JPRS 73878 
20 July 1979 


Near East/North Africa Report 


No. 1998 





[FBIS] FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 








JPRS publications contain intormati rimarily from foreign 


newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
trausmissi si de * ai .: ‘rom foreign-language 
sources are Cranstated: th irom ‘og! ish-language sources 


or 


are transcribed or reprinted, with the criginal phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 


sn i‘ i TDR i 5 x cators such as [Text] 
or jExcerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted 

4 il zs it ry Lc « transliterated are 


enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 

c 8 X 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 
JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
. Ls on Te ik moor, title, date and 


author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 

Ss r LC 1s 1¢ tic Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 














Indexes to this report (by keyword, author, personal names, 
title and series) are available from Bell & Howell, Old 
is er, 3 it 


, 


Correspondence pertaining to matter ther than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Giebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 




















$0272 -i¢1 





[REPORT DOCUMENTATION + *EPORT NO. 
PAGE JPRS 


4. Iale soo Subtle 


NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT, No. 


73878 


1998 

















— — 


Po Master’ se) 


B Performing Orgenizetion Rept No 





@ Pertacmong Orgonizetion Nore enc Actress 
Joint Publications Research Service 
1000 North Glebe Road 

Virginia 22201 


4.1 inmeart on 
‘ - * 


10. Project/Tesk/Wort Uan Ne 


—— 








(c) 


(G) 


11. Contrect(C) or GrentiG) Ne 





17? -.pensonng Organization Name end Address 


Ass above 


| 
i 
| 


13. Type of Report & Period Covered 




















16, Abetract (iret 200 words) 


K— — — — — 


this serial report contains information on socioeconomic, government, political, 
and technical developments in the countries of the Near East and North Africa. 





— — — 


— — 
If. Cecument Anetyers @ Oescriptors 











Political Science xX _Inter-Arab Affairs Libya ___ Sulvanate 
« tology __North African __ Mauritania of Oman 
| Economics Affairs ___ Morocco _X Syria 
Culture (Social ___ Afghanistan ___People's Demo- ___ Tunisia 
Sclences) _X Algeria cratic Republic xX United Arab 
Ethnology ___ Bahrain of Yemen Emirates 
Geography _x Egypt X Persian Gulf ___Western Sahara 
fechological _x_Iran Area _X Yemen Arab 
Military Sciences x Iraq _X Qatar Republic 
_x Israel _* Saudi Arabia 
_x Jordan ___ Spanish North 
_x Kuwait Africa 
___Lebanon _X Sudan 
b identifiers /Open Ended Terms 
¢ COSATI fietd/Group 5D, 5c, 5K, 15 ' ] 
Ave len Security . o 
inl int ted Availability " UNCLASSIFIED — “59° 
sold by ris 20. Security Close (This Page) | it. Pree 
Springiield, Virginia 22161 UNCLASSIFIED | 

















(See ANS!-799 18) 





See inetructions on Meverse 


OPTIONAL FORM 272 (4-77) 
(Formerty NTIS 3%) 
Depetment of Commerce 














JPRS 73278 
20 July 1979 


NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 


No. 1998 


CONTENTS PAGE 


INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


Iskander on Possibility of War Over Oil 
(Marwan Iskander; AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, 2 Jul 79) 1 


ALGERIA 


"ASH-SHA'B' Comments on Syrian Response to Israeli 
Air Raid on Lebanon 
(APS, 28 Jun 79) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee 3 


Bulgarian State Council's Tanchev Visits 30 Jun-3 Jul 
(APS, xv Jun, 3 Jul 79) eeeeeoeeoe ee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeee ee 4 


Aissa, Abdelaziz on Hand 
Visits Vehicle, Dairy Plants 
Report on Communique 

Several Talks Reported 





"EL MOUDJAHID' Writes on OPEC Decision 


(APS, 2 Jul 79) eeeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee © 6 
EGYPT 
Lukewarm Coptic Support for al-Sadat Steps Analyzed 
(Fu'ad Matar; AL-MUSTAQBAL, 2 Jun 79) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 8 
Solar Energy Viewed as Suitable for Country 
(Mustafa Sabri Interview; ROSE AL-YUSUF, 11 jun 79) ... 12 
IRAN 


Thirty Generals, Including Oveysi, Plotting Against 
the Revolution 
(ETTELA'AT, 23 Jun 79) eeeeeeee eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 17 


eae [III - NE & A = 121] 














CONTENTS (Continued) 


IRAQ 


ISRAEL 


'Tumultuous' Elements Active Abroad 
(AYANDEGAN, 7 Jun 79) eeeeeceeeenveee eee eee ae eeeaeeeeeeeee 


Ideological Ramifications of Khomeyni Politics Discussed 
(Eric Rouleau; LE MONDE, 1h Jun 79) Seeeeesreeseseseses 


Many Political Groups Oppose American Policies 
(AYANDEGAN, 22 May 79) eeeeeeeeceoeaeoe eee eee eeeeeeeeeeees 


Air Force Personnel Warned t American Influence 
(AYANDEGAN, 27 May 79 eeeeeeen ee eee eeeeee ee eeaeaeeeeeeee 


Students, Workers Demonstrate at U.S. Embassy 
(AYANDEGAN, 28 May 79) seeeeeoeceeeeevueseeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeee 


Freedom of Religious Propaganda Urged 
(AYANDEGAN, 29 May 79) eeeveeeaceeee ee eeeeeeeeeeseeeeees 


Guidelines for Revolutionary Program Set Forth 
( "Abdollah Nuri; KEYHAN, x May 79) Se eeeeeeeeeeeeseee 


Khuzestan Arabs Have Strong Leverage Vis-a-Vis Tehran 
(Gerd Ressing; RHEINISCHER MERKUR, 8 Jun 79) eeeeeeeee 


Road To Recovery Baffles Government 
(TRAN ECONOMIC SERVICE, 2h Jun 79) CCC CCS EE EEE EE EES 


Kurd Responds to Iraq's Kurdish Policies 
(Araz al-Kurdi; AL-HAWADITH, 29 Jun 79) eeeeeeeeseeeee 


Begin, Sadat Take Another a Toward Peace 
(Editorial; HAZOFEH, 2 May 79) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


Gap Between Jews, Arabs in Political Arena Said Widening 
(HA' ARETZ, * Jun 79) eeeeeeeeeee eee eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeee 


New U.S. Mideast Policy Analyzed 
(Ya'akov Edelstein; HAZOFEH, 5 Jun 79) eeeerererereese 


Analyst Advises Autoncmy Negotiators 
(Eliyahu Hen-dion; HAZOFEH, 5 Jun 79) Ceeeeeeeeeeeeees 


Israeli Medicine Becomes More Professional, Less Human 
(Yifat Nevo; HA'ARETZ, 25 May 79) ceccccccccccscessees 


- b« 


35 


37 


52 


67 


72 














CONTENTS (Continued) 
Income Tax Administration Opposes Local Rises of 
Added-Value Tax 
(Shraga Magel; HA'ARETZ, 28 May 79) CeCe eee eeeeeeeees 


Anti-Inflation Program Said Rendered Ineffective 
(Shraga Magel; MA'ARIV, 29 May 79) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Problems Face Israel in Attempt To Populate the Negev 
(MA'ARIV, 28 May 79) eeeeeeeee eee eee ee eee ee eee neeeeeee 


JORDAN 


Arab Organization Headquarters Transferred to Amman 
(AL-RA'Y, 5 Jun 79) eeeeeeeee ee eee eeee eee eeeeeeeeeeeee 


Government Issues New Regulations for Diplomatic Corps 
(AL-RA'Y, 13 Jun 79) eeeeee eee e ev eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Fund Earmarked for Social Services in Semi-Desert Areas 
(AL-RA'Y, 6 Jun 79) eeeeeev ee eee eee ee eeee eee eee eeeeeeee 


KUWAIT 


Call for Measures Against Anti-Arab Campaign in U.S. 
(AL-RA'Y AL~'AM4, 75 Jun 79) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Paper Sees U.S. Underniining Mideast Stability, 
Plundering Wealth 
(Editorial; AL-RA'TY AL-' AMM, 27 Jun 79) eeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Muslim Brotherhood Movement Has Networks in U.S. 
(KUNA, 1 Jul 79) eeeee ea eee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee 


PERSIAN GULF AREA 


Kuwaiti Leaders Discuss Regional Issues 
(Najib ‘Abd-al-Hadi ; AL-MUSTAQBAL, c May 79) eeeeeecere 


QATAR 
Arab High Level Meeting Said Necessary To Confront 


Israeli Aggress‘on 
(Editorial; AL~' ARAB, 29 May 79) CCC E 


Strong Arab Efforts Said Required To Thwart Self-Ruie Plot 
(Editorial; AL~'ARAB, 21 May 79) eee eee eee eee eee eee ee 








Page 


87 


99 


101 


103 


10k 


107 


109 











CONTENTS (Continued) 


OPEC Considering Qatar's Request To Standardize Price 
of Natural Gas 
(AL-"ARAB, 27 May 79) *eeeeeeee eee eeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeaeee 


Function of Islamic Banks, Financial Establishments Outlined 
(Muhammad al-Faysal Interview; Al-'ARAB, 30 May 79)... 


Briefs 
Ambassadorial Appointment 


SAUDI ARABIA 


SUDAN 


SYRIA 





Oppression Seen Growing in Wake of Iranian Events 
(Hamd Zaydan; AL-HURRIYAH, 4 Jun 79) cccccccesesecsses 


Government Criticized for Softening Tone Against Sadat 
(AL-HURRIYAH, L Jun 79) eeeseeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Differences Still Seen Within Ruling Family 
(Editorial; AL-NIDA' AL-USBU'T, 27 May 79) eeeeeeeeeeen 


Refugee Problem in Relation to Sudan Discussed 
(Jean-Claude Pomonti ; LE MONDE, 7 Jun 79) — * 


Minister Analyzes Significance of Aleppo Events 
(Lucien George; LE MONDE, \ Jul 79) Ce eeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


Economic Growth in Syria 
. (AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, 2 Jul 79) cesccccesecees 


Water Projects Implemented To Irrigate Arid Villages 
(AL-THAWRAH, ll May 79) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Cities, Villages Said Inundated With Siauggled Goods 
(Editorial, Nadia Damiyati; AL-THAWRAH, 11 May 79) ... 


Desert Reclamation Meeting Reaches Decisions 
(AL-THAWRAH, 11 May 79) eeeeeeeee ee eee ee ee eee eeeeeeeee 


Briefs 
Cement Industry Expansion 
Rural Electricity Projects 
Workers Housing in Aleppo 
Electric Projects 


-de« 


114 


133 











CONTENTS (Continued) 
UNITED ARAB FMIKATES 


President Grants Interview to Qatari Paper 
(GULF NEWS AGENCY, 5 Jul 79) eeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneee 


Port Zayed Shipping Described 
(Abdul Fattah Baybars; EMIRATES NEWS, 28 Jun 79) wee. 


Power Capacity in Al-Ain Described 
(Suhali al-Qassas; EMIRATES NEWS, 18 Jun 79) cccoseses 


Briefs 
Military Officers Graduate 
Diplomatic Relations With Sri Lanka 
Electric Power, Desalination Plant 


YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


Briefs 
Unification Talks With PDRY 
FRG Annuls YAR's Loans 
Loan From OPEC 


147 


150 


152 


153 
153 
153 


15h 
15k 
15k 

















INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


it ea 


Ae 218) it al af tt i 


reasonable. The principle of 
———R 


Ha 


— 823 nh 


[Text ] 


Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 2 Jul 79 ppl, 2 
traordinary 
20th century 
and the 
depleting 
and 
break 
* 

nd 

apan 

the 

at 

today 

begun, creating 
purposes. 
— 


ISKANDER ON POSSIBILITY OF WAR OVER OIL 


{Article by Marwan Iskandar} 











Why then is there this outcry in the West? and 
what are the reasons for the threats, both veiled and 
explicit, to the oil-exporting nations, which belong one 
and all to the developing world? 

In essence, it is because the industrialised 
countries are finding themselves hard put to adjust to 
rising oil prices at a time when they have just begun to 
move out of a prolonged period of recession. These 
countries developed systems of production based on 
the intensive use of cheap energy at a time when 
American, British and French oi companies controlled 
the oil industry. This period of unchallenged sway over 
oi production levels, exports and prices extended from 
1945 until well into the 197%. During this period 
moreover, European and Japanese industry was being 
rebuilt upon the ruins of the Second World War. 

it is admittedly not easy for the industrialised 
countries to effect a restructuring of their industries 
reflecting a comparative real price for oil in a short 
time. In the US, where energy was plentiful and cheap 
to produce until the mid-60s, not only industry but 
the pattern of urban development was based upon the 
presumption of abundant cheap energy. 


The changes that demand a real consideration of 


the comparative costs of energy were not unexpected, 
but it appears that there was no willingness to 


a year until the end of the century. The sheer size of 
this investment testifies to the fact that oi and gas 
prices today are reasonable and acceptable on 


Seen in an intemational context, the overull 
revenues of the OPEC countries do not make a very 
large figure. In addition, 85 per cent of the total will 
be spent on imports of manufactured goods, 
commodities and services from other countries, notably 
from those in the industrialised world. Another 5 per 
cent will be earmarked for aid to les 
nations, while a projected surplus of $18 billion will be 
added to intemational liquidity by three or four 
members of OPEC. 

The international economic impact of OPEC's 
new prices is not devastating, the oil exporters are 
merely asking that the prices charged for their exports 
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“ASH-SHA'B’ COMMENTS ON SYRIAN RESPONSE TO ISRAELI AIR RAID ON LEBANON 
Sigde*e APS in English 1023 GMT 28 Jun 79 LD 


[Teac] Algiers, 28 Jun 79 (APS)--Syrian aviation retaliation to Israeli 
raids on Lebaron constitute a first step of the Arab ripost to American 
Zionist plan aiming at the liquidation of Palestinian csuse, and the spread- 
ing of the mentality of capitulation among Arab peoples. Israel used its 
daily raids on Lebanon to test determination and the seriousness of the Arabs 
to respond materially to the Camp David accord, but Syria, the Arab language 
daily ASH-SHA'B wrote, could not stand it any longer. It could not watch 
helpless Zionist land, sea, and air dem .strations against Lebanon. It is an 
indication for a new phase in our conflict with Zionism and its allies, since 
it is the first time Syrian and Isreeli aviation are confronted since the 
October war, and it is not by chance that these attacks took place while 

the Arab League is holding its first meeting out of Cairo to take the 
necessary measures to conterattack the Camp David agreement. 


The latest wars in the Middle East occurred following aviation battles 
between Syria and Israel, so was yesterday's raid a hint to another war the 
paper asks. The planes Israel e posed against Syria were its latest acqui- 
sitions from the U.S. that were supposed to be used only for defensive pur- 
poses. What were these planes doing in Ad Damur, were not they attacking 
Lebanon's sovereignty with the U.S. benediction? 


The Syrian decision to respond could be a new strategic phase against Isreeli 
plans aimed at liquidating Palestinian revolution and clearing south Lebanon 
from its population to facilitate its annexion [as published]. No doubt, 
also, that the proclamation of a political leadership between Syria and Iraq, 
was in mind before yesterday's attack. It ie not a pure chance either. 
ASH-SHA'B writers in conclusion [state] that these raids come after Israeli- 
Egyptian talke on Palestinian autonomy in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 

It is a logical consequence to Egypt, Israel, U.S. coordination to blow up 

the situation to ease the Arab strain on Al-Sadat. 
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BULGARIAN STATE COUNCIL'S TANCHEV VISITS 30 JUN-3 JUL 
Aissa, Abdelaziz on Hand 
Algiers APS in English 1045 GMT 30 Jun 79 LD 


[Text] Algiers, 30 Jun (APS)--Mr Petur Tanchev, first vice president of the 
Bulgarian Socialist Republic, president of the Agrarian Party, srrived Satur- 
day morning to Algiers for an official visit to Algeria, at the invitation of 
the National Union of Algerian Peasants (UNPA). 


Mr Tanchev was welcomed at Dar al-Bayda Airport by Messrs Hadjam Aissa, FLN 
Central Committee member and secretary general of UNPA, and Mohamed Abdeiaziz, 
deputy president of the agrarian revolution commission within ths People's Na- 
tional Assembly. The Bulgarian ambassador to Algiers was present. 


Visits Vehicle, Dairy Plants 
Algiers APS in English 1535 GMT 30 Jun 79 LD 


[Text] Algiers, 30 Jun (APS)--Current!y on a visit to Algeria, the Bulgarian 
vice-president and chairman oi the Bulgarian peasants organisation, Mc Petur 
Tanchev, visited the industrial vehicle complex and the branch of national 
office for dairying (Onalait) located respectively at Rouiba and Boudouaou 
(near Algiers). 


After the visit, Mr Tanchev said in a press statement that "Presidents Chadli 
and Zhivkov should make new steps in the field of economic, ecientific and tech- 
nical cooperation.” He further said “our two countries share the same policy 
of peace.” 


Report on Communique 


Algiers APS in English 1600 GMT 3 Jul 79 LD 


[Text] Algiers, 3 Jul 79 (APS)--The two delegations express their will to 
redouble and coordinate their efforts for a better participation of the agrarian 
world democratic movement in the debates and solutions of all problems concerning 
the interests of millions of peasants all over the world. In their struggle 











for peace and social progress, the Algerian-Bulgarian joint communique declares 
following the visit paid to Algiers by the Bulgarian Agrarian Party [delegation] 
led by its president Mr Petur Tanchev, first vice-president of Bulgaria "eoples 
Republic. 


It underlined the necessity to find new ways of circulating the fruitful ex- 
periences in Algeria and Bulgaria, and to encourage the exchange of visits and 
organised training between the National Union of Algerian Pvasants (UNIPA) and 
the Bulgarian agricultural party. 


The two delegations expressed their satisfaction for the signing in Vienna of 
SALT II between the USSR and USA, and condemned Israeli aggressions against 
Lebanon and launched a1 appeal to all peace-loving people in the world to 
support Lebanese population. The two parties are convinced that there will 
not be peace in the Micdle East without a total withdrawal of Israeli forces 
from Arab occupied territories, and without the recognition of the Palestinian 
people's right to establish an independent and sovereign state. 


Several Talks Reported 
Algiers APS in English 1538 GMT 3 Jul 79 LD 


[Text] Algiers, 3 Jul 79 (APS)--Mr Petur Tanchev, president of the Bulgarian 
Agrarian Party and first vice-president of Bulgaria People's Republic, today 
left Algiers after a many-day visit at the invitation of the Algerian Peasant's 
Union (UNPA). 


During his stay, Mr Tanchev had talks with Mr Rabah Bitat, Peoples National 
Assembly (PNA) president and Mr Salah Yahiaoui, FLN politburo member and 
coordinator. 


Mr Tanchev today was received by Mr Chadli Bendjedid, president of the Republic, 
and FLN secretary general. 


Mr Tanchev held talks yesterday with FLN CC member and UNPA's secretary general, 
[as received] on the strengthening of bilateral relations between the two pea- 
sants organizations, and the adoption of the same stand as for international 
questions. They decided to direct their efforts as political institutions 
aimed at serving peace and security in the world. 
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ALGERIA 


"EL MOUDJAHID' WRITES ON OPEC DECISION 
Algiers APS in English 1000 GMT 2 Jul 79 LD 


[Text] Algiers, 2 Jul 79 (APS)--"As expected, western propaganda has nega- 
tively reacted to the resolutions of the OPEC 54th conference, and has selected 
information to set off that fitting the needs of western consumers," the 
French languag national daily EL-MOUDJADID wrote editorially here today. 


Yet OPEC has once again given evidence of realism and responsibility in a 
situation that is being worsened by oil companies’ speculation under the pro- 
tection of western states, the daily recalled, adding that OPEC had increased 
its assistance fund of $800 million to help other third world countries valor- 
ise their natural resources. 


EL-MOUDJAHID went on to say that this initiative constitutes a riposte to the 
attempts of division carried out by western states and media. These attempts 
show the capitalist countries’ panic in view of the increasing OPEC influence. 


As for the increase of marker-curde, the national daily EL-MOUDJAHID said, 

it corresponds to a readjustment made necessary by speculation and a deter- 
ioration of exporting countries' purchasing power--for this deterioration does 
exist but the western press prefers to pass over it in silence. 


The price of $14.56 the barrel did not cope with the situation of the market-- 
indeed when compared with the former price, there has been an increase of 28 
percent, but--and capitalist states forget it too often--the value of a market 
product is meaningless if not considered within international conjuncture: the 
barrel in 1979 compared with 1974 lowered of 150 percent [as received]--follow- 
ing inflation in imported goods, devaluation of the dollar. The deterioration 
of OPEC buying power has reached such a proportion that it could only be cor- 
rected through an increase in the marker-curde of $20/barrel. 


This is never said, EL~MOUDJAHID went on; on the contrary the additional amount 
of returns has been calculated: $100 million a day as well as the "petroleum 
invoice” the western countries will have to pay which would be for one western 
country as an example: 10 billion French francs. 

















Therefore, the tendencious conclusion has been drawn thar the OPEC countries 
had “thrown the cork a bit too far" and that this “would not fail to have con- 
sequences on a possible economic recession in the western world." 


It it clear that western countries refuse to hear the exporting countries’ 
legitimate claims. 


In its conclusion, EL-MOUDJAHID asserted that hydrocarbons should nct be sub- 
ject to any major concession. For Algeria, they constitute the main bases of 
transformations the country has pledged to carry out in the light of the national 
charter. Im this respect, Algeria is leading within OPEC a unified policy 

aimed at valorizing oil. At the same time, similar efforts are being made as 
regards gas which has so far depended on the client's rule. These efforts 

are aimed at putting an end to a deplorable situation in which this national 
natural resource is left to foreign interests. 
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EGYPT 


LUKEWARM COPTIC SUPPORT FOR AL-SADAT STEPS ANALYZED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 2 Jun 79 p 20 


[Article by Fu'ad Matar: "Treaty Between al-Azhar's Legal Opinion and 
Pope Shinudah's Blessing" ] 


[Text] A religious magazine called AL-KARAZAH [Jurisdiction of the Coptic 
Church] is published in Cairo monthly. This magazine speaks in the name 
of the Copts and is like the (OBSERVATORE ROMANO) which speaks for the 
Vatican. 


It has been the custom of the Coptic Church to express its position in the 
magazine's editorial. 


Since President Anwar al-Sadat visited the United States and signed the 
Camp David accords, AL-KARAZAH has been publishing articles reflecting a 
state of satisfaction with the steps taken by President al-Sadat. The 
magazine did not change its tone when sectarian clashes developed suddenly 
in some areas of Upper Egypt. 


After the statement which al-Azhar issued on Wednesday, 9 May 1979, and 

in which it expressed the formal legal opinion that the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty is correct and that the patriotivm of its signatory, namely 
President al-Sadat, is sound--after this statement, some questions were 
raised regarding the Coptic Church's position, wondering whether this 
church holds the same traditional position and asking: If the church holds 
this position, then why doesn’t it register it? 


A week after al-Azhar issued its statement, AL~KARAZAH emerged with articles 
supporting President al-Sadat's steps. 


The situation can be made clearer with the following observations: 


First observation: Like al-Azhar, which has never registered in its history 
a position against the political leadership, the Coptic Church has never 
registered such a position either. But failure to take a stance of 
opposition does not necessarily mean that these two religious establishments 





support all of the political authority's steps. This is how the situation 
was under the reign of ‘Abd-al-Nasir, whose relations with the departed 
Pope Kirillus were ideal. 


But matters became somewhat tense after the death of Pope Kirillus and Pope 
Shinudah's assumption of the papacy. 


Second observation: The source of the strain was the religious inclination 
of President al-Sadat's regime which seemed ready to apply the Islamic 
Shari'a when al-Sadat's relations with al-Qadhdhafi were flourishing. 
When the Egyptian-Libyan relations deteriorated, the tension lessened some- 
what, but this tension re-surfaced when the relations between the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia and Egypt flourished and when the religious inclination of 
the Egyptian regime resumed its course with the encouragement of Saudi 
Arabia. 


Throughout 3 years, there was a silent tug of war between the regime and 
the church. President al-Sadat exerted extraordinary effort to keep this 
tug of war from getting out of hand. At the outset, al-Sadat entrusted 
the task of teaching an understanding with Pope Shinudah to Prime Minister 
Mamduh Salim, and then took charge of the task personally when Mamduh 
Salim's efforts faltered at times. 


Third observation: Matters almost reached the explosion point when Pope 
Shinudah announced his fast in protest of the application of the Islamic 
laws. In this period, restlessness emerged among the Copts, who began to 
send the sect members abroad (the biggest Coptic communities are in the 
United States, Canada and Britain) tape recordings of Pope Shinudah's 
sermons in the cathedral located on Ramsis Street. This was a phenomenon 
of religious mobilization which President al-Sadat tackled personally 
with Pope Shinudah when he became aware of its sensitive nature and 
realized how it encouraged the religious current among the Moslems on the 
other hand. 


Fourth observation: Afterwards, Pope Shinudah, who is known for his 
popular influence, started to say in Sunday School circles that supporting 
President al-Sadat's steps in a balanced manner can save Egypt's Christians 
from the talons of sectarianism. 


It is well-known that Pope Shinudah is from [sic] the Sunday Schools. 

These Sunday Schools constitute a current that attracts most of the 

educated Copts. This current started to emerge in the 1940's and it 
attracted at the outset those who were protesting the idolatry of the old 
generation of bishops and patriarchs. When Shinudah, who combines secularism 
with religious piety and who had carried arms in the past and who uses 

them well, assumed the papacy, this current flourished to the degree that 
Sunday Schools have become tantamount to the Copts' Party. 





Some people may assume that what made the head of the Coptic Church in Egypt 
call for giving a balanced support for President al-Sadat's steps is the 











fact that President al-Sadat has appointed Fikri Makram ‘Ubayd, a Copr, 

as the only deputy prime minister, in addition to appointing Dr Butrus 

Ghali to the post of minister of state for foreign affairs. This assumption 
is not realistic, especially since President al-Sadat did not consult Pope 
Shinudah when he decided to appoint these two men, perhaps because he 

was aware in advance that the pope would express some reservations and may 
name others or would, at least, tell the president that the issue does not 
concern hin. 


Fifth observation: What made Pope Shinudah call for a deliberate and 
balanced support for President al-Sadat's plans was the collapse of the 
Egyptian-Saudi relations on the one hand and the flourishing Egyptian-U.S. 
relations on the other hand. These two things mean a lot to Pope Shinudah. 
The first means that Saudi Arabia will no longer exert pressure for the 
application of an Islamic rule in Egypt. The second means moral protection 
from the United States for Egypt's Copts. This is something that had 
constituted a part of Pope Shinudah's discussion with President Carter when 
the former visited him in Washington and was given a distinguished reception 
by President Carter. 


But this does not mean that all the Copts are satisfied, especially the 
intellectual groups that do not belong to the Sunday Schools currenc but 
to the Progressive Unionist Coalition that combines the Marxists, the 
Nasirists, the leftists and the independents. 


Sixth observation: We now come to a quick comparison between the most 
important contents of the al-Azhar statement and the most important contents 
of the Coptic support for President al-Sadat's steps through the articles 
published by AL-KARAZAH. 


The al-Azhar statement believes that the Egyptian-Israeli treaty is like 
al-Hudaybiyah treaty and “achieves indubitable good for the Moslems by 
restoring the Moslem lands to their owners. Moreover, it safeguards the 
right of the Egyptians to determine their future and does not relinquish 
the Arabism of Jerusalem." 


The Coptic articles published by AL-KARAZAH do not get to the core of the 
issue and do not provide the forme] legal opinion provided by al-Azhar. 
These articles define the support in the following manner: "...Then came 
the peace initiative which shook the world public opinion and which turned 
Egypt's enemies into friends. The U.S. position changed noticeably, and 
Egypt's president became a personal friend of the U.S. President--a friend- 
ship which has culminated with the peace treaty and with the prosperity 

and stability that Egypt will reap. The President's statements on rebuilding 
Egypt and its economy are an ever-rejuvenated revolution, and his negotia- 
tions with the United States and with its businessmen to participate in 
rebuilding Egypt's economy are also a new revolution..." 


The relatively low warmth of these Coptic statements may be due to latent 
apprehensions in Pope Shinudah's heart. The pope has foresight and is well 
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informed, and it must be that he finds that President al-Sadat's steps will 
stumble as long as they have not gained the support of the — the 
Moslems and of most countries of the world. 


Perhaps this is why he does not want to have it recorded against him that 
he, as head of the Coptic sect, supported without reservation and without 
keeping one or more lines of retreat open. What AL-KARAZAH published is no 
more than a comment of the type that any paper may publish. 


There remains one question: Is President al-Sadat content with this, or 
does he believe that the Coptic Church's position should be as enthusiastic 
as that of al-Azhar? 


In Egypt, there is an answer for every question, even if the answer takes 
long to come. 


It also remains to be said that the al-Azhar statement was published under 
bold frontpage bannerlines in the Egyptian press, whereas the Coptic words 
were only published in AL-KARAZAH, the sect's magazine. This also has its 
meaning. 
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EGYPT 


SOLAR ENERGY VIEWED AS SUITABLE FOR COUNTRY 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 11 Jun 79 pp 16-17 


[Interview with Dr Mustafa Sabri, minister of electricity and energy, by 
Nazik Jabrah. “Minister of Electricity and Energy Says: Sun, Water 
and Electricity Are New Sources of Energy") 


[Text] A gas bubble caught in a nuclear reactor for generating power in 
the United States raised an uproar that has not subsided yet. 


The search for alternative energy sources has become a problem that steals 
sleep from the eyes of beth scientists and politicians. This problem has 
reached the degree wheresy 4 major industrial state like Japan has decided 
to close its gas stations one day a week. 





A return to nature, to the waves of the sea, the rays of the sun and the force 
of the winds has become man's hope. 


Concerning tse non-conventional sources of energy that are available to 
Egypt, we had the following interview with Dr Mustafa Kamal Sabri, the 
minister of ene zy and electricity, on the scientific and economic use 

of these sources at the level of the family and of society. 


Dr Mustafa Sabri says: The new non-conventional sources, to which the 

world generally is paying increased attention, rely on utilizing the natural 
and cosmic energy, such as the solar energy, the wind energy and the wave 
energy. Insofar as Egypt is concerned, solar energy occupies a prominent 
place among these various types of energy because of the abundance of the 
solar resource in the country, whether in terms of the density of the solar 
rays or in terms of the length of the time during which the sun shines. 
Expressed in figures, the natural solar energy in Egypt amounts to nearly 

5 kilowatt-hours per square meter daily. 


As to the potentials for utilizing the solar energy in the various spheres, 
the sun can be used as a source of energy for most of the apparatuses 

and appliances used in our daily life at the level of both the family and 
the society. But the limits of these uses depend practically on the level 
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of the actual development reached by the equipment employed to utilize the 
solar energy, and on improving the economics of utilization as a basic goal 
parallel to the goal of technological development. 


In this phase, the most convenient sphere for the utilization of this energy 
is that of heating, with its home and industrial applications, as well as 
the sphere of water desalination. Scientists and researchers continue 

their efforts for the technological and economical development of this 
energy in other spheres, such as the use of solar enetgy for generating 
electricity, for cooling and for air conditioning. 


As for the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, this type of energy 
is still new and unconventional for Egypt, even though it is no longer so 
for other countries that have made big advances in this sphere. It is worth 
noting that the first nuclear plant for generating electric power will be 
set up in Sidi Karir and will have a capacity of 620 megawatts. 


Practical Use of Solar Kitchens 


[Question] Has it become easy for residents of apartment buildings, for 
example, to use solar heating equipment for house work? 


[Answer] Solar heating equipment has been developed and has become readily 
and economically usable for heating purposes. This kind of equipment can 
be used by one family, by hig housing complexes or by service centers, 

such as hospitals, hotels, etc. 


Solar heating equipment can even be used for heating air for industrial 
purposes, such as drying vegetables, milk and other purposes. It has also 
been possible to operate kitchen appliances in Egypt with solar power. 
However, such kitchens are open and exposed to the air. This reduces the 
possibility of using them in apartment buildings. However, research is 
still underway to develop new types and systems that will make it possible 
to use solar kitchens in a practical fashion. 


As for home heating, solar heating is actually more economical when compared 
with the conventional methods. Economic efficiency increases with the use 
of solar cells to serve apartment buildings centrally instead of using 

them for single residences. The economical use of these cells in Egypt 

is further improved by their relatively higher efficiency as a result of 
abundant sunshine and of the possibility of manufacturing these cells 

from local raw materials. 


The cells are easy to install and do not require any noteworthy current 
costs because the consumer himself can carry out the simple maintenance 
needed over long periods. Morever, solar energy is a clean source that 
causes no environmental pollution and is not subject to disruptions and 
to bottlenecks, as happens with gas, for example. 
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Because of all these advantages, it is natural that demand is increasing 
for these solar heaters. What is more, efforts must be exerted to spread 
their use so as to reduce the costs of both the individuals and of the 
government. It is a known fact that the government shoulders the burdens 
of the gas subsidy and that it imports butane gas for hard currency. 


[Question] What is the general concept on whose basis the solar heating 
equipment is designed? 


[Answer] The concept is based mainly on the use of flat solar cells which 
are simple to install and use. These cells consist of mineral plates with 
grooves for the liquid to be heated to run through. These plates are 
covered by transparent panes that permit the sun rays to pass through and 
are insulated on the other side. These cells are connected to the hot water 
storage tank utilized for home or other uses. 


Specification of Solar Heater 


[Question] What are the ministry's plans to control ‘he quality of the 
solar heaters offered by the market? 


[Answer] The ministry is extremely interested in developing the equipment 
for the utilization of solar energy and in making such equipment available 
for use, especially the solar heaters. One of the things that the ministry 
seeks to do is to prepare standard specifications for the solar heating 
systems that are suitable for the Egyptian environment so that all the manu- 
facturers of such equipment may abide by these specifications and so that 
the quality of the equipment may be measured by its compatibility with 
these standards. 


Special studies are also being conducted presently to design and develop 
various types of this equipment that guarantee the local manufacturing 
of the equipment with 100 percent local raw materials and at prices 
affordable by the masses. 


To make it possible to become familiarized with the latest tech.ology in 
this sphere and to make this technology available to the local market, 

the ministry has invited bids for supplying 1,000 (imported) solar heaters, 
most of which will be offered at subsidized prices to make them affordable 
to the public, to develop confidence in their use and to encourage such 

a use so as to curtail gas consumption. 


Some of the heaters will also be installed in public buildings in various 
parts of the republic to test their efficiency under various climatic 
conditions. .weanwhile, plans are being drawn up for a future stage in which 
there will be locally produced heaters suitable for serving single family 
residences and marketed at prices affordable by people with limited incomes. 


[Question] How is solar energy used in water desalination projects in Egypt? 
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[Answer] Solar energy has been used successfully in Egypt for water 
desalination projects. It has been proven that the solar water distillation 
plants play an important role in developing life in the remote areas on 

the eastern and northern Egyptian shores. Solar distillation equipment 

is extremely simple in design and can be manufactured from local raw 
materials. The production rate of this equipment amounts to 5 liters of 
potable water per day per square meter, and the cost of 1 cubic meter of 
fresh water amounts to 1 Egyptian pound. 


If this is compared with the cost of transporting fresh water to remote 
areas, such as al-Ghardaqah, for example, where the costs amount to 3 
pounds per cubic meters, and other areas where the costs of transporting 
water are still higher, it becomes obvious to us how economical it is to 
use distillation by solar energy. Moreover, this type of water projects 

has the further benefit of enabling the nomads in the Egyptian deserts 

to resettle around such plants and to develop a new type of desert societies 
that could represent a starting point toward further gradual development 

in the life of a sector of the Egyptian society. 


Research and Experiments 
[Question] What about generating electricity from solar energy? 


[Answer] Of course it is possible to get electricity from solar energy. 
There has been great progress in the research to develop this aspect. 
However, the main problem is that the costs of application are still very 
high. This is in addition to the numerous technical problems in this 
sphere that are still being examined by scientists and researchers who 

are trying to find effective solutions for the problems. Until the 
research and the experiments succeed in reducing these costs and in solving 
the technical problems, the sphere of generating power from solar energy 
will remain within the domain of developmental research and experimentation 
and that of limited application, even though some countries are inclined 

to build relatively large plants, overlooking the high costs of such plants 
in comparison to the other means of generating electricity. 


For example, the United States is building in California a power-generating 
plant that relies on solar energy as a primary source. The plant will 
have a capacity of 10,000 kilowatt and will go into operation in 1980. 
This plant will cost the equivalent of more than 80 million Egyptian pounds. 


Electricity is fundamentally generated from solar energy in one of two 
ways: 


First, through solar plants with thermal sycles. 
Second, the (photovolt) plants. 


To put it as sim>oly as possible, the first method uses big sun-ray collectors 
which we can describe as enormous concave mirrors that gather the sun rays 
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which then distill the water. The rest of the steam cycle takes place 
according to the conventional methods, and the steam is used to operate 
the units and generate electricity. 


The second method (whach uses photovolt cells) transforms the sun rays into 
electric power directly (constant current). Much success has been achieved 
in developing and employing this method, even though its costs are still 
exorbitant. Research is ‘ocused currently on finding inexpensive raw 
material alternatives to be used in manufacturing these cells. However, 
this type has found its way to the commercial markets in the form of small 
plants with a very limited capacity which are used to serve installations 
remote from civilization, such as communication outfits. 


[Question] What about wrist watches operating by solar energy? 


[Answer] These watches reflect a novel use of the solar energy. Such watches 
remind, at least, their users that the sun can be a source of energy so 
that they may think of using this source for their various needs. 


Naturally, these watches contain light cells that charge their small 
battery. Because of the small capacity needed to operate the watch, its 
costs are not high. 
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THIRTY GENERALS, INCLUDING OVEYSI, PLOTTING AGAINST THE REVOLUTION 
Tehran STTELA‘AT in Persian 23 Jun 79 pp 1, 2 ’ 


[Article: “Conspiracy of Oveysi and Thirty Iranian Generals Against the 
Revolution" } 


[Text] Political circles and sources, as well as news agencies all over the 
world, have been discussing the question of a series of conspiratorial 
operations being initiated against Iran. According to those circles ani 
sources, the authors of the plot are the high-level officials and genrals 
of the regime of the deposed Shah. 


Information Broadcast by Radio-Moscovw: 


In a news-item, broadcast by Radio-Moscow in this connection last Thursday 
night, it was said in part: The deposed Shah of Iran and his associates 

are busy engineering plots to overthrow the new government of the country. 
The AL~RAY weekly periodical of Qatar, based on Western diplomatic sources, 
has this supplementary information: The plotters have succeeded in securing 
the support of Israel and Egypt. The former Military Governor of Tehran, 
who has fled the country, is at the head of this conspiracy. Moreover, , 
approximately thirty generals of the deposed Shah's army and SAVAK-members, 
participate in the plot. 


By “the former Military Governor of Tehran" the commentator of Radio-Moscow 
meant to refer to Gen Gholam-'Ali Oveysi, who has been sentenced to death by 
the Religious Judge, and who fled the country before the downfall of the 
deposed Shah's regime, by the assistance of General Azhari, on the instruc- 
tion of the treachefous Shah. 


Coordination Between Internal and External Operations of the Plot: Doha, AFP-- 
The AL~RAY weekly published in Doha has quoted diplomatic circles in London 

as saying that the supporters of the former Shah are engaged in brewing a 

plot for the overthrow of Iran's new regime. Based on the same sources, the 
periodical has emphasized that the discharged General Oveysi, former Military 
Governor of Tehran, who fled abroad following the downfall of the former Shah, 
has been organizing a counterrevolution plot to be implemented in Iran by the 
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cooperation of thirty generals of the old regime and SAVAK agents. The 
weekly has further quoted London diplomatic circles as saying that at present 
a group of Iranian military personnel are ready to obey and comply with this 
movement, and that they will start to act immediately after orders are issued 
by the former Shah! 


In the end, the weekly has added that the coup-organizers enjoy the assistance 
of the Israeli government and the support of certain circles close to Sadat. 


Though the view expressed by AL-RAY weekly concerning the preparedness of a 
portion of the Iranian military personnel seems to be unlikely, in spite of 
that the reporter of the periodical has based his claim on information 
ascribed to diplomatic circles and sources of London. On the other hand, 
the military organs of Iran, not only--day after day, and more and more-- 
lose their faith of the righteousness of the regime of the deposed Shah, 
but they also do announce, by various means and forms, their determination 
of self-sacrifice for attaining the goals of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. 


Assistance Contributed by the Deposed Shah: . 


Running parallel with these developments, one of the close associates of 

Ayatollah Sadr, leader of the Shi'tes of Iraq, recently subjected to great 

pressure vy the Iraqi government, has informed our reporter in Tehran by . 
telephone, that according to reliable information received in Najaf, during 

the past ten days the deposed Shah of Iran has placed approximately 8 million 

Iraqi dinars (equivalent to 160 million tumans) at the disposal of Iraq's 

Ba'th government, aimed at engineering plots in Iran, as well as continuing 

instigations and provocations against Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad-Bager Sadr 

and his associates. 


U.S. Military Preparations: 


The information dispatched by AP from Washington seems to be related to the 
plot mentioned above. Following is the text of that dispatch: 


Washington, AP--It was announced yesterday by U.S. government authorities 
that the Carter administration has been reviewing the increase of its 
military power as part of its endeavor for the revision of the general 
policies of the United States in the Persian Gulf area, aimed at assisting 
to guard and preserve the oil-producing regions. Cyrus Vance, the Secretary 
of State, Brzezinski, Carter's adviser in security affairs, and Harold Brown, 
the Defense Secretary, held their preliminary meeting at the White House last 
Thursday to discuss the issue referred to above. Another meeting was also 
held yesterday. 


According to a well-informed source, in the wake of these developments all 
the military and civil authorities of the United States who are inclined to 
discuss the question of revising the general policies of that country adopted 
in the Persian Gulf area, have been holding meetings and conferring with one 
another. 
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Following the downfall of the deposed Shah of Iran, a series of events have 
occurred indicative of the fact that at the present time the United States 
will not possess the speed necessary for the protection and preservation of 
its interests in the Persian Gulf area. 


During the last days of the collapse of the deposed Shah's regime in Iran, 
Saudi Arabia had asked for the presence of U.S. Air Force in the area, 
including a number of F-15 jets. 


At that time Carter refrained from dispatching air units, but he did rein- 
force U.S. naval presence in the Persian Gulf area. He ordered U.S. naval 
units stationed in the Philippines, including the aircraft-carrier "Constel- 
lation,” to move towards the Persian Gulf, but after a while he changed his 
mind. 


\ne Hundred Thousand-Man Force: 


On the other hand, Gen Bernard Rogers, former chief of staff of the U.S. 
Ground Forces, has emphasized that the U.S. government has been considering 
the formation of a 110-thousand-man special task force, capable of inter- 
vening immediately in the Persian Gulf or any other area of the world when 
deemed necessary. 


According to General Rogers, who is to assume, in the near future, the 
comuand of the NATO forces in Europe, the organizational formation of this 
110-thousand strong task force is to be arranged and anticipated in such a 
way to enable it to arrive in the theater of operations in the shortest 
period possible, and that the task force should be self-sufficient for up 
to 60 days. The personnel of the task force will not be picked from among 
the U.S. military units stationed in Europe, and it mi:ht be composed of 
three divisions, including one paratroop division (28th ‘irborne Division) 
of the U.S. Army. U.S. Marine units might also be participating in this 
special force. 


General Rogers has added that the personnel of the new force, code-named 
"Quick Reaction," will not be selected from the special force earmarked 
for intervention in Europe, and the military supplies and equipment of the 
force will be stored and k=pt separately, for the exclusive use of its 
components. 


Since several months, and especially after the downfall of the deposed Shah 
of Iran, the question of the possibility of the formation of such a force 
has been taken into consideration in Washington. 


Statements Made by Dr Yazdi: 


Dr Yazdi, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, who was on a visit to Shiraz, 
while making a speech at the stadium of the Third Army, stated that a group 
of Iranians residing in foreign countries, has uncovered the hiding-places 
of a bunch of criminals like Azhari, Oveysi, Sharif Emami, and others, and 











that the information has been communicated to the government. Dr Yazdéi 
added that the diplomatic passports of the deposed Shah and his 54 entourage- 
members have been cancelled, and that at present we are negotiating for the 
extradition of criminals with those governments with whom we have agree- 
ments for exchange of refugees. Also, he added, we are in contact with the 
Inter-Pol, in order to have people charged with criminal deeds returned 

to Iran for trial, like Brig Gen Razmi, who was known to be one of the 
accomplices of the arson of Cinema Rex in Abadan, and who fled the country 
under a false name. 


Leaders of the Conspiracy: 


Following the overt and covert information revealed in connection with the 
various types of plots worked out against the revolution of Iran, certain 
leaders of the conspiracy have been presented by diplomatic circles, who 

‘in general are the devoted mercenaries of the deposed Shah's regime, such 

as Ashraf Pahlavi (sister of the deposed Shah), Ardeshir Zahedi, Gholam-‘Ali 
Oveysi (discharged general), Azhari, Palizban, Brig Gen Razmi (former Chief 
of Police, Abadan, charged with the disastrous arson of Cinema Rex), Brig 
Gen Moharreri (former Chief of Qasr Political Prison), Sharif Emami, 
"Abdol-'Azim Velian and Lt Gen Hashemi-Nezhad. 


A group of SAVAK agents who have fled the country, is also supporting the 
network conspiring against the revolution of Iran, headed by Parviz Sabeti, 
who is said to have become unrecognizable by undergoing plastic surgery in 
Israel. 
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IRAN 


"TUMULTUOUS' ELEMENTS ACTIVE ABROAD 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 7 Jun 79 pp 1, 2 


{[Article: "Iranian ‘Tumultuous Elements’ to be Coped With in Foreign 
Countries" ] 


[Text] Tehran, PARS News Agency-~The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
informed that it has recently been observed that certain elements, under 

the cover of Iranian students residing in foreign countries, have been 
trying, on various pretexts, to create tumult and disorder at the diplo- 
matic representations of the Islamic Republic of Iran in those countries, 

a sample of which is the sit-in demonstration at the Iranian Embassy in Rome, 
while a number of others have taken refuge in the Proletariat Center of Rome, 
and have also resorted to a hunger strike at the same site. These students 
are apparently having difficulties with their Italian language tests, as 
well as with the evaluation of their educational documents and certificates, 
and instead of taking into consideration the sensitive political conditions 
prevailing in Iran, and refraining from creating all kinds of dissension 
among students and scandals reflected in the press, they actually are 
involved in operations tending to prove that they are being fed and insti- 
gated by suspicious political centers. Moreover, instead of drawing the 
attention of the respective authorities to their educational problems and 
difficulties, they have been publishing statements containing political 
Slogans, and criticizing the appointments made by the Provisional Govern- 
ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran in governmental organs and diplomatic 
missions abroad. 





The Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs concludes that since such 
steps are against the Islamic Revolution of Iran, and in favor of its 
opponents and anti-revolutionary elements, government officials have been 
ordered to strongly react against such operations, initated by tumultuous 
elements at any point of the world. 
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IDEOLOGICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF KHOMEYNI POLITICS DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 14 Jun 79 p 5 
[Article by Eric Rouleau: "Iran: Revolution or Revival? God's Parties"] 


[Text] In a situation marked by a latent civil war and the multiplicity and 
weaknesses of the ruling powers, the Iranians do enjoy, despite appearances, 
unprecedented freedoms, and have done so for a quarter of a century. But 
these freedoms are liable to be severely restricted if the fundamentalist 
Moslems gain absolute power. 


"One leader, Ruhollah (Khomeyni), one party, God's party Hezb-Allah,” 
chanted millions of Iranians in those months preceding the fall of the 
imperial regime. Yet now after the popular uprising, the population does 
not display any religionisn. (Indeed, there had been no such display 

even on the eve of that revolt.) On the contrary, there are relatively 

few people in the mosques; there is widespread drinking of beer and, most 

of all, “aragh" (a sort of local vodka), even by the "modern" mullahs; 
peasants working in the fields wear no veil or "chador" (the traditional 
cloak used in urban centers mainly as a coat or wrap to hide the shabbi- 
ness underneath); and conversations are peppered with disrespectful comments 
about Islam's dogmas or the clergy. Persians are traditional dissenters, 
like their Shiite religion, or their literature which is impregnated with 
agnosticism and extols wine, love, sensuality, and eroticism. An intellec- 
tual told us that Iranians have a profound belief in their faith but do 

not practice it very much. They are intolerant at times, but never fanatical. 
For at least 3 centuries, there have been no collective acts of violence 
against any religious minority. On the other hand, this country's history 
is marked by a number of popular uprisings that were outwardly denominational 
but essentially political. 


Dr. Ebrahim Yazdi, an inveterate Islamic militant and currently the minister 
of foreign affairs, explained: "Your Western focus prevents you from under- 
standing that Islam is not, like Christianity, merely a religion. Islam is 
a philosophy in the same way as, for example, Marxism. It is a moral code 
of life, a doctrine which governs the political conduct of its followers. 
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Separation of Church and State is a Western concept born of special condi- 
tions different from ours. The latter engendered Shiism which is essentially 
revolutionary." 


The mullah occupies a very special position in Iranian society. He is, at 
one and the same time, the confidant, the counselor, and guide of his flock, 
a “permanent activist," to use Dr. Yazdi's term. Politically, he is not 
dependent on the state because he subsists on contributions--including the 
“khoms ," one-fifth of a person's income--from the faithful whose lot, pros- 
perity or destitution, he inevitably shares. He carries on a continuous 
dialog, not only in the mosque--the preferred rallying point in an autocratic 
regime--but also and primarily during weekly meetings, the “novzekhani,” 

held in a private person's home in ritual commemoration of the martyrdom of 
the Imam Hosain slain by the “usurper," caliph Yazid, in 680. “Our mullahs 
are to some extent the equivalent of your worker priests," Dr. Yazdi explained. 


Four Major Currents of Opinion 


This glorified image which Iranian clericals are now trying to lend color 

to is not entirely corroborated by history. The latter shows that the clergy 
was divided into at least four major groups: reactionary or conformist, 
revolutionary or reformist. While it is true that many mullahs were-~-and 
are--close to the working class, others were largely dependent on subsidies 
from big landowners or the wealthy upper middle class whose ideology and 
political views they shared. 


There is no denying.that a good part of the clergy did participate actively 
in all of the popular uprisings, five since the turn of the century. The 
fact remains, however, that certain religious leaders, notably Ayatollah 
Behbehani and Shiek Fazlollah Nuri (grandfather of the present first secre- 
tary of the Tudeh communist party), were executed in 1907 by the “constitu- 
tionalists" for counterrevolutionary activities, that Ayatollah Kashani-- 
basically for anticommunist reasons--covered with his authority the CIA coup 
in 1953 against Mosadegh, and that a number of mullahs have been executed 

as "SAVAK agents" since Ayatollah Khomeyni's return to Iran. 


The reactionary current of opinion within the Iranian clergy does not, however, 
negate Shiism's dissident character. Shiism was born of the protestation 
against the entrenched power of the caliphs, against the authority and injus- 
tices of the “establishment” during the first centuries of the Hejira. This 
schismatic sect of Islam considers--somewhat like Western anarchists--that 

any state is illegitimate a priori because it usurps the Imam's functions 

and powers. Shiite doctrine holds that absolute power is a dual offense: 
against man who is thereby deprived of a natural right to freedom, and 

against God who alone is omnipotent. 


Shiism's early "“anti-imperialist" stance was also taken in the name of the 
faith. Opposed to any foreign influence which "would pervert" the Islamic 
society, the ulemas rebelled; in the 19th century, with remarkable firmness 
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against the policy of granting British and Russian monopolies the right to 
exploit Iran's natural resources. That is why they later enthusiastically 
supported Mosadegh's nationalization of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company and 
thereby showed themselves to be firm and persistent champions of national 


independence. 


Lastly, both in practice and in its dogmas, Shiism is a combatant religion 
which carries militancy to extremes, even to the supreme sacrifice, like 
Imam Hosein, the first in a long line of martyrs. Thus, to take a recent 
example, Imam Khomeyni sent a message of “congratulations” to Ayatollah 
Motahari's family after that religious dignitary's assassination last month. 
The patriarch of Qoms recently said, in essence, that the more believers’ 
blood is shed, the greater the assurance of liberative Islam's triumph. 


Imam Khomeyni's Role 


It was not by chance that, in the years preceding the fall of the monarchy, 
Imam Khomeyni became the catalyst of the revolutionary energies of the entire 
Iranian nation. Better than anyone, he was the synthesis, and eventually the 
embodiment, of the spirit of Shiism and the aspiration of his people. Strictly 
speaking, he was neither a spiritual leader--in the opinion of a number of 
his peers, his contributions to the interpretation of religious texts were 
modest if not mediocre--nor a great political leader capable of employing 
tactical alliances and, if need be, reaching compromises. His profound 
character, and probably also his limitations, led him to set himself up as a 
sort of prophet of revolution. Throughout his lengthy 15-year exile, he 
denounced evil (symbolized by the Shah) and predicted the coming of the era 
of virtue (the Islamic republic). 


The straightforward and concrete positions he took earned him the unanimous 
support of all classes opposing the Shah. Clergy and democrats admired 

his courage in March 1963 when, defying the imperial police who were to 

arrest him a few days later, he held up the Koran in one hand, the Constitu- 
tion in the other, and accused the regime of having violated both. They 
equally admired him in May 1970 when he proclaimed null and void all deci-. 
sions made by Parliament because that body had not been "freely elected by 

the people." Nationalists warmed to him when, as early as 1963, he vigorously 
criticized the favors and extraterritorial privileges granted American mili- 
tary and civilian advisers. In this connection, from his exile in Najaf, he 
wrote to Prime Minister Hoveyda in 1967: "You have extirpated down to the 

very roots of our independence." The “bazaris," the owners of small-and 
medium-sized businesses, were grateful to him for relentlessly condemning 

the "domination" by foreign capital which had "invaded" Iranian markets, and 
the massive arms purchases ruining the country's economy. The “mostaz'e fin"-- 
a term Khomeyni made fashionable and which designates all underprivileged 
classes, the poor, the weak, the oppressed--felt less frustrated when he 
impugned the “lordly living conditions," the "indecent luxury" and "excessive 
expenditures"--particularly the festivities at Persepolis in 1971--of the Shah, 
members of his family, and privileged persons he scornfully labeled "parasites." 
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He reassured the clerical right: “Islaz," he said in 1965, “is a system and 
a program designed to manage society in all domains.” He overjoyed the left 
and extreme left by depicting the United States as the “head of the imperialist 
serpent” and accusing foreign monopolies of “looting” Iran's natural resources. 


Imam Khomeyni is a multifaceted complex person with mixed views, some of which 
are as reactionary as the others are revolutionary. He is the product not 

only of an era that is probably over, of a milieu, a religious ideology, but 
also of a deeply divided clergy of whom he appears to be the multiple reflection. 
His entourage and assistants are evidence of this: fundamentalists and liberals, 
anticommunists and progressives, supporters and opponents of a theocracy, all 
work side by side while at the same time pdemicizing by way of the press, 
allusively or implicitly more often than not. For example, many ayatollahs 

have criticized, severely at times, the summary trials of officials of the for- 
mer regime, but without ever blaming by name their colleagues who sit on the 
Islamic revolutionary tribunals or who advocate a radical purge. 





Ne*ionalism and Pan-Islamism 


Imam Khomeyni is also deeply divided between his nationalist feelings and his 
Pan-Islamic convictions. This duality is actually inherent in the nature of 
Iranian nationalism that was forged not agains* the Church but in partnership 
with the Shiite clergy which asserted itself from the very beginning--notably 
against Arab expansion--as the defender and guarantee of the specificity and 
sovereignty of the Persians. Hence the patriarch of Qom waves between the 
“Mosadeghist" ayatollahs, adherents of a secular patriotism he is not very 
fond of, and the "Trotskyites of Islam"--to quote Dr Yazdi--who are supporters 
of a permanent revolution that would remove the “artificial boundaries invented 
by imperialism to divide the "“Ommeh" (Moslem nation).” 


To preserve the unity of the clergy and, therefore, make it the foundation of 
an embryonic regime, Imam Khomeyni did something no ayatollah had dared do 

in the past. He sponsored the formation of a political party headed by menm- 
bers of the clergy, one reportedly meant to become the new republic's sole 
party. He has since had cause to regret it. The Islamic Republican Party 
immediately prompted creation of a rival movement, the Moslem People's Republi- 
can Party, under the “remote control" of Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, an influen- 
tial rightist liberal. One of the latter's main concerns is to prevent 
Iranian communists and the USSR from exploiting for their own benefit the 
separatist movements, particularly in his native province of Azerbaijan. 
Convinced that a clerical regime is a factor of disintegration, Ayatollah 
Shari‘ atmadari was, up to the Shah's departure, in favor of a constitutional 
monarchy, but since then he has supported - ‘lar and moderate republic, both 
of these forms of government being, in his the best guarantee of national 
unity. Other conservative religious leadeis, like Ayatollah Rafsanjani, blame 
the Pahlav! regime solely for its excesses and its cultural policies "contrary 
to Islam." 
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The Iranian clergy is not much different from the secular political community. 
There is a proliferation of “Hezb Allah" (God's party)--some 10 organizations 
and associations--reflecting views ranging from the clerical extreme right 

to thesocialist or nationalist left, of which Ayatollah Taleqani and Ayatollah 
Zanjani are among the most respected representatives. As is the case in the 
secular camp, a natural solidarity prompts the religious “politicians” to 
stifle if not their differences of opinion at least their quarrels, in the 


face of the dangers threatening the revolution in the view of some, and religion 
in the view of others. 
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IRAN 


MANY POLITICAL GROUPS OPPOSE AMERICAN POLICIES 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 22 May 79 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The United States Senate resolution in objection to the Islamic revo- 
lutionary court and punishment of criminals of the former regime was faced 
with a severe reaction by the political organizations and social groups. 

Most of the political organizations have announced that they would join the 
demonstrations of People's Mojahedin Organ‘zation to show their objection to 
the U.S. Senate's interference in the internal affairs of Iran. 


On the other hand, the U.S. State Department announced that at present they 
will not camment on Iran's demand regarding postpming the dispatch of a new 
ambassador to Iran. Following the U.S. Senate resolution and Khomeyni's 
severe reaction to America's damination-seeking imperialism, the relations 
between Iran and America have reached a sensitive point and caused all politi- 
cal forces to mobilize in Iran. In a statement issued on Sunday the People's 
Mojahedin Organization of Iran supported Imam Khomeyni's anticolonialism 
statements and have announced Friday 4 Khordad [25 May 1979], which coincides 
with the death of founders of the organization, as the objection day to the 
U.S. Senate. When the People's Mojahedin statement was published, other 
political groups also showed reactions to the resolutia and announced that 
they would also join the march on Friday. 


Continuation of Antiimperialist Struggles 


In order to support People's Mojahedin Organization, the National Democratic 
Front issued the follewing statement: 


Friday 4 Khordad, 1358 [25 May 1979], which falls om the day when the founders 
of the People's Mojahedin Organization suffered martyrdom, is announced as 
the day for objecting to the U.S. Senate by Iran's People's Mojahedin Organ- 
ization. For this purpose, the Iranian people have been asked to hold 
appropriate gatherings. 


By accepting the invitation of the public, Iran's National Democratic Front 
will join the ceremmies that will be held at 4 o'clock on Friday in 
Khazaneh Park, Harandi Circle, Bokhara‘i Avenue for strengthening and con- 
tinuation of the revolutionary and antiimperialist struggles. 
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Opposition With Iran's Revolution 


People's Feda'i Guerrilla Organization has condemned the objectia of U.S. 
Senate and the “Internatiaal Zionist groups” regarding revolutionary execu- 
tions in Iran and has described it as an irreconcilable enmity of imperialists 
with the rightful demands of Iranians. The statement of People's Feda'i 
Guerrilla Organizatia indicates: 


"The imperialists who couldn't deceive the people with their various conspira- 
cies now want to support the criminals, plunderers and those treacherous to 
the Iranian nation with ‘heir propaganda. However, the U.S. Senate resolu- 
tia, which was approvea with the suggestion of Senator Jacob Javits, shows 
the opposition of imperialism to the Iranian nation, because only those who 
know nothing but humanity can defend the filthy and inhumane people.” 


The People's Feda'i Guerrilla Organization of Iran invites all fellow citizens 
to participate in walking, which will start at 9:50 on Friday 4-3-48 

[May 25, 1979] from Tehran University to respond to the U.S. Senate's absurd 
claims and support the execution verdicts of the revolutimmary courts. 


The Brawl of Oil Eaters 


The movement of Moslem fighters and strugglers has invited the people of 
Tehran to join Friday's march to confirm Ayatollah Khomeyni's antiimperialist 
positia and to support the revolutionary courts as well as to object to the 
aggressive U.S. policy. Some parts of the statement indicate: The anger of 
the American Zionist and capitalist communities and other colonialist countries 
over the revolutionary executions is a correct criteria to measure the funda- 
mental revolutionary actions taken in the country. In his fiery speech Imam 
Khomeyni gave the people's answer to the mad dogs of the U.S. Senate and 
specified the revolution's future policy, a policy that will result in a 
complete halt of the political, economic, and educatioal influence of the 
world colmialists and capitalists. The victory in such a great struggle 

is related tothe unity, intelligence and awareness of Iran's Moslems. The 
{nternational oil eaters [consumers] and plunderers do not scare the brave 
and fighting people of Iran. The Iranian nation proved its power when it 
overthrew Shah Mohammad Reza's dictatorship and now in order to uproot the 
bases of colonialists and destroy all imperialist mercenaries, all brothers 
and sisters and the fighting people of Tehran, the organizations, political 
parties, revolutionary forces, and antiimperialists are invited to join the 
walk, which will start a: 9:00 a.m. on Friday 4-3-58 [May 25, 1979] to 
announce their correlatia with the revolutionary leader, Imam Khomeyni, 

and his antiimperialist position as well as to support the revolutionary courts 
and the continuation of punishing the traitors and the corrupt and to object 
to the U.S. policy of interference. 


The walk will start from the eastern gate of Tehran University (Takht-e 
Jamshid ¥Y-intersection) in the itinerary of Takhy-e Jamshid Avenue, U.S. 
Embassy, Dr ‘Ali Shari’ati Avenue in front of Qasr prison (location of the 
revolutionary court). 
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Breaking Off Relations With Colonialists 


Iran Party has invited its members to participate in the walk m Friday. The 
party's statement is as follows: 


The central committee of Iran Party has announced that it will gladly accept 

the invitation of People’s Mujahedin Organizatiam who are among the true 

heroes of Iran's revolution, and with inspiration from the party's independence 
it condemns any foreign interference and demands a multi-directional struggle 
against the shameful U.S. colonialists and breaking off relations with colonial- 
ist governments. Meanwhile, the members of Iran Party have been ordered to 

join the walk on Friday. 


Victory to the Nation, Long Live Iran 
Demonstration Against Anti-Natioalist Interferences 


A statement issued by Pan Iranist Party condemning the vote of U.S. senators 
regarding the Iran's revolutionary courts added: 


"Today we want the Iranian nation to stand altogether against such inter- 
ferences. The members of the Pan Iranist Party confirm the action and 
suggestion of People's Mujahedin Organization as the reaction of the Iranian 
nation by demonstrating against antinationalist and imperialist interferences. 
All of the organizations and members of Pan Iranist Party in coordination with 
other groups will join the general public demonstration to express their ob- 
jection," 


Decisive Response to the U.S. Senate 


In a statement the socialist labor party has announced that the recent attack 

of the U.S. Senate once again camfirms the danger of U.S. imperialism, the old 
enemy of Iran's revolution. It is added that Iran's revolution cannot and 
should not remain silent vis-a-vis the attacks of U.S. imperialism. Talk 

is enough. It should be acted decisively. It is emphasized: “The U.S. 
imperialism guided the absolute rule of Pahlavi, the massacres, and the suppres- 
sion of freedan in Iran." 


The decisive answer to the U.S. Senate is freedom of press, pen, speech, 
gatherings, and parties. The avswer of revolution to U.S. imperialism, this 
world weapon Administration of suppression and suffocatio, is freedam. The 
guarantee of the democratic rights of all people is the most decisive answer 
to the U.S. Senate. 


At the end the socialist labor party pointed out that it will join the walk 
on Friday. 


The Plunder and Corruption Element 


About the U.S. Senate's resolution, the National Front has pointed out: 
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"Iran's National Front severely condemns the U.S. Senate's interference in 
Iran's internal affairs. With the planning and execution of the 28 Mordad 1332 
[August 19, 1953] coup that overthrew Dr Mossadeq's national government and 
returned Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's moarchy, U.S. imperialism is considered as 
the biggest factor in suppression, corruption, and plundering in the hated 

era of Pahlavi. 


Some part of the statement indicates: We are sure that the decision of the 
U.S. Senate is not confirmed by the American nation and liberal communities. 
The Iranian natiom separates the American nation from the colonialists and 
Zionists such as Senator Javits. Together with all the Iranian nation, we 
condemn the U.S. Senate's interference in our country's internal affairs and 
ask the government to continue taking necessary actions to protect the in- 
terests and the international position of Iran. 


Reaction of Other Groups 


In other statements other political and social groups have also expressed 
their hatred from the interference of the U.S. Senate. The members of Tehran 
industrial training cadre and the republic party have condemned the U.S. 
Senate for defending the criminals in the shah's era of dictatorship. The 
following organizations announced that on Friday they will join the walk to 
express their objection to the U.S. Senate: Women's Society, the Society of 
Moslem Students of Sharif Industrial University, the families of Mujahedin 
martyr, SASH (islamic Council Organization), the Reza'is, The Unity of 
National Women, the Moslem Students of Teachers University, and KAMFRAS 

(The Center for Fighting Against Freemansory Imperialism and Zionism). The 
statements of the above-mentioned groups has not been published in AYANDEGAN 
because they were received too late. 





The Objection of Shiraz Moslem Students to the U.S. Senate 


AYANDEGAN correspondent in Shiraz--Yesterday evening according to the invi- 
tation of Shiraz Moslem Students, demonstrations were held when thousands of 
people gathered to object to the U.S. Senate's interference in Iran's internal 
affairs and to show their support of the revolutionary courts. The demonstra- 
tions wre held at the Medical School of Shiraz. 


“ In these gatherings, some of the students condemned the mischievious plots of 
U.S. imperialism. At the end a statement in 10 articles was read and approved. 
Then the demonstrators started walking--in orderly lines--saying slogans 
against the United States, Israel and Zimisna, 
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IRAN 


AIR FORCE PERSONNEL WARNED AGAINST AMERICAN INFLUENCE 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 27 May 79 p 6 


[Text] As a continuation of marches and demonstrations on Thursday and 
Friday against American imperialism and the American Senate resolution 
condemning Iran, this afternoon several thousand personnel of the Islamic 
Republic Air Force took part in a demonstration against imperialism. Dur- 
ing this demonstration, terrorism wae condemned and stronger soldiers’ 
councils were called for, as well as the expulsion of American advisors. 
After two o'clock this afternoon, groups of officers, noncommissioned of- 
ficers and enlisted personnel and civilian workers of the Islamic Republic 
Air Force, as well as defense industry workers, entered Imam Hossein 
Square. Chanting slogans and holding u placards denouncing imperialian, 
they marched along two announced routes coward the American embassy. 


People accompanied the demonstrators along the route, tossing flowers and 
shouting praise. When the demonstrators reached the American Embassy, the 
armed Iranian guards who have been assigned to guard the embassy asked 
them to remain orderly. The air force personnel and those accompanying 
them then sat down opposite the embassy. Two men then hung a placard 
bearing the legend “Carter: Millions of Iranians Want You and Imperialism 
Dead" among the placards and posters that had been hung on the embassy's 
gate and walls during the Thursday and Friday demonstrations. With 
clenched fists, the crowd shouted, “Death to the Traitors, Carter, Sadat 
and Begin.” Afterwards, someone read from the Koran, and the declaration 
of the men of Mehrabad Base was read. At the conclusion, the demonstrators 
issued their manifesto, part of which read as follows: 


“We deman:' that all ties be cut between Iran and America, no matter what 
the political consequences. They are the ties between oppressor and op- 
pressed.” 


The demonstrators ended their demonstration by waving their anti-imperialist 
placards, whose legends included: 


"We Condemn the Return of Foreign Advisore and the Weakening of Soldiers’ 
Councils in the Army;" "Death to the Reactionaries Who Undermine the Pillars 
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of the Revolution;"” "We Soldiers Condemn the American Senate, Particularly 
Zionist Senators;" “No Political, Military or Economic Agreements with 
America;" “Our People Are a Guarantee That the Struggle Against Imperialiss 
Will Continue;" “Terrorism of Thoughts and Personalities is Condemned.” 


At the end, one of the air force personnel read a poem about the Islamic 
Revolution. Several verses against communism led to a scuffle on the 
outskirts of the assembly. Immediately a call went out for quiet and order. 
However, the crowd went on reciting poems against communism, so that the 
guards fired several shots into the air to disperse the demonstrators. 
Simultaneously, men surrounded a woman who had been distributing leaflets, 
in order to protect her from attackers. To quell the crowd's anger, the 
demonstration was terminated at 1545 hours. 
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IRAN 


STUDENTS, WORKERS DEMONSTRATE AT U. S. EMBASSY 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 28 May 79 p 2 


[Text] The Students Fighting for the Freedom of the Working Class con- 
sider Friday's attack on the anti-U. S. Senate demonstration in front of 
the American embassy a plot to divert people's attention from their real 


enemy, imperialism. 


Following the attack on the demonstrations in front of the U. S. Embassy 
and in Mossadegh Square, in which a number of people were wounded, the 
Students Fighting for the Freedom of the Working Class published a state- 
ment, in which it was asked: "Who disrupted the anti-American demonstra- 
tions? It began when some deluded, foolish elements attacked anti-U. S. 
demonstrators. In these fascist attacks, several demonstrators were 
wounded. A girl was knifed, and another man was stabbed in the eye and 
face. 


"It is clear that these fascist actions are not confined to Friday's at- 
tacks; every demonstrator has run into them before. However, today 
everyone is asking himself, ‘Why these attacks on the demonstrators? 
Why does such an organization exist, with a program of such attacks? 
And lastly, why was an American behind the embassy wall making 4 vic- 
tory sign with his fingers?’ The answer is that imperialism, far from 
being defeated, still has a great deal of power, to the extent thut it 
tries to disrupt the anti-U. S. demonstrations and thus deflect the 
sharp edge of the people's anger from itself. It is naive to believe 
that imperialism, which in a few decades gained complete control over 
our economic, political and cultural affairs, would give them up easily. 


"The imperialists are trying to start conspiracies in Gonbad, Sanandaj, 
Nag-adeh, Khuzestan and ... terrorist acts against individuals like the 
Ayatollah Motahari, which occurred immediately after the decisive and 
passion-filled workers’ demonstrations. The Rafsanjan incident occurred 
only a few hours after the angry anti-U. S. demonstrations. On the one 
hand, these plots are intended to divert people's attention, and on the 
other hand, to use propaganda and agitation to make the most politically 
aware anti-imperialist elements look like the authors of these plots and 
thus the real enemies of the oppressed masses. 
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"They attack the + rogressive organizations, groups and newspapers because 
they are the enemies of reaction and imperialism. Finally, it must be 
asked whether the government's silence in the face of these attacks repre- 
sents a seal of approval." 
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LRAN 


FREEDOM OF RELIGIOUS PROPAGANDA URGED 
Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 29 May 79 p 3 


[Text] The Iranian Union for the Defense of Religious Rights and Freedom 
announced its existence with the publication of a declaration of objec- 
tives. Partial contents of this statement were: 


In conformity with the articles of the International Declaration on Human 
Rights, and in particular the articles below which read: 


--"Every person has the right to life, liberty and personal security." 


--"Every person has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and reli- 
gious belief. This freedom includes the freedom to change one's religion 
or other beliefs, and the freedom to express one's faith and beliefs. It 
also includes freedom of religious instruction and freedom of religious 
observances. These freedoms apply to both individuals and groups, ‘per- 
sonally and collectively.'" 


--"Every person has the right to believe and express his beliefs without 
fear or apprehension, and to receive and publish information by any means 
and without regard to international frontiers." 


In its announcement, the Iranian Union for the Defense of Religious Rights 
and Freedom affirmed the freedom and independence of Iran as well as the 
right of all the nation's recognized religions to follow their own be- 
liefs. 


l. Instead of the word “minority,” the word “brothers” or "comrades" or 
"Iranians" should be used in all laws and public messages. 


2. There should be no religiously-based social or political discrimina- 
tion. 


3. There should be no religious discrimination in government, private, 
civil or military employment. 
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4. Religious groups should be free to use their own language and script 
in publications, meetings, radio and TV broadcasts. 


5. Religious groups should be free to follow their own manner of dress 
and to perform their religious and other traditional observances. 


6. Religious groups should enjoy complete freedom to issue propaganda 
and information, and to defend their articles of faith by holding meet- 
ings, publishing literature and broadcasting radio/TV programs. 


7. There should be respect for the religious and traditional observances 
of every religious group. 


8. The religious and other observances of every sect should be broadcast 
on radio and TV. 


9. In cases where the religious law of one sect forms the basis for one 
of the country's laws, other religious groups should be permitted to apply 
their own religious laws instead. 


10. Religious groups should have the right to defend themselves and to 
prosecute their detractors who make religiously-based accusations. 


ll. There should be respect for all religions’ public institutions, 
places of education and worship. 


12. Religious groups should have complete freedom to conduct programs in 
religious instruction in their own educational centers. 


13. The religious instruction and textbook materials of one religion 
should not criticize or malign another religion. 


14. Every religion should enjoy freedom in matters of eating and drinking. 
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IRAN 


GUIDELINES FOR REVOLUTIONARY PROGRAM SET FORTH 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 30 May 79 p 6 
[Article by ‘Abdollah Nuri] 


[Text] Considering that the movement of the Iranian nation has been based 
on Koran and Islam and that the nation's demand is the implementation of the 
true Islamic regulations under the words of “Islamic republic” and also by 
camsidering Islamic standards and criteria, I hereby propose the fol lowing: 


l- The main and fundamental axis of programs, appointments, honorings, 
naming, giving promotion in ranks, propaganda, and slogans should be based 

om Islam, not on nationality, friendship, relatimship, or group inclinations. 
If Iran's revolution changes its directio from Islamic towards other stand- 
ards, it will leave its direction and the movement will become besieged in 
this territory and then it will led to its deviatio and isolatio. There- 
fore, we should not place value on national personalities more than we do on 
the Islamic fighters. The incompetent persons, those who at Satan's system 
were helping the monarchy regime, those who did not give up any effort to 
protect the Satans and suck the nation's blood should not be considered in 
appointments, because placing value on them would be to the loss of the move- 
ment, nation, and even the government. If they are given high positions by 
the revolutionary government, they will inflict an irreparable blow to the 
Islamic government. More than anything the standards should be considered. 
Otherwise, it will not take long for the government that today takes a 
deviated step to turn into a government similar of that of Mohammad Reza 

Khan. If those who had acted as conservatives and were against this revolu- 
tion and against giving up their lives, those who were accused of cooperating 
with former intelligence organizations or are accused of being affiliated 

to East and West get the positions, they will make plots against Islam and 

the Islamic nation. Here I ask the authorities: Why aren't the young forces, 
who are not comparable from the viewpoint of activity and sympathy to those 

of the previous system and who have so much faith in Islamic principles and 
will defend Islam up to losing their lives, are not used more--considering 
that qualifications cmsist of capabilities, having virtue, and activity; 

not having a white beard and a few years of experience without any productivity. 
Isn't it because Islam places value on virtue, honesty and work and that our 
martyrs have lost their lives so that the Islamic principles would rule, not 
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non-Islamic standards or relationships. We see that despite many old and 
experienced men in Islam Asageh Ibn Zayd was appointed as the commander of 
the troops and Hosham Ibn Hokm stood next to the nation's leadership. If 

we take a look at the revolutions and movements in the world, we will notice 
that they are handled by the youth and that after victory they are the youth 
who run their country affairs in the best way possible. 


2- Islam does not recognize geographic borders officially. Iran's revolu- 
tim cannot also be based on saving the borders and territory of this country, 
because it is based on salvation of (all) Moslems from the domination of 
histroy oppressors. Iran's revolution spins om an Islamic “axis.” It im- 
plements whatever Islam says and protects it. It is not related to any 
territory, not even Iran. Iran's movement is a prophetic mission for the 
salvation of the poor throughout the world and it interferes in the affairs 

of all territories belomging to “Allah” that satanic rulers of our time have 
dominated as tyrants and enslaved the nations. 


Therefore, it is necessary for us to rely on Islamic principles to save the 
other deprived natios of the world and to continue with our movement and 
attack. Those who today want to maintain the existing system in Iran and 

are conservative and think of what is best and overlook the nation's Islamic 
issue are those who were content to the limits of the constitutional law and 
free elections. In Islam borders have never existed, It has been the cruel 
and the oppressed, the poor and common people, Islam and infidelity that 
come under consideration. Our revolution is also based m Islam. The Koran 
says “Chapter Nesa'a verse 75" “Why don't you fight for God when the victims 
shout for help for the cruelties of the criminals?" The same way that last 
year this verse and similar verses from the Koran addressed ‘he Islamic natia 
of Iran to save the poor throughout this territory from the domination of 
servants of American imperialism, Today it calls for helping the Moslem 
oppressed and the poor in the Islamic countries. An instant of hesitation 

in revolutimary attack is considered a negligence towards the Islamic policy 
and revolutionary duty. It is with such an attack that the oppressed Moslem 
nations in the region will quickly move to launch a merciless struggle 
against the East and the West world consumers--and also the opposition will 
not find the chance to think about besieging and oppressing Iran's Islamic 
revolution. It is when we stop attacking and become conservatives and think 
of the best policy for our interests and the opposition will start attacking 
us. It is here that we feel the government leaders should be revolutionary 
and that like the Imam's insight think revolutimary thoughts so that they 
would always have an attacking position and never a defensive face. The 
leadership of the revolutionary government cannot have a narrow vision and 

an unrevolutionary policy. The same as the revolutionary leader, the govern- 
ment should not pay any attention to world objection because the majority 

of governments of the world are based on falsehood and most of the massmedia 
are run by Ziqmism, It is quite natural that they become upset by our Islamic 
humane activities and shed tears and raise tumults. Wasn't it so in the 
course of the revolution? If the Iranian nation and leadership had been 
affected by the adverse propaganda, our revolution wouldn't have resulted 

in victory. Right now the Satans are only pleased if we consider their 








interests. Therefore, it is qvice natural why the East, West, impe -ialism 
communism, and Zionism are upset about Iran's movement. This is an advantage 
to our government and ome of the criteria for recognizing that we are revolu- 
ticnary. The time when our enemies become pleased with us is obviously when 
we have deviated from the revolution'’s direction ana if we remain in the 
revolution's direction our enemies little and big, east and we: , Will swear 
at us and our Islamic government. When Carter had his footprints in Lran 

and was enjoying the benefits of the monarchy regime, its affiliates, and 
bunch of armed pensioners, he failed to change our direction with all of the 
forces and wide propaganda that he had at his disposal. Now that our nation 
has all of the military forces, propaganda, people's unity at its disposal, 

it should never be conservative towards Carter, Brezhnev, Begin, and other 
mock powers [governments]. With the same revolutionary movement, let us 
march ahead to save all the Moslems and poor in th’ world. Here notice that 
demarcation and country borders are principles that have been set up and 
approved by criminals and cruel people in order to be free to administer 
injustice and oppression against the deprived and :ppressed under their 
domination, The terms "mutual respect toward legal governments” and “pro- 
tecting the countries’ independence” 7nd "lack of interference in the internal 
affairs of others" are anti~God and inhumane terms that are used to cover 
their crimes. The standards for determining the range of Iran's Islamic 
revolution ire the poor in the world. Now if interference is a country's 
internal affairs is detrimental to the poor in that area, such an interference 
is condemned and inappropriate. However, if an interference is for the salva- 
tion of the poor under oppression, it is necessary and essential. The Iranian 
nation that has irrigated the Islamic ovement with her blood will not go 
along with such international phrases and sentenc ss. The ideology of Iran's 
Islamic nation is based upon salvation of the poor, uplifting the word "God" 
throughout the world, and fulfilling God's will, which in chapter Qusas verse 5 
reads "We have decided t» make the world's oppressed the ivheritors and leaders 
of the earth." Like the groups affilitated with leftist and rightist 
ideologies, who strike a blow for their masters, the Islamic nation has also 
defended Islam at the universal level and risen for the salvation of all the 
oppressed in the world. 


When the standards become Islamic for the nation aad the goverument and the 
inhumane international standards and laws ruling the countries are put aside, 
wouldn't we have responsibility vis-a-vis the Islamic liberation movements 
such as Eritria, Palestine, Philippines, and Afghanistan wnose cries are 

heard by any conscious person and their eyes focused on our Islanic revolution, 


Shouldn't the Iranian Islamic nation take a severe position aguinst the un- 
merciful massacres of the oppressed Moslem nation of Afghanistan? Shouldn't 

the Islamic nati mobilize all of its forces wiihin its capabilities to help 
the Afghan Moslem brothers wad uproot the regime set by the eastern imperialists 


Based on Islamic standards the relationship between Iran's Islamic nation 
should be strengthened with che Islamic nations, not with the imposed govern- 
ments. Therefore, wouldn't it have been better if Ire had not participated 
in the Conference of Norocco? If the standards were Moslem standards and 








followed Islamic policies, ‘Ali Ibn Abi Taleb would not have sat next to a 
cruel person and would not have recognized satanic rulers as the true leaders 
of the nation. The conference was under the chairmanship of Malek Hasan, 

the traitor, the brother and companion of Iran's deposed shah. When he gave 
refuge to the shah for some time, he did not agree to turn the shah over to 
us to the benefit of Iran's oppressed nation. He is cruel to his people for 
the interest of imperialism and Zionism. From the viewpoint of Moslem people 
he is condemned to several death sentences. Now from the viewpoint of Islamic 
principles isn't it antirevolutionary to take part in such a conference? The 
oppressed nations of the Islamic countries have fixed their eyes on Iran's 
Islamic revolution to see if this revolution would--like other movement 
throughout the world--result in compromising with satanic rulers or fighting 
and getting involved with them to the interest of the Moslems and the oppressed 
throughout the world. 


Now if Iran is supposed to have relations with other countries why can't 
Libya have relations with Iran as an Islamic country. Is it because Libya 
has a Satanical government affiliated with the East? How about the United 
States and England which have had so many crimes, cruelities, plundering and 
have created corruption at all levels in this country. Can we have relations 
with them? We cannot have relations with Libya because it might create a 
Communist center. Why are we authorized to have relatimms with the Soviet 
Union and all other Eastern Bloc countries. Aren't the crimes and aggressions 
of the Eastern and Western blocks in Iran not at the level of Seyyed Mosa 
Sadr's case, or have his relations with some groups set aside the standards? 
If Libya had had good relations with the former shah, the Libyan embassy 
would have been closed now. Is it Libyas fault for not having had good re- 
lation with the shah? 


3- Beyond being a materialistic revolution our revolution is apiritual, 
cultural, and ethical, because the foundation of Islam is based on spiritual 
dimensions rather than materialistic aspects. (The prophet said my movement 
was to firm all good virtues, morals and good ethics). So we should try 
within our capabilities to introduce to the world the true Islam and the 
revolutimary ideology and Islamic ethics with our actions, Iran's Moslem 
nation has made the revolution just as ‘Ali Ibn Abi Taleb did--to show to 
the world the true face of Islam and the special characteristics of the Islamic 
government by its act and behavior. Although ‘Ali Ibn Abi Taleb did not rule 
(not the way he should have) by bravery, manliness, kindness, morality, 
courage, forgiveness, humanity, sympathy with the poor, and opposing the 
oppressors, he presented a proper type of government to the world. He wanted 
history to see a face of humanity, virtue, excellence and truthfulness, al- 
though he did not attain rulership. Therefore, anyone in any position is 
respmsible for introducing the true Islam. The nation should have multi- 
directional and organized activities to Islamic laws and prevent programs 
that endanger the honor of an Islamic society. Those who promote prostitu- 
tion and are unrestrained with their shameful actions want to change the true 
Islam and the Koranic laws. They want to destroy Islam and unfortunately 
the authorities do not feel any responsibilities for such matters. Those 
who, after victory in revolutim, have prepared themselves to implement 
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revolutionary Islamic principles acted impudently and took satanic behavior 
and action when they realized that the authorities did not pay any attention 
and they are not afraid whatsoever. It is quite fearful that not even 
gradual actions have been taken in this respect. Day by day the enemies 

of Islamic revolution increase their anti-Islamic actions in magazines, 
cinemas, prostitution centers, public sights, etc. Here I suggest that 

by considering the Islamic principles, which find the Islamic nation respon- 
sible for events, the natim should not step aside from the issues. The 
nation that under the Imam's leadership brought Iran's revolution to this 
point should be completely involved in the current affairs, solve the big 
Islamic problems and issues, give comments and find itself bound to imp lement 
Islamic principles in the country, and when they are not implemented the 
nation should make demonstrations and march, not only not to oppose the 
government but it to help it fulfill the Islamic programs, because the shame- 
ful behavior that brings about changes in Islam will be a loss to the revolu- 
tion as a result of its reflection in and out of Iran. 


4- Although each person believes that all issues should be handled to the 
Islamic interests, because of weakness in faith, it is felt that a very 
strong and meticulous inspection system should be established to control the 
activities of the government department, army, and even factories and com- 
panies and to report to the revolutionary council or leadership. In other 
words, the same way as the Islamic revolutionary guards were and are required 
to protect the outcomes of the revolution, it is necessary to establish a 
group of nonmilitary Islamic revolutiqary guards to implement the revolutionary 
aims and to see that Islamic principles are implemented at all levels from 
the government to the smallest institution and to expand it throughout the 
country rapidly. What Imam said regarding establishing a ministry-~-"for 
admonishing not to commit what is unlawful and recommanding to do good,"-- 
independent from the government, reminds us this to some extent. Yes, if 

an independent organization is established under the supervision of the revolu- 
tionary leadership or an Islamic committed source or the revolutionary council 
to protect the Islamic principles and be the spokesman for the Islamic issues 
and ideologies and direct all classes of society towards enforcing Islamic 
rule and be in charge of “enjoining nut to commit what is unlawful and 
recammanding to do good," and along this broad program to have a ready and 
equipped group throughout the country to see that islamic (rules) are carried 
out, then the problems, deviations, oppositions, weaknesses, inobediences, 
conspiracies and threats will be reported to the revolutionary leadership 

so that decisions can be made to correct the problems. Yes an organization 
separate from the government that includes guidance sections for “enjoining 
not to commit what is unlawful and recommanding to do good" should study the 
conditions of the society and supervise all government, military, administra- 
tive, labor, farmer, student, and other cadres to protect the Islamic revolu- 
tim the military and nonmilitary branches of the revolutionary court. This 
organization should throughout the country so that everyone from the highest 
personalities to the most ordinary person in the society would be guided and 
advised so that if he does something against the interest of Islam and the 
country he would be admonished not to cammit what is unlawful and be recom- 
manded to do good, and if this does not produce any result he may be turned 
over to the Islamic revolutionary court. 
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5- The mass media--radio, television, or newspapers, magazines movies, and 
theaters—have the greatest role in Iran's Islamic revolution. It is observed 
that the elements related to imperialism, SAVAK, communism, Zionism, and 
reactimaries intend to penetrate the media to perform their work, which is 
to prevent revolutionary programs based on Islamic ideologies. Here I 
suggest that if the directors and those in charge of radio, television, news- 
papers, magazines, theaters, and cinemas believe in the Islamic revolution 
and support what the nation wants, they should use their capabilities to 
spread Islamic ideology and culture as well as describe Iran's Islamic revolu- 
tion and the dangers which are facing it. They must alert the nation and 

show the true direction of the revolution. The ture Islamic revolutionary 
persmalities should be invited to change the satanic programs. Their main 
duty should be to make broadcast propaganda against all oppressors and 
colonialists of the world and to invite the Moslem nation and all of the poor 
in the world to stage a worldwide revolution. The mass media, which shold 
be at the disposal of the Islamic revolution (although it is not), should 
show the depth of the revolutiaom and its various dimensions in the country 
and other countries. It should increase the Iranian nations’ growth and 
awareness in science, politics and their belief. The entertainment programs 
should be dropped [off the air] as much as possible and value of the programs 
should be increased. It should not neglect any effort within its power for 
the fulfillment of the humane Islamic revolutions in the region and in the 
wor ld, 


6- The most genuine and powerful force of Iran's nation is the clergy 

system and religious authority, the system that protects Islam and its inter- 
ests, the system whose leader's voice affects the depth of the soul of every 
Moslem and persuades him to move, the system that originates from God and 
follows the prophet and ‘Ali's way. Isn't it better if an organization is 
established for the coordinatiam and formatim of these forces in different 
areas under the leadership of distinguished upright religious authorities? 
Those who are very concerned and familiar with the Islamic world are involved 
in the scene of contradiction. The establishment of such an organization is 
very necessary and essential to attend to the Islamic affairs of the country, 
to have precise statistics m its improvements or the dangers facing it, to 
control the rate of virtue and knowledge of the clergy, to guide them in 
their manners of teaching and education and associating, and to purify those 
who have stolen the clergy robes and are treacherous to Islam. Such an 
organizatim can take most of the society's problems and issues off the 
shoulders of the leader and help solve them, Furthermore, the consistency 
of Islamic revolution movement will avoid any stoppage if the revolutionary 
leader is sick or tired. 


7- One of the most serious dangers that Iran's Islamic revolution is faced 
with is the unity of the hostile forces. Koran says: Anfal chapter verse 73 
"The enemies of Islam are the supporters and friends of ome another. If you 
too do not unite, there will be a great corruption and tumult om earth.” The 
unity of various Islamic groups, those who believe in Imam's policy, which 
is God's way, is considered one of the dangerous forces against Islam's enemy. 
If with such a unity our dangerous enemy would not accept (its) defeat, it is 
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necessary that for the protection of true Islam and Islamic revolutim to 
consider Imam's policy as a criteria--the policy against East and West, 
imperialism and cammunism, Zionism and reactionaries, and the salvation of 
the Moslems and the poor from the domination of colonialist and the imposed 
government. All Islamic forces should unite based on this policy and avoid 
making different groups that cause disunim, because in that case a great 
danger will threaten our revolutio. Here, I suggest that in order to make 
such a unity more feasible and quicker, we should establish councils in 
charge of making appointments rather than individuals, and instead of one 
respamsible authority we should have a council consisting of various persons 
believing in the Islamic revolution to run the ministries, offices, army and 
other institutions. The leadership cadre should be expanded by considering 
the existing intellectual religious and active and concerned forces, so that 
first of all the works would carry om more rapidl, because of active partici- 
pation of more individuals, and secondly by using other forces and faces, a 
holy unity would be created among various Islamic forces. It is the resposi- 
bility of the leadership cadre to try to unite all Islamic forces believing 
in the revolution and Imam's leadership and to prevent conspiracies that take 
place behind the curtain in order to create rift and separation among the 
forces. 
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KHUZESTAN ARABS HAVE STRONG LEVERAGE VIS-A-VIS TEHRAN 
Cologne RHEINISCHER MERKUR in German No 23, 8 Jun 79 p 7 


[Article by Gerd Ressing: “Iran's Authority on the decline. Khuzestan's 
Sunnites Have the Stronger Leverage." 


([Text] The gradual decline of the Iranian government's authority is con- 
tinuing. An apparently incurable cancer. An ethnical erosion is added to 
the division of the population into strict Shiite orthodoxy and mildly 
liberal progressivism, which Marxist elements are attempting to use for 
their own purposes. Minorities at the borders are striving for autonomy, 
or at least for more rights in government. Kurdish, Azerbaijan and Turkmen 
tribes have already revolted so that troops had to be called in. Now Arab 
workers in the oil-fields of the southwest province of Khuzestan have been 
added. The establishment of a state of martial law in their region and 
threatening words by Ayatollah Khomeyni from Qom do l‘ttle to alleviate the 
situation. 


President Mehdi Bazargan has noted correctly that Iran is like a city with 
a hundred sheriffs. Khomeyni, as leader of the Islamic revolution, has the 
respect of the people, to be sure, but because there is no parliament, the 
revolutionary council has taken over the functions of both the senate and 
the Lower house. The government ranks only third after that. The head 

of government understandably had the need to disassociate himself from the 
permanently revolutionary bloody administration of justice. Thus, when he 
deplored the many centers of power which are beyond his control, he spoke 
more for the benefit of the world at large than the Iranians. The revolu- 
tionary committees, the militia and Islamic courts can act arbitrarily at 
will. Bazargan might already be among their victims, if Shiite leaders 
did not have to fear for their international reputation. Three aspects 
place the present rebellion in Khuzestan--the province which is also known 
as Arabistan--into a new perspective. 


l. The Khuzestans are Sunnites who demand a share in government power which, 
up until now, had been denied to them by the Shiite leadership in Tehran. 








2. They do not constitute a backward and uneducated ethnic minority. On the 
contrary, they are “enlightened” workers in ofl-fields and factories of 
their region, sone of them religious, to be sure, but mostly indoctrinated 
with socialist and Marxist ideas, which, in Islam, is not to be misconstrued 


as antireligious. For the Ayatollah Khomeyni, this is a barrier which his 
words cannot remove. 


3. Because of the region's oil, which they produce, they have an indispen- 
sable function within Iran's economy. More directly: vis-a-vis Tehran, 
they have the stronger leverage. 


Their demands are aimed above all at the actual modernization and deve lopment 
of their region which, in the shah era, was viewed too mich from the perspec- 
tive of economic profit, whereby the development of industry was given ex- 
clusive precedence. Whether the Islamic leaders are able to assess the 
self-esteem of the Khuzestan oilworkers correctly or not could become de- 
cisive for the success of the Islamic revolution. 


There were, however, also demonstrations for an “Arabic” autonomy at the 
Gulf in Khorrashahr, for which Tehran called in troops. There has already 
been bloodshed. Also in question is possible action by neighboring Iraq, 
which immediately reconnoitered the situation at the border with helicopters. 
An intervention by Iraq in order to help the Sunnites would be risky. Such 
an attempt could cause Tehran to spur on resentments against the B'ath regime 
in Baghdad among the Iraqi Shiites. And, besides that, Persian nationalisa, 
Which dates back to pre<Islamic times and which was thought to have disap- 
peared with the fall of the shah could suddenly be revived. 


The “anti-Americanism” which presently unites the neighboring countries also 
speaks against such a provocation by Iraq. The revolutionary court in Tehran, 
reacting nerviously to various attempted assassinations near Khomeyni, re- 
cently supposed that the CIA in Washington is again actively involved. 


The question of how the United States will act in the immediate future in 
the Gulf region cannot be answered as yet. Their Middle Eastern defense al- 
liance no longer exists, and a new kind of peaceful cooperation between Iran 
and the West now depends essentially on Tehran itself. No one who bears any 
political responsibility for the Near East is going to draw the wrong con- 
clusion from the Iranians’ struggle against “feudalism” and “imperialism” in 
their owo land; namely, that Iran is now a member of the communist-dependent 
system of nations while maintaining specifically Islamic characteristics. 
Islamic states, even those of “socio-revolutionary” orientation, have until 
now always avoided any definitive ties to Moscow. 


In spite of the blood which continues to be shed in Iran without proper 
judicial proceedings according to Western standards: the country requires 
patience, without wanting to extenuate any crimes. The era of fanaticism 

is likely to end at some time. For, in spite of all previous errors, it is 
unimaginable that important aspects of sensible modernization will be shunned 
permanently in Iran only because the shah pursued such a course. Even puri- 
tanical Ayatollahs cannot lead back to the Middle Ages. 
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ROAD TO RECUVERY BAFFLES GOVERNMENT 
Tehran IRAN ECONOMIC SERVICE in English No 235 24 Jun 79 pp 2-7 


[Text] The politico-economic crisis which had heightened in 1977, coupled 
with the surge of the struggles of the Iranian nation, made for the fall of 
the despotic regime. The economic crisis reached its apex in the 6 months 
period preceding the overthrow of the regime. This was achieved by nation- 
wide strikes that crippled the economy. 


When Bazargan was appointed Prime Minister of the Provisional Revolutionary 
government, he enunciated his program to be the holding of the referendum 
for the legal change of the regime, the convening of the constituent assembly 
and organizing parliamentary elections. It was evident that the government 
was not keen on radical and fundamental changes in the form of cutting off 
the economic and political interests of the imperialists and their local 
partners. The efforts seemed to be directed at quick return to the previous 
economic and social status and to reconstruct the disrupted economy. 


All efforts seemed to have been concentrated on “reconstruction.” Even in 
that framework it was obvious that the new government did not have the 
slightest understanding of the economic crisis and of the imperative and 
basic problems of the society. The we. of the government thought that by 
the sheer issue of orders, works would jo beck to normal and the critical 
situation of the nation would go back to normal so quickly and smoothly 
that no more duties would be left for the government except to hold the 
referendum, form the constituent assembly and call elections to the parlia- 
ment. But the government was awakened very quickly to the fact it was fac- 
ing hundreds of economic and political puzzles and problems. 


Each of these problems is so important, essential and imperative that the 
government does not know where to begin. It managed to ease some of these 
problems to some extent, but it has not succeeded in solving any of then. 
In fact, many of the problems intensified despite the government's frantic 
efforts to stem them. As things progress, the crisis will snowball. The 
government's plight is crucial in every field and sector: 


Unemployment: Millions of people are out of job in Iran. The government 
does not have a single basic program for solving the unemployment problesa. 
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Or if it has one, it has kept it up its sleeves. All the government's ef- 
forts have been limited to re-activation of factories and road construction 
and contracting and building companies, and to continuation of unfinished 
projects. For this purpose the government has paid the companies in question 
tens of billions of rials and provided the necessary facilities. 


The assembly industries and those dependent on foreign technology and mate- 
rials too heavily are incapable of continuing due to shortage of raw mate- 
rials and parts and because of financial and managerial problems, uncer- 
tainties and many other problems. With the present difficulties, the com- 
panies and industries cannot regain their prior status. 


Even if we assume that these industries and firms return to the previous 
condition, the problem of unemployment will remain unresolved. The construc- 
tion sector is at a standstill and the private sector does not have any mo- 
tive and does not show any interest cto invest; with the uncertainties and 
lack of plans existing now, the private sector is not expected to touch any 
construction work for quite some time to come. 


The closure of military bases and service activities account for a large 
portion of the unemployed population. These are not likely to go back on 
stream ever. Even at its most prosperous activity under the smallholding 
arrangement, agriculture does not have the potential to absorb the unen- 
ployed, especially the young workers. So, their return to villages will 
not mean a shot in the arm of agriculture. 


In circumstance that the government tries to surplus many civil servants 

in government agencies and put them at the discretion of the Ministry of 
Labor it is not to be expected that the government employ new employees and 
workers. Under these circumstances, where will the unemployed millions be 
re-employed, then? 


Uncertain Government and Private Sector: Bazargan said that there were 
many poles and centers of power at work, making decision and using their 
own discretion independently of ome another and of the government. Such a 
dispersion, Bazargan said, exposes the country to danger. The government 
says it is against the public sector and that it wants to leave everything 
up to the private sector. For this purpose, it has paid tens of billions 
of rials to industries and companies to enable them to operate. But the 
private sector is baffled by the many sources of command in the government 
and by many uncertainties. 


The government is against nationalizing the industries and companies whose 
owners fled the country. It has appointed acting managers for these com- 
panies and factories. The Governor of the Central Bank of Iran said that 

if those who transfered money out of the country return their money to Iran, 
he would personally guarantee their well-being and their financial safety. 


The Governor of the Central Bank and the Ministery of Finance both declared 
that banks would not be nationalized and that interest would stay, only that 
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efforts would be made to reduce interest. The government's views and actions 
about economic probJexus are clear and explicit, but the trouble is that the 
government has no sanction, no power; as we saw in the case of banks, na- 
tionalization took place despite the government's prior declarations to the 
contrary. 


The views of other pressure groups are exactly opposite to those of the 
government's. They say that industries should be nationalized; banks should 
be nationalized, imterest is untouchable; barren lands should be national- 
ized; and the status of the capitalists be looked into. Some are looking 
for puritan, classless society. Some support the oppressed and attempt to 
bring them to power. Some say Islam is against private ownership. Some 
others say that private property is the product of individual work. Some 
Say everything should be nationalized. Others would go along with govern- 
mentalization. 


Under such circumstances, people in the private sector are non-plussed; they 
do not with whom they have to deal. Under such circumstances, not only will 
they not invest but they will try to get their assets out of danger. 


It is not only the private sector that does not know what to do; the govern- 
ment, too, is unable to decide. If the private sector gets out of its 
quandary, then the government would know what its contribution would be, 
which economic activities would be partially or entirely its duty and in 
which fields it would have to invest. But the governsent will have to take 
action as soon as possible to develop economic activities and create job 
opportunities without waiting for the private sector. Just as the govern- 
ment took over the banks and rid them of their quandary, it should lead 
other branches of the private sector out of the quagmire. 


When no new investments are made, the prior economic activities will tend 
to get more limited. Therefore, the unemployed people should be expecting 
no new job opportunities to pop up. 


It should be remembered that discontentment among entrepreneurs began in 
1976 when they stopped investing. Escape of capital started in the same 
year. Since investment in industry and agriculture takes seversl years to 
begin being profitable, and since very little investment has been made in 
the past 3 years or so, the urgency of new investments and the connection 
between economic viability and full employment impress themselves on our 
minds. 


Housing Problem: Housing involves over 200 industrial and productive 
branches of activity. It is also related to a major area of trade and im 
portation activity. Im the past years, banks or most of them used to pro- 
vide housing loans and for some of them this had become a major line. In 
recent years, housing was one of the most lucrative, if not the most lucra- 
tive, branches of economy, so much so that large and small capitals were 
gravitated to it. 

















According to estimates by housing and urban development planners, between 
150,000 to 200,000 new housing units need to be built in Iran each year. 
The highest number built was in 1976 when 80,000 units only were built in 
Iran, but it brought in the highest rate of profit to those engaged in this 
and its allied branches. In 1977, restrictions imposed by the government 
dampened construction activities and these almost came to a standstill by 
1978. 


The provisional government has permitted the construction of houses outside 
the city limit. Some hurdles have been removed. Banks have reduced their 
loan interests. But the fate of banks is not known. And the Mayor of Tehran 
has warned the people not to buy land because the price of land would drop 

to zero level. The land nationalization act has not yet been published. 

The millions that go without jobs and income, who suffer from hunger, are 
unable to pay the rental of the one room lodging they have. Every day a 
number of these people have to vacate their rooms and join the slums. The 
million people who cannot even pay for the food of their families how can 
they take steps for getting housing for themselves? 


While housing is the biggest problem of the people next to unemployment, it 
does not seem likely that construction activities will pick up again under 
the current circumstances. The housing problem is expected to get more and 
more snarled. The existence and prosperity of 200 industrial and productive 
lines are hinged upon the resumption and flourish of construction. These 
lines play an important part in employment, income and productivity of the 
society. Success or failure of the government will strengthen or weaken the 
hand of the government in solving other problems. If it fails, housing will 
remain the greatest headache of the country. 


Inflation and Stagnation (Stagflation): Reduction of industrial production 
and the destruction of agriculture and animal husbandry are the main causes 
of inflation. Since 1976 investment shrank and some small~scale industries 
and handicrafts went bankrupt. Strike and stoppage of factories, offices 
and activities crippled all economic affairs in all branches and helped 
burgeon the inflation. Government expenditure in the form of salaries of 
civil servants, expenses of the army and the security organization (SAVAK), 
purchase of military hardware and construction of military bases contributed 
to inflation. 


Reduction of local production and increase of importation and arms purchases, 
coupled with other government spending actually drove the country to the 
verge of bankruptcy, so that last year the country had about $10 billion 
budget deficit despite a revenue of $24 billion. In 1977, Iran's import 
bill, excluding purchase of arms and influx of contraband goods, rose to 
about $15 billion. 


After the fall of the despotic regime of the Shah, purchase of arms were 
stopped. Offices, government agencies, the bazar and shops and most of the 
factories have resumed work but industries and factories are grappled with 
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a shortage of raw materials and other problems as well. Most of them failed 
to reach the same level of production as prior to the revolution. It is. 
forseen that productivity will fall still lower and some of the industries 
will go out of business. Agriculture and animal husbandry that had been 
neglected and weakened over decades, particularly during the past few years, 
cannot be reorganized without radical changes and careful studies and plan- 
ning and without extensive planning. Even at that, it will not become self- 
sufficient. Therefore, raw materials, consumer goods and agricultural pro- 
duce, meat and dairy will have to be imported and imports will remain at the 
same level as in previous years and the oil revenue will have to be spent on 
imports. In recent years world prices have been on the increase and we have 
been importing it as inflation. Given the fact that we still have to import 
a great deal, we do not stand a chance to avert the importation of foreign 
inflation. 


In the past few months price increases have been continuing and the prices 

of foreign products have gone up by 20 to 50 percent. World prices are bound 
to shadow rising oil prices, and every measure of increase in prices in the 
outside world will reflect on prices of domestic consumer goods. 


In order to encourage greater productivity in agriculture and animal hus- 
bandry, the government has raised the prices of all agricultural and live- 
stock products. But because the millions of people who are out of work do 
not heve » etrong purchasing power, there has been little improvement in the 
stagnate .conomy and little decrease in wages and salaries. If the millions 
of the une.rivyed people have their incomes drop to the lowest level through 
unproductive activities, prices will rise much higher. The government does 
not seem to have any initiative for solving the problems of stagflation. 
Certainly the programs and methods they have adopted so far will never enable 
them to solve the problems. 


Consumerism: Domestic markets grew because of reliance on oil revenue. The 
imperialists and domestic capitalists, particularly the Pahlavi family that 
had a direct interest in the consumer market of Iran, supported it to the 
hilt. For this purpose they set up dependent industries which had to be fed 
by certain materials, which materials had to be imported. Merchants imported 
goods which were not so necessary. They made the medium class and ii some 
cases the working class to the consumption of certain goods which were not 
essential to them and if they could not find these products, they would not 
be miserable. What was formerly considered unnecessary became necessary 
when people got used to them. This addiction means that such products can- 
not be kept away from the market and that people cannot be expected to give 
up using them. They have become prestigious and sign of class distinction 
and part of the culture of the ordinary people. The government can neither 
prevent the local production of these goods nor their importation. On the 
contrary, the people expect the government to increase wages, reduce infla- 
tion and supply goods so that they can have a better life. Apparently the 
government cannot find the way round this problem. 














Agriculture: Agriculture and animal husbandry have had a bad turn in Iran 
particularly in the last several years. They cannot be turned around with 
talk, an increase in the prices of some produce and some improvements and 
reforms here and there. 


Is Iran's agricultural poteatial great enough to absorb all the rural migrants 
if they return to their villages from the urban areas? Will it reach a level 
of growth which would dissuade villagers from migrating to cities? Will we 
achieve self-sufficiency as claimed that we would? Will Iranian farmers at- 
tain such a productivity that would provide the raw materials of our indus- 
tries? 


Answers to all these questions seem to be in the negative. Iran is a dry 
land with little rainfall. Of all the arable land only 35 percent is irri- 
gated, while 65 percent is dry farmed. The ratio is even more lopesided in 
the case of grains: 25 percent irrigated, 75 percent dry-farmed. 


Productivity on irrigated farms is 1,450 kilos of wheat per hectare and only 
475 kilos on dry-farmed lands. About 37 percent of the land-owning farmers 
have less than 2 hectares of land while 22 percent own between 2 and 5 hec- 
tares. 


Wheat is the staple crop in Iran: 80 percent of production. Then how can 
we reach self-sufficiency in a country whose agricultural production consists 
of 80 percent wheat, 75 percent of whose wheat is dry~farmed and productivity 
on dry-farmed lands is only 475 kilos of wheat per hectare? How can we in- 
crease the income of farmers and prevent their migration to towns? 


The gap between standards of living in urban and rural areas is so wide that 
it cannot easily be narrowed. In 65 percent of Iranian villages, only 

1-50 families live. Does the government propose to build roads, schools, 
clinics, mosques, baths, mortuaries, water and power supply facilities, etc, 
for these villages? During the past 15 years when lands had been distributed, 
the farmers looked to the government to supply all their needs. With the 
change of regime, the farmers will continue to look to the government. But 
can the government respond to their demands? Will it adopt the same methods 
and policies as the previous governments did, or will it adopt new ones? 


The government must become effective. It must have more power. It should 
give its ears to all groups and parties, not just to a selected group. It 
should not be plagued with split command. If the present situation persists, 
our crisis-ridden society will drift farther towards more unemployment, more 
inflation and recession, higher prices, more severe shortages, more poverty 
and hunger, cornering, thievery, deeper chaos, delinquency and moral deca- 
dence, sharper polarization, and harsher clashes between opposing forces. 
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KURD RESPONDS TO IRAQ'S KURDISH POLICIES 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 29 Jun 79 p 46 


[Letter by Araz al-Kurdi addressed in response to an earlier letter by 
Ridwan Musa in AL-HAWADITH No 1178 appearing 1 June 1979] 


{Text} As for what came from the pen of our Iraqi brother, I want to say 
this in reply to him: First, I did not in any respect in my letters 
arrive at the point of saying that the Arab race was a Fascistic race. 
However I did write the following about it: “Arab history has already 
demonstrated that the Arabs treated the peoples to whom they brought 
Islam on an equal footing; that they mingled with them, lived amongst 
them, blended with them, intermarried, and developed family ties with 
them. Today there exists a broad cross section of them that are the re- 
sult of that complete fusion of religion, blood, culture, and history." 
(AL-HAWADITH No 1174 4 May 1979). 


The Arab race is a compassionate and magnanimous one, distinguished by its 
veracity and justice. Moreover it spurns the trifling and brings the 
iniquitous to justice taking his victim into its care. This is indisput- 
ably and incontestably the historical, factual truth about then. 


Second, it is true to say that there exists African people whose numbers 
do not exceed a half million and who have already achieved the right of 
self-determination through their independence. The Arab press has charac- 
terized their independence as “liberationist" or “nationalist” revolutions 
at the same time that the press of our Arab brothers described the revolu- 
tion of our Kurdish nation as “an insurrectionists' movement." I abso- 
lutely did not deal with the Eritrean revolution in what I said. 


We are the Kurdish people, a people transgressed against, living under 

the yoke of subjugation and national tyranny. We empathize and feel for, 
more than any other one aspect, the tragedy of the heroic Eritrean people 
who have and continue to struggle for their right to self-determination. 
Were it not for the intervention of some “nationalist,” “progressive” Arab 
regimes in the liberation revolution of the Eritreans on the side of the 
Ethiopians, then their goals for independence would have been realized 
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by today and what they desired would have been accomplished. (This is as 
clear as day.) 


Third, I do not at all deny that the Iraqi regime had already announced as 
of March 1970 the law for self-rule for the region of Iraqi Kurdistan. 
The Kurdish people regarded the granting of true self-rule to Iraqi 
Kurdistan auspiciously, as a wise decision. This helpless people put 

all their desires and aims at the service of the sons of the Arab Iraqis 
for the sake of realizing democracy for all of Iraq and self-rule for 
Kurdistan. In the course of time in which the Kurds fought for their 
defense they well learned that the Kurdish people would not be granted 
their national rights either through the Shah's assistance or promises, 
nor through British colonialism; since they were the enemies of the 
Kurdish people, and since they were the same who spread intrigues amongrt 
them to perpetuate their enslavement and the partition of their homeland, 
the same ones who hatched plots to place us in this debilitated condition, 
the same ones who partitioned Kurdistan, dividing it along with the Arab 
nation into petty states after the Sykes Picot Treaty. 


Lest the measures taken against the Kurds be the same which the previous 
leadership in turning to Iran made for their movement, the Iraqi Ba'th 
Party instead swayed the Kurds to their side. Some of the measures they 
took were the following: 


1) The practice of a policy of Arabization in Iraqi Kurdistan: The deporta- 
tion of Kurdish sons from their homeland to the middle and southern prov- 
inces of Iraq although Kurdish wrath multiplied after the treaty of Algiers 
(1975) between Saddam Husayn and the deposed agent Shah when the number of 
deportees reached 350,000; followed by the scorched earth policy--which 
continues to this day--along the stretch of the Turkish and Syrian fron- 
tiers with Iraq; the further deportation of Kurdish sons from these areas 
in the environs of al-Salifani, al-Sanadi, and BarVari Yala to central 

and southern Iraq where they live a solitary existence due to poverty, 
sickness, and alienation; the assignation of non-Kurdish elements to 
Kurdistan. 


2) Refusing to make room for the Kurdish people under the law or legisla- 
tive authority--this in accordance with what several clauses specified in 
the May treaty. 


3) Refusing to be committed to Kurdish co-partnership in the planning and 
direction of internal policy affecting Iraqi Kurdistan. 


4) A plan to assassinate a number of the important leadership of the na- 
tionalist Kurdish movement both in and outside of Iraq. 


5) Placing obstacles and creating excuses for failing to conduct or delay- 
ing a national census of the Kurdish people according to the May treaty. 
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6) The legal persecution of Kurds and the incarceration of more than 2,000 
Kurdish political prisoners according to a report of Amnesty International 
of London. (You may address yourself to their office in London for verifi- 
cation.) The campaign widened from arrests to executions to the point 
where in 1976-77 alone more than 130 Kurdish political detainees were 
executed according to an Amnesty International report. 


7) The confiscation of all nationalist or historical books about the home- 
land or its history which examined the history of the Kurdish struggle for 
independence in Kurdistan. 


I want to point out that Mr Musa has asserted that Kurds have not been on 
occupied territory, that there was no country there nor government nor 
culture, but that on the contrary the territory is a part of Arab Iraqi 
territory. Furthermore, they claim, this territory was not included (as 

a part of Arab territory) by force, or the falsification, or the decision 
of the U.N. But rather it is an indivisible and inseparable part of Arab 
territory. This is reasoning that is inimical to the truth, and ignorant 
of geography and history. Due to the fact that the territory of the Middle 
East was settled from the time before the Ottoman state. And at the time 
in which the Kurdish people were fighting with other races to attain their 
independence (this began during the time of the revolutionary upheavals in 
Turkey), a widespread Kurdish freedom movement was organized against the 
Kemalists. Then the treaty of Sevres [1920] was concluded and a portion 
of their demands was confirmed to the Kurds. But Turkey did not accede to 
the parts of the treaty which pertained to the Kurds until at the Treaty 
of Lausanne [1923] Turkey freed itself of its obligation to the Treaty 

of Sevres. At that time the British and French colonial empires divided 
up the devolving Ottoman Empire into states and divided up the spoils 

from it between themselves. The League of Nations concurred with the 
advice of the colonialists that the Brussells line would be the definitive 
border between Turkey and Iraq. Necessarily Kurdistan was split between 
them. 


The Kurds were well pleased to be brought under the Arab banner in Iraq in 
1926 when the first prime minister of Iraq explained to the Delegates’ 
Assembly in Baghdad: "We must grant the Kurds their rights. There must 
be jobs in their land for their sons. The Kurdish language should be 
their official language and their children should be obliged to learn it." 


Certainly the situation of the Kurds resembles--to a certain extent--the 
situation of the Macedonians in Yugoslavia: two groups of this people 
live beyonu the Yugoslavian borders in Greece and Bulgaria. However that 
does not prevent the Macedonians from being granted virtual self-rule 
within ti« Yugoslavian federal government. Whereas granting self-rule 

to Iraqi Kurdistan would invigorate and strengthen the national solidarity 
of the Iraqi people and would make the foundations for the voluntary union 
of the Kurds and Arabs as firm as possible. Subsequently, the separation 
[between the two races] would be eliminated and would not return. The 
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Arab and Kurd might co-relate as a sound political, economic and social 
amalgamation despite the bloody events of the political relations that have 
passed between the two. 


Furthermore the Arabs, the Kurds and all free and noble races have never 
nor will ever at any time in the future accept that the territories of 
Arabistan are Persian territories, or that the province of Iskanderun is 
Turkish, or that the occupied Palestinian territories are Israeli. 


These are indeed Arab territories and they will remain Arab however much 
tyrants strive (to subject them). Likewise Kurdistan is Kurdish terri- 
tory, the homeland of the Kurds for a millennium. If in your opinion 
alone the home of the Kurds, Kurdistan, is Arab Iraqi territory, how is 
it then that the actual facts of history verify that Kurdistan was the 
original homeland of the Kurds thousands of years before the emigration 
of the Arabs from the Arab peninsula? Perhaps this is ignorance of Arab 
history itself? 





As for Iraq's role in the Arab liberation movement hostile to colonialism 
and Zionism--the latter which made the deposed Shah its instrument along 
with Israel--this role was demonstrated in: 


1) The agreement of the leaders of the Iraqi Ba'th Party with the deposed 
Shah of Iran in May 1975 in Algiers, while at the same time the Ba'th re- 
gime radio was accusing the Shah of being an agent of American imperia- 
lism; the signing of the Treaty of the Shatt al-Arab for the apportioning 
of Arab waters from the deep point in the river, despite their being for 
thousands of years Arab waters; the Frontiers Accord (based on the Treaty 
of Constantinople of 1914 between the Ottomans and Persians) in which the 
Iraqi Ba'th Party renounced and surrendered 185,000 square kilometers 

to the deposed Shah's government, and vanguards of liberationist cadres 
from Ahvaz were turned over to the authority of Savak--while in the Iraqi 
Constitution in Paragraph B article 3 it is decreed that the territory 

of Iraq is one, indivisible and the surrender of any part of it is not 
permissible, and paragraph B article 5 decreed that the Iraqi people are 
composed of two races, the Arab and the Kurdish. The Iraqi Ba'thist re- 
gime has abrogated this text by its refusal first to implement the self- 
rule accord to the region of Kurdistan and second, by its continual 
attempts to eliminate the Kurdish nation by collaboration with the deposed 
Shah's regime. 


2) At the time in which the Arab state of Syria was bravely withstanding 
the Zionist invasion and in most urgent need of relief and support from 
all brother Arab states, the government in Baghdad promptly set about in 
cooperation with the West German Manizman Company to build a petroleum 
pipe line from the oil-fields of Kurdistan in Kirkuk across the Turkish 
border--an Islamic state which harbors a Zionist embassy in its capital-- 
to the Mediterranean. This was done in order to prevent the flow of 

Iraqi oil into the oil pipeline which stretched across Syrian and Lebanese 
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territories in a time when it was assumed that the Baghdad government would 
step up by as much as possible the pumping of oil through its pipelines 

to Syria and Lebanon in order to assist them to arrest the worldwide Zion- 
ist onslaught instead of coming to the rescue of Turanian Turkish economy 
with the extension of that pipeline at an appraised sum of $800 million. 





3) Despite the savage abhorent campaign which Baghdad currently is conduct- 
ing against the United States, Iraq has lately purchased a number of Boeing 
planes whose value was $165 million, and it is now undertaking the purchase 
of six planes from Lockheed. Furthermore American technicians are occu- 
pied with building a huge petroches' -\s plant in the south of Iraq at a 
cost of $1.3 billion. 


4) At the same time that the sons of the Palestinian people contend 
heroically in order to retrieve their legitimate claim to possession of 
occupied Palestine, Baghdad rejected the negotiations and did not acknow- 
ledge Resolution 242. Today the Iraqi regime considers Resolution 242 
and the resolutions related to it as a step on the road to achieving a 
just peace in the Middle East while at the earlicr time they held to their 
rejection of Resolution 242 on the grounds that it would not realize the 
desired aims of the Palestinian people and that it would not compel Israel 
to evacuate all occupied Arab lands. But then they applied the same rea- 
sons to their later acceptance of the same resolution. Why? 


The Iraqi Government has agreed with Turkey to cooperate in the suppres- 
sion of any Kurdish liberationist revolt in Kurdistan (This agreement was 
concluded after the Kurdish movement in Iran.) during the discussions 
which were held between Turkish president, Kenan Evren [[sic] he is Chief 
of the Turkish General Staff], and the Iraqi military leaders. This is 
evidence that reveals the Iraqi government's stance toward the Kurdish 
liberation movement which is calling for the restitution of democracy in 
Iraq and self-rule for the region of Kurdistan. 


Don't link Baghdad's crimes with the genuine history of the Arab or anyone 
worthy of the name. The Arab community will not accept the bloodshed of 
their Muslim brothers, nor will the voice of the free men of Iraq both 
Arab and Kurd sanction the crimes of butchers. 


The Arab community is a fraternal noble one, and history has written for 
generations yet to come that the Arab community is free from Baghdad's 
type of rule. 
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ISRAEL 


BEGIN, SADAT TAKE ANOTHER STEP TOWARD PEACE 
Tel Aviv HAZOFEH in Hebrew 28 May 79 p 1 
[Editorial: "A Historic Day"] 


[Text] The meeting between Prime Minister Menahem Begin and President 
Sadat at El-Arish, the visit in BeerSheba, and the opening of the airways 
between the two nations constitute another building block in the process 

of peace between the two nations. Peace is still shaky and there is mgutual 
suspicison. Every building block and every visit has significance in this 
delicate process of peace between two nations which have been immersed in 
war for 30 years. And the process is taking place at a time when the 
surrounding neighbors are still making threats and struggling against the 
peace process with boycotts and insults. 


In the speeches heard yesterday in BeerSheba, there were political hints 
which need to be understood. Sadat indicated that what he had said in his 
speech in the Knesset at the time of his first visit is still valid and 
lasting. In this speech he repeated that security could not be founded on 
the land of another but would be achieved, rather, by means of peace 
agreements. Sadat tried to say that a contiquation of Israeli rule in Judea 
anc Samaria would not bring peace. Quite the opposite. Giving them up 
would bring about peace and security--a hint at the Palestinian probles. 

And it is true that Sadat has proven that he is sincere in what he says. 

ie has not backed down at all from what he said in November 1977--not during 
the extensive deliberations and not in his speeches. In this speech, he 
called for withdrawal from all the occupied territories, but he is willing 
to discuss security arrangements. This position of his has not changed 

and we cannot assume that it will. 


Prime Minister Menahem Begin, in his speech, tried to praise the plan for 
autonomy, and he indicated that the plan is his own and that he will be the 
one to interpret it in light of conditions. 


The two leaders tried not to step on each other's toes and to understand 
each other's internal difficulties. Nonetheless, they did not budge froa 
their basic positions even though they said this with hints and diplomatic 


words. 

















BeerSheba, as the city of Abraham, who was very hospitable, wes an 
appropriate spot for this festive meeting, at a time when Sadat was 
remembering the joint legacy of the two nations, a legacy of hospitality 


to guests. 


The subject of the opening of borders as agreed upon by the two leaders is 
an additional stepping stone in the progress towards peace. It is not yet 
clear, however, how this will come about. Without an Egyptian embassy in 
Israel and without an Israeli embassy in Egypt, how will it be possible 

to arrange for visas? This, however, is one technical detail among many 
which can be solved. 


Meetings such as these held yesterday leave the impression that peace between 
Israel and Egypt is not a matter of maneuvers and political strategy. 

Rather, it has sincere foundations despite the political pressures brought 

to bear by the opposition and despite the isolation which Egypt is experiencing 
as a result of the boycott placed on it by the other Arab nations. It 

appears that Sadat is standing up well to this boycott and is prepared to 

go through a difficult time until it becomes clear that he and not the 
opposition, which has broadened to include even relatively soderate nations, 
has been correct in his political moves. 


9348 
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ISRAEL 


GAP BETWEEN JEWS, ARABS IN POLITICAL ARENA SAID WIDENING 
Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 5 Jun 79 p 13 
[Article: "Are Israeli Arabs the Bridge Again . Peace?"] 


[Text] It is doubtful whether there is any s ri us observer in this coun- 
try, Jew or Arab, who is not concerned over t « rowing gap between Jews 
and Arabs in the political arena. It also se. that there is agreement 

as to the external and internal causes for this gap--such as the bloody 
war between the ("Jewish-Zionist") state and the PLO ("the sole representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people"). It is therefore not surprising that in 
recent years this author has not met many optimists who can imagine friend- 
ship and comradeship between Jews and Arabs within Israel, as long as the 
Israeli government does not resolve the question of its relations with the 
Palestinians. 


This has been the situation for the past 30 years. The trend in recent 
years and the deterioration of the situation stem from another cause. The 
establishment has ceased to confront the Arab public, as if to admit the 
failure of those responsible for it. There is also the appeal of the PLO 
organizations to the young Arab generation in Israel and their attempt to 
recruit it for political and terrorist activities. 


Eli Reches, the researcher of Israeli Aravse for the Shilo'ach Institute 

in Tel-Aviv University, maintains that the source of neglect is the lack 
of awareness of the question of coexistence with the 600,000 Arabs living 
in Israel (about 500,000 veteran citizens and 100,000 from East Jerusalem). 
Mr Reches, who in past years has researched the question of the Arab in- 
tellectuals, has reached some rather sad conclusions: “The situation is 
deteriorating. For years there have been trends of radicalization, and in 
the absence of attention and treatment they are accelerated." He describes 
the situation today as the beginning of polarization between Rakah and 
ultra-extremist elements. “We have reached new records: a group of stu- 
dents in Tel-Aviv who demand self determination for the Palestinian masses 
in The Triangle and The Galilee as well. Another group from Haifa Univer- 
sity demands “a national fighting authority” (M'katla) at a time when the 
National Council of the PLO, in 1977, dropped this title from the national 
authority that it strives to establish!" 
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Reches' conclusion is unequivocal: The rules of the game have to be rede- 
fined, and one thing ought to be clear--it is inconceivable that these 
groups continue to act, actively or passively. 


The Dam Is Weakened 


He is not content with a demand to prevent inciting activity. In his 
opinion we also have to act on a level of thinking, planning, defining 
goals and isolating the problem. For example, he maintains that it is 
impossible to implement various ideas based on slogans of integration 

that were thrown about in the past with no thought given to them. We have 
to strive for more limited goals, such as the loyalty of the Arabs to the 
state and finding a way for coexistence between the two peoples. 


Mr Reches chooses <o illustrate his statements with examples from the 
field of education. He stresses that he is concerned with the danger of 
neglect. “All of us, Jews and Arabs alike, will have to pay the interest 
for neglect’ ig an open field. There were committees, there was research 
done, there were reports and there were recommendations--but very little 
has been done." He modifies this: “There was something done in the Min- 
istry of Education, in spite of the budgetary cutbacks: last year IL80 
million were earmarked for school construction. But education is not 
only a question of buildings and money. "i am mostly concerned with the 
content.” 


According to his research in a Nazareth school, Mr Reches is afraid that 
Rakah--which in recent years has been a dam against more extreme trends-- 
will not be able to stem the tide. The core of Marxists-Communists ill 
remain, but all those nationalistic new members who join Rakah for lack 
of an alternative, will split and establish an extreme-nationalistic or- 
ganization. 


Mr Joshua (Josh) Palmon is probably the best expert on this problem. Ime- 
diately after the state was established he was asked by the then Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister David Ben-Gurion to recommend a method and 
framework for dealing with the emall minority remaining within Israel. le 
recommended taking the Arabs from the special ministry under which they 
came (Police and Minority Ministry, headed by B'chor Shitrit) and trans- 
ferring them to a special agency that would be responsible to the prime 
minister. “Obviously I recommended this considering the lack of famil- 
iarity and knowledge of the language which were prevalent then,” he says. 


The office was put in charge of coordination between the state's needs, 
the Arab public and the policies of the relevant ministry. When there 
were differences of opinion, the matter was brought to the government. 
"To date I oppose the establishment of a separate ministry, with no au- 
thority and no budget. Anyway, the whole thing depends on who will head 
this ministry.” 








This author told Mr Palmon that today's Arabs are different from the ones 
he had to deal with in 1954, quantitatively as well as qualitatively. 
Says Mr Palmon: “It is easier now. Then there was no social, economic 
or pelitical elite. The leaders had run away and only the peasants and 
the shepherds were left behind. They agreed to all our requests." He 
cl#igp that he left his job because it was so senseless. He opposed ac- 
tivity of Jewish parties among the Arabs and wanted the Arabs to organize 
themselves. 


“The parties were frustrating with their unreal promises that were for- 
gotten immediately following the elections. This was very harmful and 
prevented the rise of a leadership. Party activists hand picked their 
"delegates," led them by the nose and, of course, gave them nothing." 


He is convinced that had the parties not obstructed the rising of an Arab 
leadership, che Galilee leaders would have come back after the Six Day War 
and offered to take back refugees from Lebanon. This would have solved 
the problem of the embittered refugees without making it too difficult 
for Israel. The refugees have priority over citizens of the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank, a large number of whom have found work in Israel, be- 
cause it is very easy for citizens of the West Bank to find work in the 
oil countries. He would also have liked to see the Arab leadership in 
israel dem-nd the management of their religious affairs, as was done dur- 
ing the British mandate. The Israelis, like their British predecessors, 
could have the right to remove from the elected leadership those people 
who act or try to act against public order. This expert thinks that even 
today Israeli Arabs should be allowed to organize. Of course, any such 
attempt will encounter extremists’ terrorism, as happened during the 
municipal elections on the West Bank, when Khamadi Kam‘an, former mayor 
of Nablus, withdrew his candidacy after his car was set on fire. The 
central authorities have to prevent such pheaomena. 


Housecleaning 


But, he concludes, we are dealing with Arabs (not minorities) who want to 
be Arabs, and no interest and force should deny it to them. As far as he 
is concerned, they should pick their own leadership, which should then 
present Israel with its plan. “In my opinion,” he says, "Palestinians can 
live in Israel and Jews can live in Palestine. In Israel the Jewish- 
Zionist factor will prevail. It could be summed up very briefly: Israel 
was established in order to prevent a second holocaust, so that any Jew 
who wants to can come and live here. I am willing to crowd myself in 
order to absorb Iranian refugees or any other endangered Jew. If the Arab 
leadership presents us with a plan that we can live with, we should wel- 
come it. Otherwise there is no escape from war." 


This author did not ask Mr Palmon what his opinion regarding radical stu- 
dents was. But prior to parting, Mr Palmon asked: “Have you noticed the 
deterioration among these youths? They study at the university and live 
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in neighborhoods built by old Jewish women in the United States, and then 
they throw about empty slogans about justice and injustice.” 


Eli Reches claims that the lack of presence increases the gap. Joshua 
Palmon, on the other hand, considers the activities of the parties (espe~- 
cially those of the late Abba Khushi in the early 50's) the main culprit 
for the failure of Jews and Arabs. Both of these men, as well as this 
author, agree that the time has come for a thorough reevaluation of the 
whole problen. 


The honeymoon of 1950-1967, which lasted because the Arab world ignored 

the Israeli Arabs, came to an end after the Six Day War. Since the renewal 
of relations between Israeli Arabs and the neighboring countries, some 
basic facts have changed. Recently there has been further deterioration 
with repeated attempts of extremist elements and renewed attempts of the 
PLO to recruit Israeli Arabs for terrorist activities. This requires wak- 
ing up, thought and real action before it is too late. 


8646 
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TSRAEL 


NEW U.S. MIDEAST POLICY ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv HAZOFEH in Hebrew 5 Jun 79 p 3 
[Article by Ya'akov Edelstein: “Ambiguous Policy™] 


[Text] The Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty has given rise in the pan-Arab 
system to unancicipated processes, which have compelled the United States 

to formulate a different policy line in our region. In effect, the U.S. 

no longer sees in the opposition to the Israeli-Egyptian threat a criterion 
for its relations with the Arab world. The U.S. administration assumes 

that there is no point in waiting for moderation in the positions of Saudi 
Arabia, Morocco and Tunis, and there is even apprehension about extremism 

on the part of Sudan. Thus it was decided to formulate an ambiguous policy-- 
conducting negotiations as though there is no Arab opposition, and conducting 
contacts with the Arab oil states as though there are no negotiations and 
there is no treaty. 


Against the background of this policy line the United States imposes upon 
Egypt the fault for its isolation, stemming from the pronouncements of Sadat 
against Saudi Arabia, while it wishes to exact the price for the isolation 
from Israel. This policy, so well recognized in Israel, is now taking shape 
with respect to Egypt in accord with the line called “balanced policy.” 

The United States is not providing vigorous backing to Sadat, although that 
is vital to him, through an attempt to convince Sadat that the balanced policy 
serves him. However, the argument of isolation provides the United States 
with a card against Israel, to convince it to demonstrate moderation with 
respect to the demands of Sadat in the area of autonomy in the Land of Israel. 
As regards the autonomy, the United States has encouraged the Egyptian line 
and not the Israeli line, and the condemnation which was heaped upon Israel 
by President Carter as the result of the settlement near Nablus, is one of 

the signs of this political process. 


Isolation Accelerates Normalization 
While it may appear paradoxical, the Egyptian isolation by the Arab states 


is causing an acceleration in the process of normalization with Israel. 
Sadat wishes to prove that he is not concerned about his isolation and is 
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disregarding the hypocrisy of the other Arab states. The considerations 
should have been the reverse; the isolation should have brought about 4 
slowdown in the process of normalization. The concern in Israel lest 

the isolation cause difficulties to Egypt in speeding up the procedure of 
implementing the negotiations with Israel turned out to be unfounded. The 
isolation speeded up the procedure, since if Egypt were still to be tied 

to a supporting Saudi Arabia, its fears and the cutoff of Saudi support 
would not have been in vain. Now that Saudi Arabia has acted unilaterally, 
Sadat is no longer obliged to take it into account and he is free to act 

as he wishes. The demands upon Israel to be sensitive to Sadat's isola- 

tion were put forth in several speeches that were given this week, and in 
particular in the speech of Prime Minister Menahem Begin at the Herut con- 
vention where he made clear that with due consideration of this problem 
Israel still cannot sell itself because of this consideration, and its posi- 
tion must be understood. The foreign minister, Moshe Dayan, also made public 
in Caire very specific clarification on the issue of the right of settlement, 
in order that there be no mistakes nor misunderstandings, even though he 
himself voted against expropriation of private lands for the purpose of 

the settlement near Nablus. 


The common interest bloc on our globe is paying heed to the political pro- 
cedures which the Arab rejectionist front undertook following the Israel- 
Egypt treaty. Iraq, which was isolated in the Arab world, has come out into 
the open and once again integrated itself into the society of the majority 
of Arab states after the Baghdad Conference. 


Saudi Arabia is seeking the help of Iraq to free it from the Yemen crisis, 
and is not relying on the United States solely. Moderate countries such 

as Tunis and Morocco alined themselves with the rejectionist front despite 
the fact that Hassan, King of Morocco, was the most moderate among all 

Arab rulers and agreed that his country serve as host for the first contacts 
between Israel and Egypt. Morocco is doing this for its own political com- 
fort so as not to remain isolated in the Arab world. Even a country such 
as Sudan, dependent economically and politically upon Egypt, seeks to line 
up with the majority and shies away from the Israeli-Egyptian treaty with 

a favor-currying squint toward the dollars of the Libyan Qadhdhafi, who is 
prepared to finance development programs for it despite the fact that in 
the past he had undermined the government of Sudan's Numayri. 


Between Israel and Denmark 


The negotiations on autonomy in the Territories began this week with the 
visit of Interior Minister Dr Yosef Burg in Cairo to conduct talks with 
Egypt's Prime Minister Mustafa Khalil. The United States brought up the 
idea of using as an example the autonomy of Greenland within Denmark. 


Greenland achieved internal autonomy but Denmark reserves for itself the 
right on decisions in the areas of defense, foreign affairs and currency, 
as well as mineral exploitation. The problem of settlement is non-existent 
there, inasmuch as the Danes are uninterested in living in frozen Greenland, 
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whose inhabitants are for the most part Eskimos. American administration 
officials define the position of the United States as follows: They reject 
the demand of Israel that the military government be the source of authority. 
The Administrative Council is to have legislative, executive and judicial 
authority, while the IDF is to retain the secur.ty function only. The 
Administrative Council will also have authority on matters of soil and water. 
Clearly the negotiations will be complicated and difficult. Yet there are 
Signs that Egypt is at present not prepared tc violate the peace treaty 
because of the settlements although its position is clear. Egypt wishes to 
grant authority to the independent administration on foreign affairs, 
legislation, defense, administration and the judiciary. Similarly, Egypt 
demands abdication of the military rule and unilateral gestures on the part 
of Israel. 


Foreign Minister Moshe Dayan, who had aspirations to become chairman of the 
autonomy negotiating committee, is maneuvering as he usually does by “sitting 
on the fence,” in the way he maneuvered when he was a member of the Alinement. 
He does not participate in the deliberacions, but during his visit to Cairo 
is prepared to conduct talks on autonomy, although that is not within his 
authority. Authority on that matter was accorded to a committee of ministers 
on matters of autonomy, of which he is only a member. Prime Minister Begin 
very carefully considered why he witheld this function from Dayan. There 
were several candidates for this position of chairman of the committee. One 
of them was Dayan, except that Begin does not rely upon Dayan's position in 
this matter and hesitates to entrust him with the function of conducting 
negotiations. The other candidate was Defense Minister Ezer Weizman, whose 
position deteriorated too much in the political arena. The third candidate 
was Minister of Justice Shmuel Tamir, whose pol tical adventures rendered 
him unsuited for such a responsible role. It was decided to give the assign- 
ment to Minister Dr Yosef Burg. This was an internal political consideration 
of Begin's, who thereby discharged at one and the same time a specific debt 
to the National Religious Party in light of its complaint that it has no 
appropriate stature in foreign affairs and defense within the government, and 
that it is not permitted to participate as befits it in this area. 


Legal and Diplomatic Minefields 


The Israeli delegation will have to navigate ite ship in the autonomy nego- 
tiations over legal and diplomatic minefields. ime legal counsel of the 
American State Department, R. Hansel, defined the legal oroblem in a letter 
which he sent to the subcommittee of the American House of Representatives in 
which he argues that according to Section 49 of the 1949 Geneva Convention 
the settlements are illegal, although the partition of 1949 never was 
carried out. This convention, which was designed to prevent displacing of 
inhabitants from a conquered territory, has no relevance to settlements 
which do not cause this, since they do not adversely affect the inhabitants, 
thus the American opposition to the expropriation of private lands in the 
areas of Judea and Samaria, and thus the prime minister's failure to approve 
the settlements on private land, but rather on public land only. The concept 
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of the American State Department disregards the Jordanian conquest of Judea 
and Samaria, which was illegal and temporary only, although there are views 
that Israel, more than Jordan or Egypt, has a prior right to Judea and 
Samaria from the legal standpoint. And from this stems its right to retain 
the area which threatens its security. Despite the position of the American 
State Department, there are jurists who are of the opinion that the con- 
ventions are based upon the assumption that the conquered territory was 
previously under another sovereignty. Not so in the case of Judea and 
Samaria over which no other sovereignty was recognized, and the annexation 

of Judea and Samaria was recognized by Pakistan and Britain only, and by no 
other nation. The international conventions permit seizure of land for pur- 
poses of security. On this the Supreme Court based its decision in the matter 
of expropriation of lands in Judea and Samaria by the IDF after it recognized 
that even in settlement there are defense needs if the IDF so believes. 
Settlements do not cause eviction and dispossession of the inhabitants.. The 
Arabs of Israel make up 16 percent of the Israeli population, and are not 

an obstacle to peace, while the settlers make up only 1 percent of the 
inhabitants of Judea and Samaria, and are certainly not an obstacle to peace. 


The negotiations on autonomy with the participation of the United States 
will thus be carried on in the shadow of that ambiguous policy which the 
United States has embarked upon in our region. It draws a line between 
its relations with Egypt and with Israel as opposed to its relations with 
Saudi Arabia and the other pro-Arab nations. But it will certainly have 
to consider their position during the negotiations on autonomy through a 
desire to acquire credibility in the Arab world, and in the final analysis 
the American mediation is what will operate in the negotiations, not during 
the early stages, but certainly during its final stages. 
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ISRAEL 


ANALYST ADVISES AUTONOMY NEGOTIATORS 
Tel Aviv HAZOFEH in Hebrew 5 Jun 79 p 3 
{Article by Eliyahu Hen-Zion: "Israel Confronts the Strategy of Sadat") 


[Text] Let us make an attempt to “get into the shoes" of the President of 
Egypt, Anwar Sadat, to examine his problems and his standing in the Arab 

world in the wake of the signing of the peace treaty with Israel. We shall 
examine his relationships and his standing in the view of the two superpowers-- 
the United States and the Soviet Union--and the effect of all these factors 

on the formulation of his diplomatic route. The better we are able to compre- 
hend these problems of Sadat, so we shall be able to improve our approach 

and our actions in implementing the peace treaty and we shall be able to 
choose the proper method in conducting the negotiations on autonomy. 


The problems and the standing of Sadat in the Arab world may be defined 
generally from two points of view: 


a) Sadat's attempts to restore Egypt to the "family of the Moslem nations" 
and its supremacy in the Arab world. 


b) Prevention of economic and diplomatic sanctions on the part of the Arab 
and African nations, which have been put into effect against him. 


United Front 


Clearly, Egypt is now at a low point in its relations and its standing in the 
Arab world. The old adage "Whoever oppresses Israel becomes the leader" is 
still very real. Egypt's turning away from the path of war with Israel has 
deprived it of "the tested method" to unite around it the Arab countries 
under the banner of jihad against Israel. Egypt's antagonists--Syria and 
Iraq--are attempting “to ride this horse," castigating Egypt as a traitor 

to the interests of the Arab world and are stepping up their preparations 

for renewal of the war with Israel. 


The sword of Khomeyniism is twirling like the rotating sword of Eden over 
the heads of Saudi Arabia and Jordan. The atmosphere of pressure and threats 
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on these countries has required that they prove their "credentials," and 
thereby they have succeeded in hitching onto the wagon of the rejectionist 
states. A unified front has been formed against Egypt, and in the most 
recent pan-Arab conference Egypt was publicly castigated. Even its close 
friend Morocco was forced to lend a hand against Egypt, and its close 
sister Sudan also found itself in a difficult dilemma--to preserve its 
loyalty to Egypt or to join the general "chorus" against it. 


The decision to transfer the offices of the Arab League from Cairo to Tunis 
was a severe blow to the prestige of Egypt, and now efforts are being made 
to expel Egypt from the Organization of African Nations. Its position among 
the Third World of the unaligned nations has also been undermined severely, 
and the diplomatic castigation of Egypt is gaining strength along the 

entire front. 


The economic sanctions, too, are weighing heavily upon Egypt. Saudi Arabia 
and the oil emirates are withdrawing their funds from the Egyptian banks, 
and as a consequence the Egyptian currency is being undermined. Hundreds 
of thousands of Egyptians earn their livelihoods in the work force of the 
Arab countries. Billions of dollars are sent by them to their families in 
Egypt, and the drying up of these sources will weigh particularly heavily 
upon the Egyptian economy. There is the danger that Saudi Arabia will 
terminate its support, which comes to $1.5 billion annually. Libya has 
already cut off its support of Egypt. All of this has been cumulative, and 
the economic disaster in Egypt is approaching and shaking the stability of 
Sadat's rule. 


"The Policemen" of the West 


Despite Sadat's vexing situation in the Arab world, he has become the 
“darling” of the media and public in the West. His prestige in the United 
States has attained heavenly heights. Carter considers himself grateful 
for Egypt's contribution to the restoration of U.S. influence in African 
countries and to the improvement of its position among the Arab states. 


Authorities in the United States still believe that only through Egypt will 
their influence be restored in the Mideast, which constitutes a vital region 
for the very existence of the United States as a world power. 


Sadat knows well what is required of him, and it is not in vain that he has 
proposed that Egypt be "the policeman" of the Western powers in Africa and 
in the Middle East. 


In return the United States is putting forth an effort to support Egypt in 
the economic area and to supply it with arms to replace increasingly 
deteriorating Soviet armaments, and all of this so that Egypt will be 
“properly capable" of fulfilling its missions that are dictated by the 
United States. 
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Yet, that is insufficient. The diplomatic status of Egypt must be firmed 
up, too, and this can be achieved within the present situation only through 
far-reaching Israeli concessions in the Sinai. We must openly admit that 

we have been compelled--under pressure from the United States--to agree 

to the return of modern airfields that were built by Israel and likewise 

the military installations and bases that were held by the IDF in the Sinai, 
and in the end Israel committed itself to dismaatle the settlements in Ne‘ot 
Sinai on the Mediterranean shores of El Arish up to Sharm al-Shaykh at the 
gateway to the Indian Ocean. 


There must be "momentum," in the language of Sadat, or “mobility"--in the 
scyle of Kissinger. The Israeli concessions must impress the Arab world. 

The Israeli withdrawal must continue. Israel must also abandon areas of 
Judea, Samaria and Gaza. We must demonstrate to the Arab world that only 

the United States can give to the Arab nation diplomatic achievements, and 
Israel is required to pay its bill with ever more concessions. Thus, Sadat's 
position is not as dark as it has been painted recently. 


As for the Soviet Union, although relations have been severed, the diplo- 
matic, military and economic support withdrawn, the diplomacy of our day 
lacks the concept “period.” Sadat is sending "signal codes" to the Kussians 
and hinting that there is something to discuss. 


With the start of negotiations on autonomy, Sadat is skillfully exploiting 
his weakness in the Arab world and playing the role of "the good statesman" 
who had been prepared to go forward toward Israel and to demonstrate modera- 
tion and magnanimity, except that the Arab world is breathing down his neck 
and not permitting him to conduct himself as he would prefer. Israel must 
understand his position and concede.... And another interesting point from 
Sadat: You Israelis should know that a strong Egypt, self confident, one 
with stature and accepted in the Arab world is in the Israeli interest....so 
why not pay for that through concessions on autonomy....? 


And at times a perverse thought sneaks in that perhaps this ertire process 

is a kind of “continuation of the war by peaceful means.” Learning the 
lessons of the Yom Kippur War that all of the “victory” of Egypt was merely 
the seizure of a narrow strip on the east bank of the Suez Canal, and.... 

the encampment of the IDF on the approaches to Cairo led Sadat to the decision 
to undertake a new approach: "a war of attrition" in the form of a peace 
treaty with Israel and acquiring all of the Sinai without a battle. There- 
after, renewal of the war from much improved “opening positions." 


I have made an effort to create a »icture from Sadat's viewpoint. Under- 
standing of the approach and the thought processes of the antagonist is the 
first axiom obligating those in whose hands the negotiations are entrusted. 


Heavy Compulsion 


There is no doubt that Israel is conducting the negotiations under many heavy 
compulsions which stem first and foremost from the reality of our being 
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isolated from a political standpoint and far from economic independence. 

We require massive military supplies from the United States, which in the 
final analysis is the only one prepared and capable of giving them to us. 
And there is no denying the fact that the natural and justified yearning 

for peace has almost deprived us of our reason, and the enthusiasm is so 

great that we are not even considering the exhorbitant price which ve are 
required, or are able, to pay. 


The various opposition parties demonstrate lack of national responsibility 
by attacking the political position of Begin and “flirting” before Sadat 
and the United States with proposals to sell Israel "at a cheap price.” 
We heard thet the Young Guard of MAPAI adopted a political resolution, the 
true implication of which is establishment of a Palestinian state. It is 
not difficult to guess what the people of MAPAM and SHELI are going to 
demand. We would not be surprised if those parties propose “to donate” 

to the Palestinian state even those areas within the green line so as to 
create for them “secure borders” in the face of the “Israeli threat.” 


Thus, it is clear that such “injections of incentive" do not add strength 
to the position of the negotiators, while on the other hand all of the 
media and public are mobilized to support the extreme positions of the 
Egyptian negotiators. 


The Government of Israel did well in setting forth the 18 or 26 sections 

to guide it in the autonomy negotiations. Breaches were discovered within 
the government. The defense minister gave them vociferous and ear-grating 
publicity, and they earned the “heartfelt applause" of Sadat and the American 
State Department. And the makeup of the Committee of Six and the Committee 
of Eleven to conduct the negotiations hints at the internal difficulties 
which Prime Mirister M. Begin is having in navigating the ship, inasmuch 

as so many opposing forces are operating. 


The prime minister should be lauded for taking a courageous stand against 
the cynicism of the opposition parties and against the various currents 
within the coalition parties, which together constitute self-destructive 
forces that threaten to sink the ship sailing in the stormy and perverse 
seas. 


Settlement Momentum 


I believe that the Government of Israel will not back off from the sections 
on which it decided, and that they alone will constitute the basis of the 
proposed autonomy. However, all of these will not withstand the danger of 

a Palestinian state if there is not a mighty governmental momentum for the 
settlement movement throughout Judea and Samaria and the Gaza Strip. The 
government must plan the development of a line of settlements over the Length 
of the Valley and on the peak of the mountain that will be connected with 
length and breadth roads to be integrated with the bases of the IDF and 

which together will form security belts for Israel. The lineup must be such 
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as to prevent the Arab territorial contiguity in the avtonowous areas. The 
time at the disposal of the Israeli nation to implement these things is very 
short. Considerable portions of the resources of the nation sust be 
diverted to this goal. The struggles of the various ministers to preserve 


the segments of the budget for their ministries are incomprehensible to 
the public. 


We are called upon for genuine and honest spiritual elevation so that ve may 
withstand the dangers and the challenges that are laid cut for us during 
the coming days. 
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ISRAELI MEDICINE MORE PROFESSIONAL, LESS HUMAN 
Tel Aviv KA'ARETZ in Hebrew 25 May 79 p 15 


[Article by Yifat Nevo: “Diseases of Israeli Medicine; Very Professional, 
Less Human") 


[Text] In the files of Rambam Hospital and in the official statistics, 
Rosalia Luzano is listed as having died of lymphocytic leukemia in the 
hospital on Saturday, 9 December 1978. On the preceding Wednesday, Mrs 
Luzano, after she had been having pains throughout her body and was suffering 
from weakness to the point of not being able to get around by herself, 

was brought by her 66-year-old husband by ambulance to the hematology 
department, where she had received care and follow-up during the 13 years 
of her illness. She was sent from the department to screening on the 
grounds that she was suffering from hemorrhoids. Her husband was assured 
that his wife would be examined by the doctor on duty and by a hematologist. 
After a }-hour wait in screening, the hematologist, Dr Carter, arrived. 

She examined the patient and said that she could go home since her blood 
values were normal. The doctor relied for her decision on blood tests 

done 2 days earlier when the woman was still feeling all right. 


Mr Lugano told the doctors in the screening section that his wife was 
suffering from such severe pains that she could not move. The response of 
Dr Klawe from the screening section: She is pretending. The woman was 
taken from the screening area in a wheelchair with the help of one of the 
drivers. 


The next day Rosalia Luzano was brought back to the hospital. She no longer 
had control of her bodily functions, and it was necessary to clean her up 
every few minutes. The examining doctor again determined that she was 
suffering from hemorrhoids and sent her home. The husband had difficulty 
getting his wife into the car because of her pains, and again needed the 
driver's help while the hospital staff did not lift a finger. 


On Friday, the woman's condition worsened and her discharges were bloody. 
The husbend tried to reach a doctor to hospitalize his wife, as he was 
beginning to fear for her life. The family doctor told him that she could 
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mot do gore than the hematology specialists. The husband had no choice but 
to leave his wife at home alone and go to the hospital. There he set 

Dr Tetarsky, who had taken care of his wife for many years. She agreed 

to hospitalize her but not before Sunday. 


On Saturday morning, the woman's condition worsened, and she could no 
longer bear her pains. The husband called Dr Tetarsky, and she instructed 
him to call the doctor on duty at the Israel Red Cross and promised that 
she would tell him to prepare to hospitalize the woman at Rambam. The 
doctor on duty did not arrive till the afternoon. When the woman arrived 
at Rambam, she had to be admitted to the screening unit rather than to 
the actual ward since Dr Tetarsky had not notified thes of her arrival. 


in the screening unit, the woman was examined by Dr Kafka. The woman was 
unable to move and complained of severe pain. Dr Kafka decided to send her 
home with the explanation that “her clinical status was good." The 
frightened husband spoke again to Dr Tetarsky on the nearby public telephone. 
She asked him to call Dr Kafka over. During their conversation the doctor 
complained, “for such a matter they bother to call me to a public telephone 
in the middle of my duty." Dr Kafka was finally persuaded to Leave Mrs 
Lugano overnight in the screening unit and told the husband that he only 
agreed to do it because of the “special pull” of Dr Tetarsky. 


A half hour later, a drastic change for the worse took place in the woman's 
condition, and she was moved to a regular unit. Two hours later she died. 


In the Name of a Good Reputation 


The incident is not unique. Quite the opposite. It is symptomatic of the 
direction which Israeli medicine is taking more and more, divorcing itself 
from the patient--from his feelings, his fears and his suffering--and 
getting more deeply involved in sophisticated equipment, at times to the 
point of blind dependence on equipment and an inhuman estrangement from 
the patient. The director-general of the Health Ministry, Professor 
Mordekhay Shnee, is aware of the phenomenon of dehumanization in medicine 
and has described it as a “tragedy of the medicine of the experts.” 


He sees the severity of the situation not only in the incidents which 
reach him from time to time but in a general phenomenon whereby, as the 
doctor becomes more expert in his field and becomes am authority in the 
eyes of the young doctors, he trains them in this mode by his personal 
example in relation to the patient. “Nowadays, the student is taught to 
think about the illness rather than about the patient,” says Professor 
Shnee. 


Many young doctors are also learning from the specialists with whom they 
work that at the head of the list of priorities stands the advance of 
“medicine”--a broad concept behind which the desire for personal advancement 
hides--even when it comes at the expense of the patient's health or his 
sense of well-being. 
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The personal advancement of the specialist is nourished by the studies he 
publishes and by the good reputation of his department. Of course, it 

is assumed that the good reputation of the department is based on 
accomplishments in the curing of patients, and there are, undoubtedly, 
departments and hospitals whose reputation is deserved by their accomplish- 
ments. There are also, however, other dimensions, especially statistical 
ones, related to renown, and here we are dealing with totally different 
rules of the game. 


There are two statistical variables--mortality rates and average length 

of hospitalization--which have a pronounced influence on the quality of 
hospitalization through their effect on patients. The need to examine the 
optimal average length of stay in every department of the hospital came 

out of the desire, positive in itself, to make efficient use of hospitiliza- 
tion and to put a stop to unreasonable cases. On the basis of studies 

that were done, an average desirable length of stay was set for each depart- 
ment according to its character. A department which keeps patients longer 
than the “statistical average” is considered to be inefficient from an 
organizational viewpoint and at times even immoral from the medical point 

of view. 


Doctors with whom I talked admitted that they are used to discharging 
patients prematurely from the wards to go along with the statistical require- 
ment because of the pressure applied "from above.” For the most part, 

there is no direct pressure in one or another given instance. The desire, 
however, on the part of the department heads to demonstrate by means 

of the statistical data “superior medicine” which is able to cure in a 

short time constitutes an indirect pressure on the doctors in the department. 


An additional reason for the premature discharges is the scarcity of 
hospital beds. For this reason, about 18 percent of patients have to 
wait from a month to 6 months or more for hospitalization. The reason 
for this scarcity in many departments has to do with the hospitalization 
of patients for tests which could be done on an ambulatory basis. It 
turns out that in the present situation in hospitals, a patient who needs 
X-ray exams, for example, has to wait 3 weeks or more when he arrives via 
the outpatient clinic of the hospital. A patient who comes for these 
exams in the ‘ramework of hospitalization is likely to finish them all in 
a matter of 3 days. 


For this reason there are doctors who prefer to hospitalize the patient 
officially for the purpose of the tests and to send him home every evening 
on “leave” while he continues to take up a bed on the unit. This very 
same patient is likely, later, to be discharged too soon from the hospital 
(when he is hospiteiized for treatment) so that the department can meet 
the statistical requirements. 


The indifference to the patient's suffering and limited hospital space bring 
about the situation that 10 to 20 percent of the patients who get to the 
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screening section and who ought to be hospitalized are sent home. And this 
is the conservative estimate of the doctors themselves with whom I spoke. 
This claim has been made by doctors from various hospitals in the central 
area, and the incident of Mrs Luzano tells us that this reality is a’~o 
prevalent in other places. Those responsible for this issue, however, deny 
its existence and argue that we are dealing only with isolated incidents. 


An additional criterion which enhances the prestige of the specialists is 

a low mortality rate in the department they direct. Doctors who are pained 
by the subject admitted that terminally ill patients whose days are 

numbered are sent home with the official explanation that the hospital can 
no longer do anything to improve the patient's condition. In fact, the 
department staff could have eased the pain for the patient and the family 
members during his last days, but the human consideration is relatively low 
on the scale of priorities as compared to the professional medical considera- 
tion. 


For the Sake of Prestige 


In contrast to the lack of respect for the human needs and sensitivities 

of the patient, the phenomenon of preference for patients who are 
“interesting cases" st*nds out. So say some of the doctors, including the 
director-general of the dwalth Ministry. The diagno:is and treatment of 
these patients could often be done in outpatient clinics, but the specialist 
prefers to hospitalize such a patient in his department for a week, two 
weeks or longer for the sole reason that this case can further some research 
that he is involved in or can raise his professional prestige when he goes 
to report about it at international conferences. Such a patient has a 
preferential relationship and takes up a precious bed while other patients 
who are ip no less need for hospitalization and perhaps in greater need, 

but who are not “interesting cases," are not accepted for hospitalization 
because of the lack of beds. 


The place of prestige and its negative influences does not escape the policy 
makers in the Health Ministry. "This is one of the tragedies of our medicine,” 
says Professor Shnee. He admits that we have not yet succeeded in developing 
in Israel an apparatus to defend against the "primadonna syndrome" which 
afflicts some specialists. General practitioners also discussed this 
phenomenon at a gathering which took place several months ago. They 
emphasized that the self-exaltai‘on of the specialists interferes with the 
vital connection between them and the family doctor, a matter which eventually 
hurds the patient as well. 


The most serious expression of this syndrome occurs in the self-exaltation 
toward the patient, towards whom they relate in many departments-~perhaps 


especially [words illegible] from a professional standpoint--as to a bothersome 


person who is interfering with the doctor's work. This was how Dr Kafka 
of the screening section of Rambam saw Mr Luzano's request to come to the 
outside telephone as an “interference with work." The approach that medicine 
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exists for the sake of the needs of the doctor and for the enhancement of 
his prestige and the prestige of the institution in which he works and not 
for the needs of the patient and the community is becomming more and more 
prevalent among the doctors in Israel--and this is the accusation of the 
doctors themselves. 


This phenomenon also takes forms which cost millions of pounds for the 
taxpayer, such as the acgquisi.ion of sophisticated equipment by one 
department whose reason is envy of a similar department in a neighboring 
hospital. In this way, units for the acute care of the newborn were 
acquired by four hospitals in Jerusalem when one would have been adequate 
for the needs of the city. The chairman of the medical association, Dr Ram 
Yishay, claims that the absorption of many doctors with prestigious 
accomplishments and the chasing after sensationalism which accompanies 
dramatic care constitute a serious obstacle to the development of medicine 
for the good of the patient and the community. 


“If a portion of the money sunk into departments of dialysis and kidney 
transplants or into CAT scanners--machines which cost more than 10 million 
pounds each and which surround the departments and those at their head 
with a golden halo--were put into rehabilitation, welfare, home care, 

and other human activities which are not directly therapeutic but which 
have a decisive influence on the state of health, we would achieve a 
reduction in illness and a better quality of life for more people,” says 
Dr Yishay. 
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ISRAEL 


INCOME TAX ADMINISTRATION OPPOSES LOCAL RISES OF ADDED-VALUE TAX 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 28 May 79 p 3 


[Article by Shraga Maqel: “The Income Tax Administration Is Opposed to 
the Authorities Raising the Added-Value Tax") 


[Text] The state's income tax administration opposes the proposal to allow 
local authorities to raise the added-value tax to finance its expenses. 
This suggestion was put forth in the Knesset in a committee attached to the 
Committees of Finance and the Interior concerning matters of taxes in local 
administrations. 


The person in charge of state income, Uri'el Lin, said that the encouragement 
of this proposal will create “havoc,” and he added: “Every attempt at 
central planning in the collection of indirect taxes will be destroyed if 
every authority collects payment of added-value tax according to its will." 


Staff of the income tax administration who investigated the matter 
determined that the collection of added-value taxes by local authorities 
would ruin the division of income among the various authorities because 
purchases are concentrated in the large cities and most of this tax is 
coliected in those cities. 


Additional reasons cited against the proposal: 


--Increase in the added-value tax will bring about a general increese in 
prices. 


-~-Large amounts of added-value taxes will strengthen the resolve to conceal 
taxes and will render more difficult the goal of exchanging indirect taxes 
for added-value taxes. 


--Imposition of an added-value tax will necessitate an increase in the staff 
of workers in local governments. 


The administration suggests, instead, that local governments finaace their 
budgets by means of inheritance tax, municipal taxes and government support. 
And if they still lack ivnds, it will be up to them to become efficient 

and cut their budgets. 
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ISRAEL 


ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM SAID RENDERED INEFFECTIVE 
Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 29 May 79 p 17 


LArticle by Shraga Magel: “Important Provisions of the Plan Deleted in 
the Face of Strong Ministerial Opposition] 


[Text] A mere 2 weeks have elapsed since Simha Ehrlich, the minister of 
finance, presented his plan to halt the spiraling inflation to the govern- 
ment. The avowed purpose of the plan was to lower the rate of inflation 
over the next 2 years from 60 percent in 1979 to 40 percent. The Treasury 
administrators warned the government that if nothing is done and business 
goes on as usual the inflation rate will climb in a very short time to 
80-100 percent. 


The announcement of the index for the month of April came at the right 
moment. It aided the Treasury in bringing the plan to the attention of 
the government, this despite the opposition of a number of ministers to 
certain provisions in the plan. Suddenly there was a change of direction. 
The Treasury Department withdrew certain important sections of the plan 
for fear of the ministers’ response. It did not present these provisions 
for governmental approval. Other basic steps were moderated. It was a 
case of acquiescence to a strong pressure group. 


A 


This retreat of the chiefs of the Treasury from their original plan is very 
critical. The father of the plan to curb the inflationary rate, Prof Asaph 
Razin, could net restrain himself. He remarked to MA'ARIV, "I am terribly 
disappointed.” Ehrlich and Patt have bowed to the industrialists. The 

two cornerstones of the plan have been removed and I fear that inflation 
will not be curbed but instead will be accelerated. There is no assurance 
that this year inflation will halt at 60 percent. The rate will definitely 
go up next year." 


What then, has happened to the Treasury Department's plan? 
Originally, before passing on the plan to the government the Treasury chiefs 


chose to delete sections which were bound to arouse the opposition of 
some ministers: The proposal to offer for sale government lands in the 
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amount of 1 billion lira for the erection of residential dwellings was 
not included because of the opposition of Ari'el Sharon, the minister of 
agriculture. Another proposal to transfer the collection of national 
insurance charges to the income tax division and thus reduce the payroll 
by 500 employees was omitted because the ministers Yadin and Katz opposed 
it. The proposal of the assistant treasury minister, Yechezkel Flomin, 
to dismiss temporary workers from the government offices was softened by 
the decision to refer the matter to a committee of ministers for further 
investigation. 


All these steps were taken to water down vpposition to the plan and to 
ensure that the rest of the plan would be accepted. But even here there 
was a recognizable dimunition. 


On the eve of the government economic debate the chiefs of the Treasury 
retreated from their original decision: To halt the granting of credits 
directed specifically to industry, agriculture and tourism unless the 
repayments of the loans would be linked to the index by 70 percent. In 
essence this proposal would have increased the cost to the borrower. The 
conditions for the availability of directed credit would have become more 
difficult. The Treasury intended to raise the interest rate on dollar 
loans to exporters. Today it is a mere 4 percent. The Treasury intended 
to raise it to 7 or 8 percent (This would be only 60 percent of the 
interest charged on the Eurodollar). The Treasury backed-pedalled on 
this as well. 


As a result of pressure by the industrialists, the Treasury chiefs decided 
yesterday to increase the interest rate on loans for industrial develop- 
ment from 27-32 percent (depending on the district) to 44-49 percent, but 
they refrained from linking the repayments of the loans to 70 percent 

of the index. 


Development loans amounting to 7 billion lira have already been approved 
and are about to be granted to applicants. At a time when the inflation 
rate is 60 percent and more, the conditions under which these loans are 
repaid amounts to a significant subsidy. If the efforts to contain infla- 
tion are not successful and it reaches a rate of 80 percent or more, the 
subsidy would amount to 80 percent of the loan and possibly more. 


Prof Razin, the director of the Economic Planning Authority, feels that 
the Treasury's retreat from the principle of linking repayments on the 
loans to the index is extremely serious. "They move heaven and earth to 
cut 7 billion lira from the budget and at the same time they expend 7 
billion with this low interest rate." He challenges the equity of their 
actions. They are about to link residential mortgages to 100 percent of 
the index while at the same time they refuse to link development loans to 
70 percent of the index. 


What remains of the original Treasury plan to curb inflation is a budget 
cut of 7 billion lira in the expenditures of the various government 
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departments. Taken by itself it is indeed an important step, but it is 
not enough to appease the victim of a mounting inflation. Besides, 5 
billion of these 7 billion ‘ave been promised for security construction 
needs in the Negev. A half-billion is designated for resettlement. This 
expenditure was derided by Minister of Industry, Trade and Tourism Gid'on 
Patt. However, it did not stop him from fighting against the imposition 
of more stringent credit terms for the industrialists. 


In addition, there are huge sums that were not included in the original 
budget. This year the government will pay to its public employees 9 
billion lira more than it had predicted in the original state budget. Of 
this sum 4 billion lira are designated for doctors and nurses. The govern- 
ment continues to accept decisions for the expenditure of additional sums: 
A quarter billion lira for the disabled, large sums for the farmers, and 
the hand is still outstretched. 


A state of schizophrenia prevails. One hand attempts to reduce expendi- 
tures while the other hand grants gifts in the billions. Such a situation 
is not good in normal times; how much more so at a time when the index of 
prices is rising at a rate of 9 percent a month or at a rate of 90 percent 
a year. It seems that this state of oblivion prevents the pilots of our 
ship of state from perceiving the gravity of the economic decline caused 
by the rising inflation rate which is approaching South American proportions. 
It is accompanied by a rising deficit in the balance of payments of more 
than 4 billion dollars annually. 


"If we destroy the economy we shall lose our power." This was expressed by 
Ezer Weizman, the security minister, at a session of the former government. 
This warning should prompt the government to cease the internal bickering 
and to resist the pressure groups. The decline must be arrested before 

it is too late. 
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ISRAEL 


PROBLEMS FACE ISRAEL IN ATTEMPT TO POPULATE THE NEGEV 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 28 May 79 p 19 
{[Article: "A Diversity of Plans With Scant Prospect of Success"] 


[Text] The civil governmental departments are engaged in a vast development 
of the Negev as a sequel to the peace agreements and to the redeployment 

of the IDF. They fear that in the competition between housing needs and 
security interests the latter will triumph. The security organization has 
mobile resources, direct and indirect aid from the United States, equipment, 
workers and soldiers and can easily overwhelm the civilians in this contest. 
The IDF also has American contractors who employ fcreign labor. 


The resources the government posseses that it can allocate to the civilian 
departments are scanty. The rate of cuts in the budget is increasing. 
Consequently there will be a slackening in the efforts begun in the 
redeployment in the Negev. In this contest the one who grabs first will 

be the winner. In this instance there is no doubt the security organization 
will come out ahead. The security bloc enjoys the support of the domineering 
chairman of the interdepartmental committee, Assistant Security Minister 
Mordecai Zipori. The other chairman with identical authority is Yechzkel 
Flumen, assistant minister of the Treasury. He is under constant pressure 
and may resign to demonstrate his irritation at the high handed methods 

of the IDF in the area with the overt support of Zipori. 


If the IDF dominates the expanse of the desert--it is rapidly dominating 
the surface and the air--civilians will not choose to live there. There 
will be no prospect of a viable life. The military congestion will repel 
those who were enchanted with the idea of living in the desert; those who 
were seeking peace and beauty, clean air and vast spaces. 


The Department of Construction and Housing is trying to keep up with the 
pace of the IDF. If it cannot produce a supply of habitable dwellings it 
will not attract civilians. The same applies to families of the permanent 
army and military workers (civilian). The attempt to populate the desert 
will fail. Undeniably the IDF conquered the Negev, but the anticipated 
advantage, the permanent settlement of the sparsely inhabited towns of the 
desert, was insignificant; just a few thousand families at most. 
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A goal has been set: top priority to the development of Yerucham, Mizpah 
Rimon and Eilat. The second priority consists of Dimona and Arad. Third 
is Netivot, Shderot and Ofakim. All the above are not situated in the 
distant southern wasteland, but in the eastern Negev, which is green and 
developed to a degree. 


The development of Be'er Sheva will of course continue, but not necessarily 
with planned government help. 


We cannot ascertain where Jews to settle the Negev will come from. The ones 
who have emigrated are not returning. Immigration is shrinking. Mobility 
of the population is not usual in Israel. It is a fact that very few are 
considering it seriously. Amidar has 3,200 vacant dwellings in the Negev 
district. Another 3,700 dwellings are in various stages of construction. 
This imposing supply is waiting for customers, but nobody is coming forward. 


This year 250 dwellings will be erected in Yerucham, 100 in Mizpah Rimon, 
183 in Eilat and 480 in Dimona. The Construction Department intends to 
fill these vacant dwellings with soldiers and ranking officers in an 
effort to raise the social quality of the development towns. What will 
be the fate of these dwellings if no prospective users are available? 
There is another failure in view for the housing in this area: In central 
Israel in the big cities there is a “*. th of housing, but in the sparsely 
settled Negev there is an excess with no demand. 


To sum up, there are plans this year for the construction in the southern 
and eastern Negev of 4,000 new dwellings. The supervisor of the department, 
Asher Weiner, anticipates a future oversupply which will be apportioned 

to officers of the IDF and their families, to new civilians and to industry. 
Will these groups actually flow to the development towns, to neighborhoods 
of one social class? 


No one knows for a certainty. However, in order to bind the new settlers to 
the problematical Yerucham, the Department of Construction has agreed, 

in line with the promise of the general supervisor, to maintain high 
standards in the construction. Yerucham's location is ideal today because 

it is the center of the security deployment. It also has an industry 
servicing the army aircraft. The 250 new dwellings in Yerucham will be 

one story houses of three or four rooms. New neighbcrhoods will be developed. 
These will be inhabited by a blend of officers (if they find it agreeable 

to live there) and local young couples if the latter decide to remain. 


Asher Weiner assures us that the IDF will not be sequestered in separate 
neighborhoods. It is questionable whether the general supervisor is 
prepared to sign a pledge to that effect and fulfill his promise in 3 years. 


General Natan Sharoni, chief of the planning division of the general 
staff, emphasized in an interview that if Israel knew how to exploit the 
IDF deployment into a wave of construction it would be an extraordinary 
achievement and result in an extraordinary civilian development. 
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General Sharoni poses a question for which there does not seem to be an 
answer: The problem is how to create a civilian foundation. 


The present organization is of scant help. It is a patchwork without a4 
single authoratative force. The regime is split. The various departments 
are biting and snatching at this goody; the shrunken wilderness remaining 
after the IDF’s conquest. 


General Sharoni states that the channeling of 8,000o0r 10,000 families of 
the regular army and its civilian workers to Eilat, Mizpah Rimon, Arad, 
Dimona and Yerucham by the military depends on the quality of life created 
in those towns. 


Another way of stating it: Even if the Construction Department succeeds 
in erecting a significant quant<ty of housing in the aforementioned towns 
(this is questionable) Israelis will come in droves to settle the desert. 


We must take heed: This grandiose plan amounts to building castles in 
Spain. The anticipated population figures for the year 2,000 (20 years 
hence) for the 5 towns is dubious. It is projected in the following table: 














City Population 1979 2,000 
Today 
Arad 12,000 12,200 35,000 
Yerucham 6,800 9,500 25,000 
Dimona 30, 000 32,000 65,000 
Rimon 2,600 7,000 25,000 
Eilat 16,500 20, 000 65,000 
67,900 80,700 215,000 Totals 


The figures appearing in the table were taken from an internal report of 


the committee for the development of the Negev. 


The chairman of the con- 


mittee is Mr Chaim Chacham, an assistant minister for the development 


districts. 


The population figures for the year end 1979 for the 5 towns 


being discussed are higher by 12,800 than the present number. One cannot 


assume that by the close of the year the population will increase by 


13,000. 


One way or another, even if the exaggerated forecast were realized for 
the population of the 5 towns by the year 2,000 there will scarcely be 
This is a certainty because of the failure to attract 


any congestion. 
and keep solid investors in the area. 
for the expansion of commercial activity. 


soundly based and not on shifting sands. 


Capable industrialists are needed 
Only on these can the towns be 


Perhaps it would not be amiss to hearken to the advice of General Sharoni 


who expresses a different view of our choices." 
to develop the Galilee first and then the Negev." 
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It would be more desirable 
It is true that the IDF 











would like to retain its exclusive hold on an empty Negev. After the 
loss of the Sinai it needs a breathing space devoid of civilians for 
training and maneuvers. It is also true that the Galilee presents a 
more attractive prospect for settlement in strength by those who wish to 
redeem the Galilee by Jewish settlements and manufacturing villages. At 
the moment they are being rebuffed because of a lack of resdéurces. 


General Sharoni, chief of the planning division of the general staff 
remarks: “The Negev is in our hands; *< is ours, but we must save the 
Galiiee before it is taken from us. Time is pressing." 


General Sharoni is a strong and energetic sabra, 45 years old and a native 
of Petach Tikvah. He was a ranking officer in the artillery division and 

an assistant to the general staff. These days his words raise a troublesome 
question: The enchantment with the Negev that is pervading Israel. In 

his own words: “What in truth should take precedence? The settlement of 
the Negev, which consists of a changing scenario of military and civilian 
improvizations, or the Judaization of the Galilee?" 


The government, which has been engaged for more than a year in the 
negotiations with Egypt and with exhausting dialogues with the United 
States, is paying no heed to this critical subject which may very well 
determine the future of Israel for generations to come. 


In what direction shall we devote our resources? To the Negev which is the 
last great land reserve of Israel and the Jewish nation; the natural land 
bridge between the Atlantic and Indian oceans by way of the Mediterranean 
and Red Sea? Or shall it be the Galilee, our problem-ridaen northern 
province overcrowded with Arabs and bordering on Syria, Lebanon and Jordan? 


In the Negev, building is proceeding at top speed, but we are abandoning 

the Galilee. The new construction in the Negev is not much better in quality 
than what is already there. It is not sufficient to entice new settlers in 
any significant numbers. Asher Weiner, the supervisor of the Construction 
Department, assures us that the construction in the distant wilderness is 
adapted to the desert climatic conditions, prefabricated one story homes 

and conventional dwellings. Can one believe him? 


Professor Amos Richmond, the chief of the Department of Desert Research in 
the university at Sde Boker, has voiced warnings over the anticipated 
acceleration in developing the Negev. His words were like a voice crying 
in the wilderness. "We are confronted with a program of rapid decisions 
and hasty execution based on fragmentary plans. The process will begin with 
the arbitrary seizure of certain areas whose development may bring disaster 
in its wake if it is not accomplished with extreme care and a sense of 
responsibility. The indications are clear. A method must be found to 
interweave the development needs stemming from the army's requirements and 
those deriving from our goal of achieving a flourishing settlement of 

the Negev." 
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Ic is still not too late to prevent imminent sishaps, to correct the mass of 
omissions. Today the IDF is enjoying a pricrity in development because 

of a time pressure. The tremendous investments required should be made to 
serve a double purpose--army as well as civilian. The army's demands should 
not be a stumbling block to the present and future civilian development. A 
project authority must be established. 


A statutory body must be created to prevent the army's domination of civilian 
matters as is the case today. In the United States, President Roosevelt 
created the Tennessee Valley Authority to prevent friction in the execution 
of the giant project. Conflicting and opposing interests had to be 
controlled. 


Assistant Defense Minister Tzipori does not we .c an authoritative body with 
teeth, a government body that will operate within e legal framework for the 
development of the Negev. At present authority is scattered among various 
bureaus. In the present anarchical situation the army can dictate. It 
occupies the first violin seat. 


Top-level government sources have voiced their displeasure over the present 
situation whereby the assistant defense minister is the consumer as well as 
the supplier in the Negev. It is a conspicuous defect. 


Yechezkel Flomen refuses to respond, but sources in his department intimate 
that the discussions taking place in the interdepartmental committee under 
the chairmanship of Flomen and Tzipori lack cordiality. 


It is necessary at this time that the two ministers Ezer Weizman and Simha 
Ehrlich meet with their two assistants and straighten out the difficulties. 
If no way can be found to share responsibilities in the operation of the 
interdepartmental committee it is quite likely that the assistart finance 
minister Flomen will ask to be relieved from his onerous appointment. 


The internecine Jewish conflict before the Americans arrive to build the 

two fields in the Negev is at its height. The interdepartmental committee 
consisting of the two assistant ministers and various administrators is 
proceeding in an ill-defined manner and without legitimate authorization. 
There is no neutral organization to arrive at decisions and execute them. 

The military organization dictates the direction Mordecai Tzipori is forced 

to follow. We cannot attribute a single significant decision nor a successful 
implementation to this committee of administrators. 


The massive redeployment of the security forces in the vastness of the Negev 
is attended by costly improvizations and a lack of administrative super- 
vision. The linkage to the priority of civilian resettlement is extremely 
weak. A golden opportunity is being lost. It will never return to leave 
its mark. 


A civilian administrative staff is needed to hew a path in the wilderness. 
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JORDAN 


ARAB ORGANIZATION HEADQUARTERS TRANSFERRED TO AMMAN 
Amman AL-RA‘Y in Arabic 5 Jun 79 p 3 


[Article: “After Suspension of Egypt's Membership, Arab Specifications 
and Measurements Organization Transfers Its Secretariat Headquarters to 
Amman” | 


[Text] Amman--Engineer Salah-al-Din Taha, the director of specifications 
and measurements at the Ministry of Industry and Trade, returned to Amman 
from Baghdad after heading the meetings of the emergency session of the 
Arab Specifications and Measurements Organization held in Dlaghdad from 2 
to 4 June 1979 in implementation in the resolutions of the conference of 
the Arab ministers of foreign affairs and of economy. 


Engineer Taha has stated that the General Committee of the Arab Specifica- 
tions and Measurements Organization decided to suspend Egypt's membership 
in the organization and to transfer the headquarters of the organization's 
General Secretariat to Amman. The committee also approved the organiza- 
tion's budget for the remaining part of the current fiscal year, a budget 
amounting to 415,000 dollars. 


The committee has urged the member states that have not paid their commit- 
ments so far to pay these commitments, and also urged these states to make 
donations to the organization to enable it to shoulder the financial bur- 
dens resulting from the transfer of its secretariat's headquarters. The 
committee also entrusted Jordan's representative, the chairman of the cur- 
rent session and the acting secretary general, to follow up implementation 
of the committee's resolutions. 


The committee also adopted a decision to convene the meeting of the organ- 
ization's Executive Bureau in Amman in the first hal! of September and to 

hold the next meeting of the General Committee in Amman in the first half 

of next December. 
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GOVERNMENT ISSUES NEW REGULATIONS FOR DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
Auman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 15 Jum 79 p 5 
[articles “Details of the New Diplomatic Cerps Statute" | 


[Text] The prime ministry has submitted te the Reyal Hashenite Diwaa the new 
statute for the Jordanian diplesatic cerps, which was recently approved by the 
cabinet and which will be effective upom its publication in the Official Gasette, 
Here are the details of the new statute. 


The culings ef the civi). service statute and ether legislation regulating en- 


pleyee affairs in the kiagiesm shall apply te the empleyees ef the diplematic 
corps in matters net previded fer in this statute, 


The diplomatic cerps empleyees, pesitiens, salaries anid yearly raises are deter- 
mined as follows ani will be effective fren 1 January 1979; Special anbaseader, 
280, 290, 300, 310, 320, 330 Jordanian dinars; Ly 150, 160, 170, 180, 
190, 200, 210 dimars; minister » 14, 117, 126, 129, 5 
135, 138, 141, 144; counseler, 87, 9, BG, . ie, "105, 106, 111, 114, 11 

dinars; — tage og 6 79, 1, 8, 50 89, Fl, DB, 95, 97 Ginare, 

secon secretary, 67, 6 75, 77, 79, 81, 83, 85, 87 dinars; third secretary, 
SS, 57s 59. bhe 83, 85, 87, 89. M1, 99 dimazey and attache, 50, 51, 52, 5. 9, 
55, 575 5% 61, 63, re "Qinare, 


The secretary general of the ministry shall be appointed from ameng the anbassa- 
dors on the basis of the minister's vecommendation, with the appreval ef the 
cabinet and the concurrence of the ecalted reyal will. 


The umber of positions in the Ciplenatio congo 18 Goteumined a0 Selleuss one 





secretaries, aif 30 attaches. 


When persons net from the diplematic cerps are appointed as ambassadors, care 
sill be taken that they mumber se mere than half the tetal aumber of ambassa- 
dors. 








On the basis of the minister's recommendation, the cabinet may approve an 
increase in the number ef diplomatic posts if there is a need for it, provid- 
ec that all the newly cu=ated posts be for ambassader or attache. 


A former minister appointed ambassador for the first time shall receive the sal- 
ary of a special ambassador, anid enly a former minister can be appoir*ed te this 


post. 


Bearing in mind the rulings of Paragraph A of this article, the ambassador 
appointed for the first time from outside the ministry staff shall receive the 
lowest salary for the post of ambassador, or the salary which he would have re- 
ceived in the last government position he held before he was appointed to the 
aisistry, provided that in no case the salary allcted him exceed the highest 
salary for the position of ambassador, 


When the task of the ambassador appointed from outside the ainistry staff enis, 
the cabinet shall retain his in his position for two months after the termina- 
tion of his task, 


The upper limits for diplomatic mission staffe shall be as follows: a chief 

of mission and five diplomatic employees in London, Washington and New York; 

@ chief of mission and four diplomatic employees in Beirut, Damascus, Paris, 
wonn, Jiddah, Cairo and Kwmit; a chief of mission ani three diplomatic explo: 
in Baghdad, Rome and Genevr; a chief of mission ani two “iplomatic employees 
in Abu Dhabi, Algiers, Islamabad, Khartoum, al-Dawhah, Rabat, Tokyo, Santiago, 
Tarabulus, San‘a’, Teheran, Dubai, Muscat, Madrid, Moscow, New Delhi, the Aosb 
league, Belgrade, "galare, Ottawa, Bern, Brussels, al-Mamamah, Tunis, Athens, 
Bucharest, Australia and Peking. 





The staff for new missions shall be determined by degree of the cabinet ani 
the ministers, on the basis of the minister's recommendation. 


Vacant positions in the ministry offices will be assigned to diplomatic employ- 
ees ani administrators by decree of the minister, on the basis of the secretary 
general's recommendation, 





The ambassador can be appointed, nominated, transferred or discharged by decis- 
fon of the cabinet on the basis of the ainister’s recommendation, provided that 
it is done with the concurrence of the exalted royal will, 


The charge d'affaires and the general consul may be appointed and transferred 
by decision of the minister, on the basis of the secretary general's recommen- 
dation, provided that his position not be less than counselor, 


The minister plenipotentiary or counselor cin be nominated ambassador, ani 
this nomination shall be terminated when he is transferred to the centrel office 


When the ambassador is appointed for the first time, he shall repeat the fol- 
lowing osth before the King in tne mwesence of the minister: “I swear by 

Almight, God that I shall be loyal to the king and that I shall represent His 
Highness and serve the Hasheaite Jordanian Kingdom faithfully and honorably.” 








ictal | 


The employee of the diplomatic corps shall be appointed and prometed by decision 
of the cabinet on the basis af the minister’s recommendation. 





With the exception of the ambassador, the employee of the diplomatic corps must 
fulfil th ssployment conditiens provided for in the civil service statute, 
must ho’. = aiversity degree, rust be proficient in English or French in add- 
ition to azbic, and must pass a public competitive examination for selecting 
employees of the divlomatic corps. 


Regardless of what is contained in the civil service statut. in force, or in 
any other statute, and regardless of any prior service or experience, the dip- 
lomatic employee at the ainistry will at first be appointed to the position of 
attache. 


The holder of the first leve) university degree (baccalaureate or licentiate) 
will be appointed to the lowest grade for the ition of attache. The holder 
of the sevond level university degree (masters) will be appointed to the fourth 
year grade for the position of attache. The holder of the third level miver- 


sity degree (doctorate) will be appointed to the highest grade for the position 
of attache. 





If a former attache returns to ministry service, he will be paid the same salary 
he received when he left the service, although if he has acquired a higher edu- 
cational qualification ome of the rulings of Paragraphs B and C of this article 
will be applied to hin, 


The diplomatic corps employee who is being appointed to the sinistry for the 
first time shall repeat the following cath to the ainister in the presence of 
be 


the secretary general: "I swear by Almighty God that I shall 
king and that I shall serve the country faithfully and honorably. 


When an attache is appointed to the ministry, he 
for two years, after which time the minister will decide, om the basis of the 


secretary general's recommendation, whether to confirm his in his position or 
dispense with his services if his incompetence or misconduct is proven. 


The attache cannot be transferred abroad until he is confirmed in the ainistry 
service, except in exceptional cases requiring overseas work, to be decided at 
the recommendation of the minister and to be approved by the prize aninister, 


The diplomatic employee cannot be promoted to a higher position except accord- 
ing to the following conditions: that he be promoted to the empty positian 
immediately above his ow post and that he have spent at least three years in 
his present rcsition, except for the attache appointed to a grade higher than 
the minimum grade for the position, who can be promoted two years after being 
appointed to that grade, According to this article, service outside the ninis- 
try shall not be taken into consideration for promotion purposes. 


If the diplomatic employee to be prom‘ed is receiving a higher salary than the 
minimun one set for the post to which he is to be promoted, he will be given 
the salary immediately above his om salary in the new position’s scale. 
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The minister shall establish a committee, chaired vy the secretary general and 
havirg as members the directors of the administrative an’ political departasnts 
and twe other ministerial department directors, to perform the following func- 
tions with respect to positions from attache to minister plenipotentiary: org- 
anize the public competition held to choose diplomatic employees; exanine re- 
quests for employment, select the best of them, ami recommend their appointasnt; 
and decide which ministry employees deserve promotion and recommend their pro- 
motion. This will be on the basis of quslification according to yeai'y reports 
drawn up for them, then seniority in their present position, previded that the 
difference in seniority is no more than six months, then educational qualifi- 
cations, then seniority in the previous post, then their wemuneration, then 
seniority in ministry service. Preference will be given to married persons 
over single perrons, and to older persons over younger ones. 


The ambassador can marry with the approval of the minister on the basis of the 
secretary general's recommendation, and the diplomatic employee other than the 
ambassador my marry with the approval of the secretary general on the basis of 
the chief of mission's or the ministerial department director's recommendation, 
An employee of the diplomatic corps cannot marry a non-Jordanian without the 
approval of the cabinet, and his services will be iispensed with if he violates 
the rulings of this article, 


The ambassador cannot serve more than five consecutive years in one country, 
nor ten years abroad, except in exceptional cases decided on by the cabinet with 
the minister's recomméndation, 


The ambassador will be informed by the ainister of the decision to transfer hia 
from one post to another at least two aomths prior to his transfer, This period 
may be shortened to one month in exceptional cases decided by the cabinet on the 
basis of the minister's recommendation, 


With the exception of the ambassador, the overseas diplomatic employee's service 
will be limited to four years from the date of his transfer overseas from the 
central office, It can be extended for a period not more than six months by 
the minister's decision on the basis of the secretary general's recommendation, 
and for another six months by decision of the prime minister on the basis of 
the minister's recommendation. This will be in exceptional circumstances dic- 
tated by the nature of the work or emergency conditions, 


The diplomatic employee, after being transferred overseas, will not be trans- 
ferred to the central office until after serving at least a year in the post, 


If the diplomatic corpe employee is transferred from overseas to the central 
office on the basis of his request or for career reasons before having actually 
completed four years, the four years shall be completed in the cen-ral office, 
in addition to the period specified in Paragraph B of this article. 


A diplomatic employee will not be transferred to an embassy where he has previ- 
ously served unti) six years have passed since the terminaticn of his services 
in that embassy. 











The diplomatic employee cannot be transferred from one embassy to another dur- 
ing his overseas service except in exceptional circumstances dictated by the 
nature of work or emergency conditions, provided that the total period of over- 
seas service not exceed the period stipulated in Paragraph A of this article, 


A diplomatic employee other than the ambassador will be transferred overseas 
from the ministry ani vice versa, or from one ambassy to another, by decree 

of the ainister on the basis of the secretary generel's recommendation. The 
transfer decision shall be announced at least two months prior to the date of 
transfer. This period may be shortened to one gonth in exceptional circumstances 
decided by the minister on the basis of the secretary general's recommendation 
if the transfer is on the basis of the employee's request. 


The professional counselors and attaches from other ministries will be con- 
sidered part of the mission staff, and they shall be administratively obligated 
to its chief. The rulings pertaining to wages, transfer, allowances and all 
other [financial matters contained in this statute shall apply to thea. 


Financial Affairs 


The rulings of financial statutes in effect in the kingdom shall be applied to 
employees of the diplomatic corps in matters not provided for by this statute, 


The employees of the diplomatic corps will be paid monthly allowances according 
to their place of residence, according to the following order. 


For ambassadors to the first group of countries the allowance is 575 dinars; 

for ambassadors to the second group of countries the allowance is 550 dinars; 
for ambassadors to the third group of countries the allowance is 475 dinars; 

and for ambassadors to the fourth group of countries it is 450 dinars. For 
charges d'affaires and general consuls the allowances are 475, 375, 350, and 

225 dinars respectively; for ministers plenipotentiary and counselors it is 

450, 350, 325, 300 dinars respectively; for first and second secretaries it is 
425, 325, 300 and 275 dinars respectively; and for third secretaries ani attaches 
it is 400, 300, 275, and 250 dinars respectively. 





The first group consists of Japan. The countries of the eecond group include 
Germany, France, Switzerland, Italy, England, the United States, Canada, Bel- 
gium, Lebanon, Oman, Yemen, Iran, Australia and China. The countries of the 
third group incluie Libya, Algeria, Kuwait, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Spain, Tunisia, Yugoslavia and Greece. The coun- 
tries of the fourth group inclule Egypt, Syria, the Soviet Union, Turkey, Iraq, 
the Sudan, Romania, Pakistan, India and Chile, 


The diplomatic corps employee abroad will receive an additional rzonthly allow- 
ance paid all at onee in the first month of each year determined by the cabinet 
with the minister's recommendation, based on the point system determined by the 
United Nations classification of the various capitals of the world. 


In addition to the allowance mentioned in Paragraph A of this article, the over- 
seas diplomatic corps employee will be paid an allowance equivalent to five points. 











The overseas diplomatic corps employee will receive a monthly housing allowance 
of 125 dinars for married persons and 80 dinars for singles. 


A monthly expense account allowance of 75 dinars will be paid to the secire.ary 
general, 40 dinars to the chief of protocol, 20 dinars to the first assistant, 
and 15 dinars to the other diplomatic employees of the protocol office. 


In case the overseas employee is transferred to the central office or to another 
embassy on the basis of his request or for carwer reasons, he will be paid part 
of the sum alloted him in Paragraph B of this article, as follows: 25 percent 
if more than a year has elapsed, 50 percent if more than two years have elapsed, 
and 75 percent if more than three years have elapsed, In case the services of 
the diplomatic corps employee overses~ is terminated for any reason, the costs 
of transferring him and the members of his family to the central office will 

be paid, in addition to what is provided for in Paragranhs A and B of this 
article, 


In case a diplomatic corps employee or a member of his family dies overseas, the 
ministry will bear all the costs of preparing and transporting the body to the 
kingdom, and the costs of whichever family member accompanies it who was over- 
seas with him at the time of hic death. In case of the overseas death of an 
employee of the diplomatic corps, his family will be paid all the allowances 
called for in this statute for a period of two months. 


In case the chief of mission dies overseas, the ministry will send a delegation 
of senior employees to accompar, the body from overseas to the homeland. 


A lump transportation allowance will be paid the overseas diplomatic corps en- 
ployee as follows: 50 dinars to the ambassador, and 25 dinars to the diplomatic 
employee. The chief of mission will bear the costs of gasoline for the govern- 
ment vehicle assigned for his official use within the limite of the capital of 
the country to which he is accredited. Forty file will be paid for each kilo- 
meter when he uses the vehicle for official business outside the capital. 


The overseas diplomatic corps employee who uses his automobile for official 
business outside the limits of the capital to which he is posted will be paid 
50 fils for each kilometer, 


The ministry employee will be apid a lump monthly transportation allowance as 
follows: 20 dinars for the first chief of protocols 15 dinars to the director 
of a ministry department, the director of the special bureau and the first 
assistant chief of protocol; and 12 dinars to the diplomatic employee of the 
protocol office or the special bureau. If the diplomatic employee is authorised 
to conduct official business outside the country to which he is posted, he will 
be paid travel allowances for each night spent out of the country for purposes 
of that business. The travel allowances will cover all expenses sustained by 
the employee during that stay, as well as transportation fees within the coun- 
try as follows: 40 dinars for the secretary general and the ambassador, 30 
dinars for the minister plenipotentiary, counselor and first secretary, ani 

25 dinars for the second and third secretary and the attache. In addit. on to 

















the allowance provided for in Paragraph A of this article, a non-resident az- 
bassador who is presenting the papers of accreditation, or a head of a delega- 
tion, will be paid an additional allowance of 50 percent of that allowance. 
The non-resident ambassador is entitled to visit the country to which he is 

a year. In case a diplomatic employee is called to the minis- 
he will be paid his travel expenses and allowances 
in the kingdom, provided it is for a period of no 

he following manner: 12 dinars for the ambassador 
r 


The diplomatic employee in the peraanent mission to the United Nations will 
be paid, for each day the regular anid extraordinary sessions called by the 

United Nations General Assembly meet, th» cum of 10 dinars for the permanent 
delegate and 6 dinars for the othex aission employees. 


The diplomatic employee in the permanent mission to the United Nations at Geneva 
will be paid a yearly accomodation allowance of 50 dinars for the permanent de- 
legate and 30 dinars for other diplomatic employees at the mission; this sun 
will be paid in gonthly installaents. 


The diplomatic corps employes who performs the duties of the chief of aission 

a temporary charge d‘affaires will be paid a monthly allowance of 20 percent 
the chief of mission's allowances provided for in Paragraph A of Article 28 
this statute, provided that the chief of mission is absent 

month. The allowance will accrue from the date of the chief 
parture. If the chief of mission is a non-resident ambassador, the temporary 
charge d'affaires will be paid the above-mentioned percentage from the date he 
undertook the work, provided that the employee's total salaries ani allowances 


ter's recommendations. 
The minister will determine the mission's staff of local employees, 


Local employees at the mission will be appointed with the approval of the sin- 
ister or whoever is acting for him, on the basis of the chief of mission's recoa- 
nendation. 


The local employee may be granted a yearly raise or salary ad justaent with the 
approval of the minister or his delegate, on the basis of the chief of mission's 
recommendation. 
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Local employees will be granted vacations, remunerations and compensations 
they deserve according to the provisicns a’ the laws and statutes applied 
to the citizens of the countries where they work who hold siailar positions. 


The minister or whoever acts for him is entitled to disburse the permanent or 
temporary cash advances neede¢ to purchase or maintain the furnishings and 
necessities of the diplomatic missions and to mrintain tleir buildings, as part 
of the allocations made for this purpose, 


The ambassador in the old staff who held a ministerial post will be moved to 
the rank of special grade ambassa .or in this statute's staff, and the ambassa- 
dor in the old staff who did not hold a ministerial post will be moved to 
the post of ambassador in this statute's new staff. He will be paid the same 
salary he received the year he held the position the 

his 


for in this statute, or the higher yearly salary 
the salaries for the two years, 


The Jordanian diplomatic corps statute No 65 of 1975 and ite amendments are 
hereby abolished, as is any clause in any other statute insofar as it conflicts 
with the rulings of this statute. 
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JORDAN 


FUND EARMARKED FOR SOCIAL SERVICES IN SEMI-DESERT AREAS 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 6 Jun 79 p 6 


[Article: "Queen ‘Alya’ Jordanian Fund for Voluntary Social Work; Project 
for Fundamental Social Service Centers in Jordanian Semi-Desert Areas"] 


[Text] First, Project Background: 


The land in Jordan, except in the northwestern area and the Jordan Valley, 

is mostly barren desert and arid hills. The rainfall in the eastern and 

southern areas is small and insufficient. Moreover, the soil fertility 
degree is very low. | 


The number of inhabitants populating these barren semi-desert areas is 
estimated at 20,000 people, most of whom live under very hard conditions. 
The majority of this population suffers from varying degrees of malnutri- 
tion. This problem appears in a serious manner in Ma‘an Governorate and 
al-Mafraq District. What adds to the dimensions of the problem are the 
various diseases that afflict children. The situation is only made worse 
by the mothers’ ignorance of sound nutrition and health practices. 


Second, Justifications: 


Efforts are being exerted to help the semi-desert inhabitants through var- 
ious plans that seek to raise their standard of living. Attempts have also 
been initiated recently to offer complete social services as a means to 
achieve this goal. As a temporary measure to offer urgent services, eight 
food centers have been set up in a number of southern villages. These 
centers are currently offering food in the form of sandwiches and miik. 


The unhealthy conditions under which most of the semi-desert inhabitants 
live--conditions represented in malnutrition and ignorance of the simplest 
health rules--have urged the Queen ‘Alya' Fund to take the initiative to 
formulate a plan for offering the fundamental social services to these 
areas in order to improve their health conditions and their general social 
conditions. 





This project seeks to set up 13 new centers and to develop and improve the 
services offered by the existing eight centers. In view of the serious 
problem, it has been found necessary to draw up a comprehensive program for 
fundamental social services in these areas. The low life expectancy, the 
high infant mortality rate, which amounts to nearly 10 [percent], the low 
health standard and the meagerness of the public health utilities make it 
necessary to introduce health education and family welfare activities as an 
essential part of this comprehensive program. 


llowever, the fact that the villages in these areas are scattered and small 
in size--at times not exceeding 12 houses to a village--makes it practically 
and economically impossible to offer services to every village or population 
gathering. In such situations, the reasonable solution becomes the solution 
which provides for setting up service compounds supplied with the means 
necessary for easy movement and for providing the services to the adjacent 
villages and gatherings. 


Third, Goals: 


In the next 5 years, the project seeks to provide the fundamental social 
services to nearly 20,000 children and women. 


The food services will continue to form a basic element in the total social 
services offered by the project. But the project will not be confined to 
the food services which will be gradually accompanied by and tied to other 
services. It is expected that these centers will turn within a reasonable 
time into sites of active and increasing social and environmental services. 
At the outset, the centers will offer hot and cold meals and will also supply 
meals to pre-school children, and to school children where there are schools. 
They will also supply meals to families suffering from noticeable malnutri- 
tion. 


The food programs will be accompanied by guidance on health care, personal 
hygiene and family welfare and by fundamental medical and health services, 
including first aid materials, inoculations and vaccinations. 


Women will be assisted to use their free time and to improve their skills 
$0 aS to earn an extra income for their families. The programs of these 

centers will also include social education, with the aid of audio-visual 

means and various other educational means. 


Fourth, Description: 


The project provides for selecting 13 sites in which to set up the new 
centers, in addition to developing and improving the eight existing cen- 
ters. The 21 centers will be reinforced by four main units in which the 
provisions and the technical supplies will be stored and where the meals 
will be prepared before being sent to the centers. It is expected that a 








unit will be set up in Ma‘an area where the problem is acute. The other 
units will be located in Ma‘daba, al-Tifilah and al-Mafraq. In view of the 
vastness of the area, the scarcity of water in it and of its difficult roads, 
vehicles equipped to transport and distribute the food from the main four 
units to the various centers and population gatherings will be supplied. As 
for the already existing eight centers, they will be improved and will be sup- 
plied with the same equipment as the new centers so that they may provide 
their fundamental services. The new centers will be set up in villages that 
will be chosen on the basis of the availability of some water sources in them 
or the possibility of supplying them with water. 


These centers will use the help of the facilities available in nearby towns 
and will also make use of the services offered by the governmental establish- 
merits in the area. 


The project activities also call for providing training to local civil serv- 
ants and local leaderships on primary health care and on the other fundamental 
social and environmental Services to meet the local needs. 


Fifth, Phases of Implementation: 


The Queen ‘Alya' Fund, in cooperation with the Jordanian Child Care Society 
and with the technical aid of the ministries concerned, will implement this 
project in four phases. 


First Phase: 


Field Study: This study provides for the work to select the sites for the 
new centers. This study will be conducted by three social specialists, a 
representative of the area's administrative governor, a representative of 
the Social Affairs Bureau and a representative of the Jordanian Child Care 
Society to provide a detailed report on the conditions of the area villages, 
pointing out the following: 


The service available in the village. 

The services needed by the viliage. 

A full description of the village and of its intrinsic resources. 
The village population. 

The distance between the village and the closest city. 


ws wn = 
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B. The Technical Architectural Study: 


It calls for preparing the architectural designs for the buildings and the 
installations so that a center's building may include a hall that can 
accomodate 50 persons and an adjacent room to be used as an office (build- 
ing area nearly 150 square meters). As for the four units that will super- 
vise there centers, they will each consist of a meeting and lectures hall, 

an office, a storage room, a bedroom, a kitchen and utilities (a construction 
area of nearly 200 square meters). 
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Seccad Phase: This is the phase of constructing and equipping the buildings. 
This phase will take 2 years. 


Third Phase: This is the phase of equipping the centers. This phase will 
last 6 months. 


Fourth Phase: This is the phase of putting the project into operation. 
After completion of the construction and equipping phases, the project will 
be handed over to the Jordanian Child Care Society, provided that the fund 
shoulder the costs of operatior for 4 years. The operationa! costs paid 

by the fund will be reduced by one fourth annually. 


8494 
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CALL FOR MEASURES AGAINST ANTI-ARAB CAMPAIGN IN U.S. 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-‘'AMM in Arabic 25 Jun 79 pp 1, 11 LD 
{"Kuwaiti Observer" article: “How Do We Face the U.S. Threats?"] 


[Text] Reports from the United States received by this paper or brought 
back by travelers confirm that the U.S. individual's hostility toward the 
Arab individual in general and the Muslim in particular has become deep- 
seated. The Americans’ hatred for the Arabs has so escalated that now 
they write anti-Arab slogans in public car parks and elevators as well 

as on walls. Some of these slogans say "Kill the Arabs" or "Smash Arab 
cars." This is in addition to obscenities insulting the noble prophet. 


All this hostility and hatred is because petroleum prices have somewhat 
increased and because the American consumer now pays a little more than 
what he used to pay before. 


This is despite the fact that the U.S. oil companies are the cause of 
this crisis. They are stockpiling for the future and have increased the 
price per barrel to $30 while its cost price is no more than $20. As 
for the prices of petrochemicals they have increased many times over. 
While the consumer and governments benefit, the Arabs are the least to 
benefit because they are selling their oil cheaply. 


Every time a misunderstanding occurs between the Arabs and the Americans, 
some people come forward to say that Zionism is the reason and that 
Americans are benevolent and love the Arabs. But now matters have become 
clear. We displayed good will but they were the ones to start the 
attacks and insults. Indeed there is news about planning for a military 
attack. 


In view of this we, the Arab governments and peoples, are called upon to 
pay greater attention to such events, especially since we are in a strong 
position and they need us more than we need then. 


Our governments must protest against, and boycott, the United States. 
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Popular and professional organizations must lodge protests ard start « 
boycott. 


We, as Muslims, must declare a clear and firm stand against any s*tempt 
to insult the noble prophet Muhammad. 


We have only to take a firm stance against the Americans once, and they 
will back down as Canada did and they will realize that their interests 
*r2 with the Arabs and not with Zioniss. 


Funds deposited by Arab individuals and governments in American banks 
must be withdrawn and invested in the Arab world as well as in other 
markets. There are many development and services projects in our coun- 
tries that need to be implemented and the implementation of such pro- 
jects would consolidate ties between governments and peoples--projects 
such as railroads, hospitals, schools and so forth. 


We can also, if we wish, cancel the U.S. arms deals or some of them st 
least so that this would affect employment in their factories since the 
United States is not the world’s only arms source. There are Soviet and 
European arms. Iran has canceled some arms contracts with the United 
States and Britain and this had a great impact. 


At the level of individuals and companies, they should be expected to 
cancel U.S. trade contracts and not to employ U.S. individuals and firms 
in their projects, especially since American companies reap millions from 
the Arab countries. 


Will we therefore firmly resolve to preserve our dignity and religion and 
properly use our material and manpower strength in the interest of Islam 
and the Arabs as well as of the ordinary man in our countries? 


CSO: 4802 
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PAPER SEES U.S. UNDERMIN’NG MIDEAST STABILITY, PLUNDERING WEALTH 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 27 ‘un 79 pp 1, 19 LD 
{Editorial: “Arab Oil and the Americans”) 


[Excerpts] The United States is at present preoccupied exclusively with 
the “businzss" of the Arabs--whether the Arabs who have oil or those who 
have armies. Thus the threat to set up a military strike force for land- 
ing in oil areas is continuing and escalating. 


The Americans are behaving somewhat hysterically and are forgetting that 
occupying other people's land is not easy, that oil cannot be extracted 
by force of arms. Indeed, they do not realize how much damage such 
action would cause to their interests above all. If they claim instabil- 
ity as a pretext for military intervention, it is they alone who are 
undermining stability. We are not so stupid as not to realize that the 
country causing instability in the area is the one which has an interest 
in instability. 


People are shouting sbout o1l prices when they have made no attempt to 
curb large increases in the prices of their producte--increases that make 
the ofl revenues seem like mere deposits belonging to the owners of major 
Western industrial companies. O11 is our only wealth, and if it is 
exhausted we will have no other resources, whereas their industries, 
agricultural resources and oil will continue to provide them with the 
means of prosperity and progress. 


Shall we let them plunder this wealth for a cheap price and in a short 
time and not take into account our future and our generations? Equating 
oil prices with commodity prices is very essential both for us and for 
them and so that the ofl energy will last as long as possible. 


The Americans are keeping their oil in their wells and fields and in the 
meantime are seeking to exhaust Arab and other world oil so that their 
reserves will remain, regardless of how they expose the world to decline 
and collapse. 


101 











In fact their threat against the oil countries is a threat to the nor- 
American world. We indeed will not leave our oil underground but will 
sell it to those who want it according to our production needs and 
without losing sight of humanitarian considerations relating to the 


world’s need for oil. 


CSO: 4802 
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KUWAIT 





MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD MOVEMENT HAS NETWORKS IN U.S. 


Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0700 GMT 1 Jul 79 LD 





[Text] Kuwait, 1 Jul—-The Muslim Brotherhood Movement, which was accused 
of perpetrating the massacre of the cadets in Syria 2 weeks ago, has 
organized networks in the United States and Canada which “operate freely 
and with the full knowledge of the authorities there." 


In a dispatch from Washington the newspaper AL-QABAS reports that some 
Arab governments, which it did not name, support the Muslim Brotherhood 
financially. However, the aims of these governments are unknown yet, 
though they are believed to be: the overthrowing of the central 
authority and social line of a number of Arab and Islamic countries 
which are not specified. 


The headquarters of the movement, the paper reports, is in London, though 
it has branches in West Germany, South Africa, Switzerland and the Arab 
and Islamic world in general. 


The paper also reports that the U.S. authorities have full information 


about the movement's activities and the continuous visits its leaders 
make to Europe. 


CSO: 4802 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


KUWAITI LEADERS DISCUSS REGIONAL ISSUES 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 5 May 79 pp 25-26 


[Article by Najib 'Abd-al-Hadi: "Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad to AL-MUSTAQBAL: 
We Consider the Egyptian Press’ Assault on Us and Its Bias Against Us 
the Highest Medals We Could Receive and We Wear Them With Complete Price"] 


[Text] It has been some time since Kuwait first raised before the Gulf 
States the issue of Gulf security and the need for political and security 
coordination among these states. When it raised this issue, Kuwait 
realized on the basis of the information it had available, its far- | 
sighted diplomacy and its deep understanding of the political balance 

in the world, that the area was moving toward events which would demand 
caution, alertness and organized collective action with the potential for 
mobility, as well as rapid and sustained efforts to formulate a stretegy 
for unified group action. 


Perhaps the interview with Kuwaiti Crown Price and Prime Minister Sa'd 
al-'Abdallah al-Sabah in the Kuwaiti newspaper AL-SIYASAH on 26 April helps 
to explain several points which form the basis for Kuwait's established 
policy. In this interview, the number two man in the Kuwaiti regime pre- 
sented many facts and pieces of information, directed not only at the Gulf 
citizen but also at the Arab citizen who has begun to play a part in the 
crown prince's political concerns in view of the strong bearings and 
reflections which these matters have on all of the political events 
occurring in the Arab arena. 


Shaykh Sa'd commented in his interview: "Kuwait does not have anything 
definite about American threats to occupy the oil fields, however, our 
area is exposed to foreign forces." 


Commenting on reports in the foreign press--in particular the American 
press--Shaykh Sa'd said: “Power politics, gunboat diplomacy and methods 
based on threatened occupation are not wise policies on the part of the 
big powers. Moreover, they are unacceptable and inglorious methods, 
especially in areas which occupy important strategic positions.” He 
added: “The dangers are especially felt in areas which are important to 
the big powers. However, these states’ feelings of danger quickly fade 
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away when they have a joint understanding to ward off outside threats 
and dangers." 


This statement coming from an Arab official provides a clear indication of 
the fact that Kuwait is striving toward a joint understanding which will 
include all the states of the area, foremost among them Saudi Arabia, 
which shows signs of establishing coordination with Kuwait and appears 

to understand ail the requirements imposed by the political balance on 
which all the calculations of the foreign forces of the big powers are 
based 


Going to little more deeply into another part of Sa'd al-'Abdallah 
al-Sabah's remarks, we find this statement: "The big powers undoubtedly 
have their own interests, and they seek to separate and damage our area. 
However, I believe that some measure of good coordination among the 
people and governments of the area states will serve to avert the dangers 
associated with the interests of the big powers. A climate of coordina- 
tion among the Gulf states has become an understandable issue, and I 
believe that a spirit of responisibility is compelling many to pursue 
this climate of cooperation. The climate of danger wiil make us more in- 
clined to stick together, more amicable and more understanding of one 
another. Without a relationship of solidarity the area will live in an 
atmosphere of great danger which affects everyone." 


Based on this established policy, which is part of Kuwait's broader Arab 
and international policy, Kuwaiti diplomacy has been set in motion in both 
the Arab and international spheres. 


On the Arab plane, Kuwait has been able to put a damper on the war between 
the two Yemens, and has been able to play a fundamental and prominent 
role in clearing the air between the two leaders of the UAE, President 
Zayid ibn Sultan Al Nuhayan and Vice President Rashid ibn Sa'id Al Maktun. 
Prior to that, Kuwait played an important role in the Baghdad summit 
through its amir, Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah, for which he won the thanks 

of Iraqi President Ahmad Hasan al-Bakr and his vice president, Sadam 
Husayn. Moreover, Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah, Kuwait's deputy prime minister 
and minister of foreign affairs, played an important part in the Conference 
of Arab Foreign and Economic Ministers in Baghdad so that President Sadat 
was able [as printed]. Cairo felt the effectiveness and influence of 
Kuwait's role, for it poured out its anger on Kuwait and directed its 
press to launch a campaign against the Kuwaiti policy. This campaign is 
still going on led by Dr Sayid Nufal, former assistant secretary-general 
of the Arab League and a leader in President Sadat's party; Anis Mansur, 
editor-in-chief of OCTOBER magazine; and Musa Sabri, editor-in-chief 

of AL~AKHBAR. 


Sabah al-Ahmad made this statement to AL-MUSTAQBAL: "We consider the 


assault against us and the bias on the part of the Egyptian press to be 
highest medals we could receive, and we wear them with complete pride." 
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He added: “We in Kuwait proceed on the basis of established positions 
from which we do not deviate. Kuwait has absolutely no reservations about 
expressing its opinion whenever this opinion related to the highest 
national issues which do not concern us alone but the people and govern- 
ments of the entire Arab world." He also stated: “We are not polite 
when dealing with such issues of such dimensions, nor do we attach much 
importance to the gains and losses resulting from the economic boycott 

of President Sadat's regime." 


With regard to the existence of a unified Gulf strategy potent enough 

for confrontation and resistance, the succession of visits exchanged 

among Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the remainder of the Gulf states are 

aimed at this objective which occupies the greatest part of Kuwaiti concern. 
Hence, the purpose of Sa‘'d al-‘Abdallah al-Sabah's tour through area 

States last December was to establish a strong groundwork for a collective 
Gulf position able to fill the political vacuum in the area and ready for 
all the possibilities of danger which have begun to loom on the area's 
horizon. 


AL-MUSTAQBAL has learned from informed and reliable political sources 

that Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the other Persian Gulf states will 
hold a summit-level meeting before the end of this year to study all the 
potential political possibilities and formulate a plan of united action 
which has the necessary flexibility and mobility in the face of any 

danger which might threaten the security and stability of the area. These 
sources stated that contacts are now being made among the leaders of these 
states in order to set the time and place for this meeting. Moreover, the 
authorities in these states are busily engaged in formulating their con- 
ception of the approaching political phase preparatory to establishing an 
agenda for this meeting, which will be one of the most important and 
significant Arab summits ever because of the importance and significance 
of the matters to be discussed and agreed upon there. This is particularly 
true since oil and energy affairs will attract special attention in the 
upcoming conference, and these are the matters which most disturb Western 
states, foremost among them the United States which has been made uncom 
fortable by the political movement in the area aimed at curbing the 
ascendancy of American policy and lessening U.S. infleunce. 
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QATAR 


ARAB HIGH LEVEL MEETING SAID NECESSARY TO CONFRONT ISRAELI AGGRESSION 
Doha AL-'ARAB in Arabic 29 May 79 p 12 


/Editorial: “Importance of Holding Arab Conference To Confront Zionist 
Aggression Against Lebanon"/ 


/Text/ The isolationist-Zionist intensification in southern Lebanon and the 
enemy's continuous air, land and sea attacks against the Palestinian camps 
indicate that the enemy is preparing for a large-scale Zionist aggression 
against Lebanon. 


The Zionist attacks against Lebanon are taking place at a time when negotiations 
are being held between the Egyptian regime and the Zionist enemy and the 
serious consequences of these negotiations to the Palestinian issue meet 

in their goals with those of the aggression against the Palestinian camps. 


The fundamental goal of the treatyand of the negotiations that it produced-- 
negotiations which lasted a year or more--is to liquidate the Palestinian 
issue politically and to implement the serious conspiratorial plan, i.e. 
self-rule. 


The Zionist air raids and the concentrated Zionist naval shelling of the 
Palestinian camps-~shelling unprecedented in its brutality--come to complement 
the role of the negotiations in liquidating the Palestinian people and killing 
their children before their men. 


Moreover, the statement made 3 days ago by the enemy chief of staff to the 
effect that the aggression against the Palestinians knows no limits and that 
Israel's aim is to destroy the camps and to liquidate the Palestinian people-- 
this statement is enough to indicate the serious nature of the current phase 
and of the future developments. Consequently, this requires a firm and fast 
Arab position to confront the Zionist aggression. 


The required Arab position cannot come from denouncing the aggression but 
from an urgent move at the Arab and international levels. 
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Internationally, the movement should be made at the United Nations, because 
the issue and all its serious developments require mobilizing all the capa- 
bilities, even the capabilities of the friends in the international arena, for 
the adoption of an international resolution to confront the aggression. 


At the Arab level, the responsibility is escalating, and it requires the 
convocation of a high-level Arab conference to take urgent and practical 
steps to protect Lebanon and the Palestinian camps. 


It is not in the interest of the forces that have rejected the Egyptian-Zionist 
treaty to have some objectives of the treaty implemented in Lebanon through 
liquidation of the Palestinian people. Failure to adopt immediate Arab 
decisions to confront the aggression is unacceptable. This is an Arab 
responsibility--a responsibility of all the Arab states. 
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QATAR 


STRONG ARAB EFFORTS SAID REQUIRED TO THWART SELF-RULE PLOT 
Doha AL-"ARAB in Arabic 21 May 79 p 12 
/Editorial: "Treaty Triumvirate and Self-Rule Plot"/ 


/Text/ The actions and the_statements within whose framework the parties to 
the /Egyptian-Israeli peace/ treaty proceed assert that these parties--while 
implementing what was planned at Camp David and what was signed in Washington-- 
are moving within a circle of intricate maneuvers aimed at passing the treaty. 
The Egyptian regime is trying as hard as it can to convince us of the self- 
rule while being aware that this rule--under the shadow of occupation and on 
the basis of the treaty and of the Camp David plans--is nothing but a per- 
petuation of the occupation and of the Zionist usurpation of Arab land. 


We are aware that what the Egyptian regime seeks to achieve from its campaign 
against the Arab states and the PLO is to create the atmosphere for the treaty 
to be passed. However, this regime has not succeeded in drugging the Arab 
world or the masses of the occupied territories. Even though the Egyptian 
regime has been coordinating with the enemy to subject Gaza to self-rule, the 
Gaza masses reject this rule. Perhaps the Egyptian regime is aware that 

even al-Khazandar, who blessed the treaty and congratulated its maker, rejects 
self-rule. This is enough to make the Egyptian regime realize that the 
attempts to create lackey forces that would accept self-rule in the occupied 
territories cannot succeed, because the Palestinian people and their revolution 
know perfectly well how to liquidate such forces. 


As for the enemy leaders, they are moving within the framework of the exposed 
game to complement the Egyptian role. This game has begun to assume ite 
theatrical dimersions through the claims of the Israeli leaders that there 
are differences among them over the issue of self-rule. 


Even though the dimensions and goals of this game are exposed, this game 
still means that the next phase is serious and that the parties to the treaty 
are moving with all their weight to pass the self-rule plot. 


The U.S. role is the role of a wolf disguised as a lamb. 
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While bemoaning human rights, the U.S. administration has become fully exposed. 
For the presidential seat, Carter has sold the rights of the Palestinian man 
to the terrorist who killed hundreds of children and women in Dayr Yasin. The 
tragedy is that the U.S. administration is still talking about self-rule and 
is maneuvering and exerting pressure to pass it. 


The treaty triumvirate, having divided the roles, is now moving within a 
serious role that requires strong Arab efforts to thwart the plot and to 
confront the plotters. 
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QATAR 


OPEC CONSIDERING QATAR'S REQUEST TO STANDARDIZE PRICE OF NATURAL GAS 
Doha AL-'ARAB in Arabic 27 May 7% p 3 
[Interview with Qatar's minister of oil and finance] 


[Text] His highness ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Khalifa Al Thani, Qatar's minister 
of oil and finance, asserted that OPEC is careful to make decisions only 

on the basis of extensive scientific study in order to safeguard the inter- 
ests of both the oil producing and oil consuming countries. The minister 
also said that OPEC has welcomed Qatar's request to set a special price for 
natural gas and that the request is currently under study pending implemen- 
tation. 


In a special interview with the Paris weekly INTERNATIONAL REPORT, his high- 
ness said the price of natural gas fluctuates violently and that it has 
become necessary for OPEC's Economic Committee to standardize its price. 

The unstable current price, he added, is very costly to the economies of the 
gas producing states. 


In a related matter, the minister confirmed Qatar's readiness to support any 
measures that will insure maximum benefit to Arab countries from their oil 
resources, and called for greater reliance on scientific and technical means 
to insure the economic well-being of future generations. 


The minister also expressed his satisfaction with Arab-French cooperation in 
the economic and industrial spheres, and attributed the wholesome development 
to France's political support of the Arab and Palestinian cause. He lauded 
France for its understanding of the Arabs’ need to obtain technical know-how 
and praised the extensive Qatari-French cooperation that exists within the 
political framework established jointly by Qatar's prince and France's presi- 
dent in 1975. 


The text of the minister's interview with INTERNATIONAL REPORT follows. 


[Question] Your highness’ visit to this industrial complex is very signifi- 
cant. Any comments? 
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[Answer] I insisted on coming here, despite a heavy work schedule, because 
this French-Qatari industrial complex is one fruitful outcome of Qatar's oil 
policy, whose goal is to encourage crude oil processing industry and the 
establishment of a petrochemical industry in Qatar. The Dunkirk project, 
which is 40 percent: owned by atar, is a petrochemical complex for processing 
crude oil and gasoline. It produces 150,000 tons of polyethylene annually, 
and its output is expected to reach 450,000 tons annually in a few years. 

The first phase of the complex cost 1.4 billion French francs. 


[Question] There is currently a surplus of polyethylene and ethylene pro- 
duction in Europe. What will be done with the Dunkirk complexes’ surplus 
output? 


[Answer] It is true there is a surplus now, but this will not last very 
long. Consumption in Europe is increasing rapidly, and within the next 2 
years demand will outstrip production. 


[Question] Is Qatar planning similar large projects in other European 
cities? 


[Answer] The Dunkirk complex is an expression of the spirit of cooperation 
that exists between France and the Arab countries in the economic and indus- 
trial spheres. This spirit is a result of France's political position with 
respect to the Arab and the Palestinian cause and its understanding of the 
Arab's need for technical knowledge. When we decided to build a petrocherm- 
ical industry in Qatar, we opted for French cooperation. We are now nearing 
completion of a petrochemical complex in Umm Sa‘id. The facility will pro- 
duce 280,000 tons of ethylene and 140,000 tons of polyethylene annually. 
Actual production will begin in mid 1980. 


[Question] How do you view the call by the Organization of Arab Oil Export- 
ing Countries (OAPEC) for establishing and expanding the petrochemical indus- 
try in the Arab world? 


[Answer] We support all measures that tend to maximize benefit to the Arab 
countries from their oil resources. We also encourage greater reliance on 
the most recent scientific and technical methods in utilizing these resources 
for the benefit of future generations. Qatar took the lead several years ago 
in processing crude oil and natural gas. 


[Question] Is the Umm Sa'id complex similar to the Dunkirk project? 


[Answer] The Umm Sa‘id project differs not only with respect to the volume 
of production, but in that it will use a different raw material. The Umm 
Sa'id complex will process the natural gas that is presently being burned. 
The Dunkirk complex will utilize crude oil and gasoline. Qatar's prince is 
extremely careful to use our natural gas resources constructively, and he is 
giving much attention to this matter. 
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{Question} It is rumored that your suggestion to standardize the price of 
natural gas has not received OPEC's full support. 


[Answer] OPEC is still studying Qatar's request. As you know, natural gas 
prices have been fluctuating violently in a manner that is harmful to the 
producing states. It is necessary that OPEC, through its Economic Committee, 
set a fixed price for natural gas. 


{Question} But it is reported that OPEC does not favor Qatar's proposal. 


[Answer] This rumor is not true. OPEC has welcomed the proposal and 
believes it must receive careful study before measures are taken to imple- 
ment it. This requires some time, especially since OPEC is careful to base 
its decisions on scientific study to insure that its actions are beneficial 
to both producers and consumers. 


[Question] Ise Qatar considering other natural gas projects, and will France 
participate in them? 


[Answer] We are studying the possibility of a second Dunkirk complex. 
Scientists and technicians of the Ministry of France and Petroleum and of 
the Petroleum Institute are studying the proposal carefully to determine 
its potential benefit and economic feasibility. 


[Question] Is Qatari-French cooperation limited to the oil processing 
field? 


[Answer] Cooperation between the two countries is much more extensive and 
includes other areas that fall within the political framework established 
jointly in 1975 by his highness the prince of Qatar and President Giscard 
d'Estaing of France. This cooperation, which extends to Commerce, industry 
and education, has made significant progress. 


[Question] What about cooperation in the area of exchanging technical 
knowledge? 


[Answer] Qatar fully realizes that future progress depends on gaining 
technical knowledge and skill. It is no secret that a number of Qatari 
young men are in France specializing in all branches of the petrochemical 
and oil related industries. Another large nw.ber of students is special- 
izing in electronics and other fields. Our most important goal is to have 
a technologically trained generation of youth capable of contributing to 
Qatar's progress. 
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QATAR 


FUNCTION OF ISLAMIC BANKS, FINANCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS OUTLINED 
Doha AL~"ARAB in Arabic 30 May 79 p 3 


[Taterview with Prince Muhammad al-Faysal, chairman of the International 
Federation of Islamic Banks, by Ismail Abu Hamdah; “Foundation of First 
Islamic Financial Establishment in State of Qatar” 


[Text/ His Highness Prince Muhammad al-Faysal, chairman of the International 
Federation of Islamic Banks and of the Board of Directors of the Islamic 
Investment Company, and his delegation left Doha yesterday for Sharjah after 
a short visit to the country during which the prince met with His Highness 
Shaykh Khalifah ibn Hamad Al Thani, the country's amir; His Excellency 
Shaykh Khalid ibn Hamad Al Thani, the minister of interior, and a number of 
the state high-ranking officials. 


Before His Highness Prince Muhammad al-Faysal left Doha, AL~‘ARAB conducted 
with him this interview in which he explains the importance of the Islamic 
banks and of the Islamic financial establishments in achieving economic and 
social integration in the Islamic world. 


/Question/ What is the impact of the Islamic Investment Company on the Islamic 
nation, and what are the economic and social dimensions of this impact? 


lAnswer/ The financial shares /al-sukuk al-maliyah/ that the company offers 
the Muslim masses of the Islamic nation are the first money paper on which 
the Muslims have agreed to achieve economic and social integration, in add- 
ition to carrying out the orders of God, may He be praised, in the venerable 
Koran prohibiting us from dealing in usury and urging us to channel money for 
what is in the interest of the nation and of the individual. 


This great objective has also been taken into consideration in the silent 
partnership bonds. The economic goals of every kind of bonds have been 

made clear, and the duration of each bond has been determined so as to make 
it compatible with the type of investment involved. The first silent partner- 
ship is for 1 year, and the second is for 3 years, at the end of which the 
profits are paid. 
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The second Islamic silent partnership came as a legal structure independent 
of the first silent partnership and is being now offered for subscription in 
12 Islamic countries. ‘this partnership is for 5 years and the profits are 
paid annually. 


This will be followed, God willing, by agricultural, industrial and consolidated 
partnerships among the Muslims to strengthen the goals that we have mentioned. 
Add to this the fact that the bonds are the property of their owner, i.e. 

they can be sold and purchased perso:. .=—=Ss§- son, depending on the results 

that are published in the papers every 3 months. 


The first partnership yields profit, God be thanked, in the first 5 months 
of works It participated in 80 deals involving the purchase and sale of 
commodities and international banking operations. 


A Muslim's participation in the Islamic silent partnerships will bring hia 
good in this world and in the hereafter, God willing, because the Muslia will 
thus achieve an Islamic goal, an economic goal and a social goal serving his 
and the Islamic nation. 


/Question/ We asked His Highness Prince Muhammad al-Faysal about the importance 
of the Qatar Islamic Financial Establishment whose foundation has been approved, 
about the reason for choosinr, the Islamic financial establishments with their 
new system and about the connection between the Islamic Investment Company 

and Islamic financia) establishments and building the modern Islamic ¢cmony. 


jAnswer/ The first step in the call for developing the Islamic economy came 
at the Islamic summit conference in Lahore and was followed by the foundation 
of the Islamic Development Bank in Jiddah, which got the Islamic states 
together as governments. This was followed by the establishment of the first, 
and pioneer, generation of Islamic banks in numerous Islanic countries. 


The experiment has, God be thanked, succeeded. A recommendation was adopted 
in the latest Islamic conference held in Fez urging the Islamic states to 
set up Islamic financial establishments and calling for cooperation between 
these establishments on the one hand and the Islamic Development Bank and the 
Islamic Investment Company on the other hand, so that this cooperation and 
these relations may lead to spreading the Islamic economy in the Islamic 
nation. 


Concerning the obstacles facing implementation, His Highness Prince Muhammad 
al-Faysal said: 


Some obstacles faced implementation in the first generation of Islamic banks. 
These obstacles can be summed up in the following: 


l. Technical difficulties in the systems and means of concluding transactions. 
These difficulties were overcome, God be thanked, through on-the-spot experience 
and through detailed studies. 





2. Some investment difficulties, especially in regard to short-term investments. 
These were overcome through the Islamic Investment Company, as already pointed 
out. 


3. Some difficulties concerning individual and collective behavior on the 
part of some strugglers for the Islamic economy, including some capitalist 
aspects in the attempts of some people to control the course of the banks 
because they owned the money with which certain banks were founded. This 
led to complicating the problems of technical administraticn--complications 
resulting from the individual attempts to control the course of the banks. 





God has given us success in formulating an ideal model through which the 
aforementioned problems were completely overcome and which will constitute 
a nucleus for the second generatior of the Islamic financial establishments 
that will work to serve the Musliv masses who own such establishments. 


This is what is new. These establishments, which we have called the Islamic 
financial establishments, are set up through a silent partnership that brings 
together the silent partners as founders. In their constituent charter, 
these partners pledge to apply the wise Islamic ethics. On the other hand, 
these Islamic establishments bring together the Muslim masses as an active 
capital owner in the establishment through the bonds that they are offered 
and which make them the real owners of such an establishment. 





In addition to this, the financial establishment's system of transaction has 
been codified, God be thanked, and has become Islamic in its legal structure 
and in all its financial transactions. This system has become Islamic in an 
acceptable manner and has become fully compatible with the bases of Islan. 


Noble Shari'a 


In view of the role of the Amir of Qatar as a pioneer whose support and 
struggle for the modern Islamic call will be recorded by history, and in view 
of the enthusiasm and struggle of the brother Muslims in Qatar--enthusiasm 
and struggle that have become evident to all--we have decided to set up 

the first Islamic financial establishment in the State of Qatar so that it 
may act as an ideal model and as the first brick in the second generation 

of Islamic establishments which will spread, God willing, in more than 

15 Islamic countries where these financial establishments will emerge strong 
and cohesive at both the local and international levels to serve the good of 
the nation. 


[Question/ How, in your highness’ opinion, is the movement of the Islamic 
economy developing at present, especially in the wake of the Islamic revolution 
in Iran and of the Islamic tranformation being implemented in Pakistan? 


/Answer/ The support of the Islamic peoples for all aspects of the Islamic 
awakeuing has restored vitality to all aspects of Islam. This has led to 
crystallizing this awakening in various movements in all parts of the Islamic 
nation--movements that have been affected by the nature of conditions in each 
area. These movements have emerged to the world in various forms whose sole 
aim is Islan. 
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Then came the implementation in the field, and it has taken various forms. 
Some states decided to give their peoples the freedom of thinking and of 
transactions and these peoples laid down Islamic foundations through which 
the banks, the investment companies and the financial establishments were 
founded. Work started at the level of the popular base and proceeded to meet 
with the work carried out by the governments to change their economic system 
completely and to make it compatible with the Islamic economy. 


Meanwhile, other states suppressed the popular reaction and prevented their 
people from implementing their Islam. This suppression and prohibition became 
the main motive for popular revolutions and for coups d'etat after which 
leadership was assumed by men who believe in God, in Islam and in its dictates. 
These leaderships moved to full transformation toward the Islamic economy and 
toward implementing the Islamic Shari'a. In this case, the experiment started 
rt the top of the pyramid and moved downward to meet with the broad popular 
base. Many contacts have in fact been made among these governments and Islamic 
establishments to exchange expertise. As a result, a branch of the International 
Federation of Islamic Banks has been set up in Pakistan and the Islamic Company 
for Pakistani Investment has come into existence. 


There will be other steps with which the Muslims will, God willing, be pleased 
and happy next year. These steps are intended for gathering momentum to engage 
in complete work at the level of the Islamic nation. 


There is another point that I would like to add, namely that implementation 

at the level of governments does not seek commercial profits but rather seeks 
to spread the system at the outset. This is a sound starting point that can 
be accepted by the rich countries or the countries with currency liquidity. 
The other starting point, and it is a sound point also, is the point of imple- 
mentation through the masses. This approach seeks commercial ;rofits in order 
to attract the Muslims to develop and enlarge their sources of living, sources 
with which they are trusted as custodians in this life. 


/Question/ How can the Muslim, whatever his position, participate in supporting 
and bolstering this modern economic Islamic awakening? 


/Answer/ Islam imposes the Islamic ethics on every Muslim, and every Muslim 
knows these ethics quite well. They are headed by the instruction of God, 


may He be praised, to steer clear of usury and to deal with the good things 
permitted by God. 


We appeal to every Muslim who applies Islam in his life to participate in and 
support this work. We are not seeking large sums of money but we are seeking 
large numbers of men, each of whom participates with a small sum of money 

in this Islamic action. 


The Muslims are large in numbers and if each of them subscribes to one bond, 
the Islamic economy would stand as a giant facing the modern challenges and 
contributing toward building security and reassurance for us and for our 
children. If the Muslims particpate in this action, then each of us will be 
able to stand on the day of accounting to show what he did to build his modern 
Islamic nation. 
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This is why we have set the value of a single bond at 100 dollars, which is 
a small sum. We have done this, brother Muslim, because we want your support 
and backing. Whoever purchases a bond performs an Islamic deed that will 
bring him profit in this world and in the hereafter. 


This is what is required, and the field is open in the second Islamic partnership 
until the 5th of the coming month of June. 


God is the giver of success. 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENT--His Highness Shaykh Khalifah ibn Hamad Al Thani, 


the country's amir, has issued decree No 16 of 1979 appointing His Excellency 
"Ali Husayn Miftah ambassador extraordinary accredited to the Republic of 
Iraq. /Text/ /Doha AL-"URUBAH in Arabic 31 May 79 p 6/ 8494 


csc: 4802 
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OPPRESSION SEEN GROWING IN WAKE OF IRANIAN EVENTS 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic 4 Jun 79 pp 36-37 


[Article from the “Arab Affairs" section of the newspaper, by Hamd Zaydan: 
"The Economic and Political Situation in Seudi Arabie and the Effect of the 
Iranian Revolution" } 


[Text] At the present stage of the development of events in the area, all 
eyes are turned on Saudi Arabia. The fall of the imperial regime in Iran is 
considered to be a primary link in the chain of changes which is sweeping avay 
the reactionary camp in the Arab World, and to be a logical sequence to the 
defeats suffered by international imperialism, starting vith Vietnam and 
passing over to Afghanistan and Ethiopia, and including the revolutionary 
achievements which are taking place and being carried out in Democratic Yemen. 
Due to factors hidden in the bitter conflict between the two international 
systems, socialism and capitalism--and judging by whet is noticeable and 
evident about the disappearance and eclipse of imperialism's decisive role 

in world events--the reflections of this picture have begun to be very 
tangible to whoever follows the changes which are taking place here and 
there, in favor of the forces of liberation, peace, and democracy. The 

thing that is obvious with regard to this bitter conflict is the stumbling 
around in the imperialist countries'policies in their method of dealing with 
various nations, and the breakdown of this course of action which runs 
counter to the aspirations of the oppressed nations. This represents 
irrefutable indications and proof of the sharp crises which the capitalist 
system is going through, including in the field of foreign policy. 


There is no doubt that the events in Iran have given brilliant evidence of 
the effect of the policies of international imperialism, especially American 
imperialism, in terms of its lack of ability to survive and its domination 
being forever condemned--and evidence that the will of the peoples of the 
world to have freedom, independence, and democracy must, in the end, 
inevitably be victorious. Here we have American interests being smashed 
and buried, and thus one of the props of imperialism is collapsing just like 
the pillars of the Bastille Prisor collapsed. 


Will the course of events proceed to overtake the other ally of imperialisn, 
the Saudi Kingdom, like what happened on the eastern shore of the Persian 
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high cost of basic goods, rent, transportation, end the like. This confirms 
the fact that the situation is deteriorating for the masses of people. To 
this one can add the lack of satisfactian of the middle and even the vealthy 
classes vith the comtry'‘s bitter reality, preponderant backwardness, the 
spiritual and cultural impoverishment of its society, and its absence of 
recreation establishments even for these classes. This, in brief, is some 
of what characterizes the economic aspect of the nation's policy and creates 
a fertile background for particular developments in the area of strengthening 
domestic opposition. 


Secondly, the political factor. Perhaps the lack of democratic freedoms 

is the most important feature that distinguishes political life in Saudi 
Arabia, and it puts it in a small category of the world's countries, the 

most prominent of which constitute the dictatorships and fascist countries. 
Citizens are deprived of even the most basic democratic freedoms, and it is 
sufficient to say that Saudi Arabia has a shameless attitude toward the 
international document concerning human rights. Not only did it not sig 

it, it is also continuing to attack it, claiming that the document contradicts 
Islamic le. 


It could be that among the nations of the vorld it is only Saudi Arabia that 
absolutely forbids the freedom to form political parties--even religious 
factions, not to mention other types of factions. 


Saudi Arabia has no freedom of speech or of the press, and there is no freedom 
to form political and labor organizations. And as for women, in addition to 
the social and political oppression which they suffer from, they ere not 
allowed to participate in the productive life of the country. These are 
measures which the Saudi rulers see not only as natural, but which they believe 
to be unavoidable, in order to prevent a popular movement which vould ain 

at changing a painful, abnormal reality. 


Third, the organs of repression. Constant changes are occurring on the level 
of the political system. If we keep in mind that a political system is a 
complex of paths and means which guarantee the exercise of political 
authority--and includes the state organs and institutions required for this 
purpose--then one sees that in Saudi Arebia the development of the organs 

of repression are considered to be a vital matter to the Saudi state in order 
to establish order and provide stability, from the point of view of the ruling 
circles themselves. In addition to the existence of the traditional organs 
necessary for every state, such as the army, which can also be used to counter 
domestic uprisings, Saudi Arabia also has the National Guard, which vas 
basically established in order to deal with any movement inside the Arny 

which would be in opposition to the government. And even today some of its 
units are stationed near the oil wells and petroleum areas in order to guard 
them. In addition to this, Saudi Arabia has the organization called "The 
Committee for the Encouragement of Morality and the Suppression of Vice" 

which plays a dirty role in spreading fear and violating the sanctity of the 
individual. The men in this organization wander through the streets and, by 
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Gulf? At first glance one could think that this is certainly possible. 

And this is not unlikely, especially since the basic factors that caused 

the situation in Iran to explode exist in Saudi Arabia too, with all their 
features. Maybe some characteristics of the situation are worse in Saudi 
Arabia than they vere in Iran. We kmow that the factors which were the objective 
basis for the people's movement in Iran vere: 


1. The economic factor. This includes tying the national economy to the 
wheel of imperialism, the domination of foreign monopoligs over the riches of 
the country, the decline of the living conditions of the masses, inflation and 
all its accompanying high prices, the high cost of housing and transportation, 
the widening gap between the impoverished masses and the wealthy elite, 
economic waste, etc. 


2. The political factor, that is, political oppression and the absence of 
democratic freedoms. 


3. The existence of organs of repression such as the SAVAK. These fundamentals 
in domestic and foreign policy determine the daily course of action for the 
Saudi rulers and the important elements of the policies which they follow 

and which run counter to the interests of the Saudi people. Let us take each 
factor and try to apply it to Saudi Arabia in order to make a comparison, in 
simplified form, of the situations in Iran and in Saudi Arabia. 


First, the economic factor. The distinguishing characteristic of Saudi Arabia's 
national economy is the fact that it is totally tied to a capitalist economy, 
and as a result of this, Saudi society is a purely consumer society and a 
huge market for what the capitalist world produces. Because of this we see 
the clear manifestation in it of all the stifling crises that a capitalist 
economy suffers from, such as inflation, excessively high cost of living, 
and anarchy in distribution and consumption. And the five-year plans that 
have been praised to the skies represent nothing more than propagandistic 
nonsense, and are far from being carried out. This is because there exist 
no national requirements and needs for this economic planning, and there is 
no heed paid to the interests of the people, and no seriousness involved. 


Also there does not exist the form of ownership necessary for the success of 
economic planning, and the economic crises are becoming more serious every 
day because of the economy's distorted development and because the petroleum, 
the basic source of the country's budget, is being useca up. 


In spite of the huge revenues and profits from petroleum, one can still say 
that the gap between the masses and the parasitic upper classes is getting 
wider every day. Because of this the people's movement to demand their 
rights is growing and there is more discontent about the status quo on the 
part of various classes of working people, starting with the laborers and 
employees and ending with the lower-echelon educated people. 


It is worth noting, in this regard, that the core of the conversations of 
the lower-echelon people in society has mostly come to revolve around the 
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using their clubs and coercion, drag people to the mosques and close their 
shops. They also punish anyone whose hair is long enough to be grabbed by 
the hand, and do other such actions which could be talked about at length. 
All of these practices apply only to the common masses of people, and they 
are lavs which are in effect in the bazaar areas of the cammon people and 
the places where the poor people live. The intelligence and investigation 
agencies also occupy a prominent place among the remaining links in the 
structure of the state. They are charged with muzzling people's mouths, 
killing free speech, getting census information, and violating the sanctity 
of the home and of the individual. There are other agencies which have the 
same role, although they act under other auspices, such as the Emergency 
Police and even the Traffic Police. 


This perhaps superficial look at the mysteries of society in Saudi Arabia 
proves to us its similarity in objective conditions, though on a general 
plane and not in considerations of detail, to the Iran of the shah. Of 
course, there are great and radical differences between Iranian society and 
Saudi society, in many aspects. But the situation in Saudi Arabia will 
definitely witness changes if this path continues to be pursued on this 
level. This can be seen to be true if we also take into consideration the 
contradiction which is deepening and intensifying between the two structures-- 
the superstructure and the substructure. While the bourgeois circle of 
relationships in society is expanding and while these relationships are 
beginning to infiltrate every aspect of the country's life, and as these 
relationships are becoming decisive, “but I am not saying that they are 
predominant," in the economic life and vital arteries of the country, the 
superstructure of government agencies and lavs mostly are remaining decayed 
and ideologically feudalistic in form and content. This clear contradiction 
will have to be solved and the new certainly will triumph over the old 

in a bitter struggle. But there remains the important question—how will 
the solution come? The most important question is, will the solution come 
from above or from below? That is, will it be by means of reform from above, 
and even that route would see considerable conflict, or will it be the 
people that undertake to do this, represented by their patriotic forces? 





As far as the conflicts between the branches of the ruling family are concerned, 
it is no secret that the branch of ‘Abdullah ibn. ‘Abd .al-Asiz, chief 

of the National Guard and the second deputy of the chief of the Council of 
Ministers, represents the branch that is being strengthened by the turn of 
events. ‘Abdullah is not alone in his conflict with Pahd's branch of the 
family. He is supported by the Sa'd clan and the group of Talal ibn ‘Abd 
al-'Aziz, “formerly the Free Princes,"who, in the days of King Sa'ud, had 
bourgeois, reformist demands and aspirations such as the enaction of a 
constitution for the country and the formation of a representative body and other 
such demands of modernization for Saudi society. This branch is raising the 
issues of the necessity of industrializing the country, not relying on 
petroleum as the only and basic source of financing the state, of diversifying 
the country's economic and military relations, and not restricting them to the 
United States. There is also another family branch which is against Fahd, 
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and that is King Khalid's branch. Although King Khalid has no role to 
speak of in the country's political life except receiving, saying ferevell 
to, and socializing with, tribal chiefs and theologians, and accompanying 
his guests, the shaykhs of the neighboring states, to the desert to engage 
in the sport of hunting—nevertheless his survival is an indication of the 
Status and veight of the sons of the assassinated King Faisal and the sons 
of the dethroned King Sa‘ud. But the branch of Fahd and his six brothers, 
“whose mother is Hassa, daughter of Ahmad al-Sudayri,"is not a weak branch. 
This branch is supported by the merchants, the property-owning bourgeoisie, 
and the Americans. All of this gives us a clear picture about who there is 
that would undertake the changes and what the motives for this would be if 
this should happen. Also, the events in Iran have revealed the extent of 
American imperialism's inability to preserve the regimes that protect its 
interests and execute its plans. And this is not too far from being another 
point of dispute, added to all the previous disputes between the various 
branches of the ruling regime. This great similarity between the situation 
in Iran and the one in Saudi Arabia does not mean that a change will take 
place overnight. The degree of interaction, choice of events, and ripening 
of conditions all differ, in addition to the existence of differences such 
as population density, the nature of the religious movement, and political 
awareness. And I believe that there is no need to enter into the maze of 
these details, though they are important. Also, the imperialists will take 
into account the experience of Iran and try to prevent it from happening in 
the rest of the area, just as is the case with Cuba in Latin America. 


At the present time Saudi Arabia is passing through s critical stage which is 
witnessing the interaction of sharp contradictions that will doubtless lead 
to a deeper crystalization of the situation. On the ome hand there are 
conflicts taking place inside the ruling family which could explode any time, 
and this would lead to choosing the path of abrupt changes. On the other 
hand there are the splits taking. place inside Saudi society. lately new 
developments have occurred on the level of domestic opposition. The activity 
of the political movement has escalated and the activities of the religious 
movement have surfaced and broadened their field, especially among the ranks 
of the Shia sect, the members of which live in very bad conditions under 

the sovereignty of a sectarian system of rule. This sect has been inspired 
by the democratic revolution of the people of Iran. But the opposition 
movement among religiovs groups is not confined to the Shiites. It has gone 
beyond the limits that have been taken for granted and includes even Sunni 
groups. This represents a serious danger to the Wahhabi oil kingdom, and 
the arrests that took place a short time ago amongthe ranks of the Sunnis has 
served as an indicator which makes both the Kingdom of Silence and the 
Senators of the American Congress uneasy. Moreover, we should take into 
consideration the prominent role played by the other national parties, 
especially the communists, whose struggle is characterized by self-sacrifice, 
firmness, and long experience which stretches over a quarter of a century. 


There is also a question which is worth dealing with and which has begun to 
occupy a certain scope in both the local Arab and the international press. 
It is the phenomenon of infiltration of arms into Saudi Arabia. The truth of 





this fact cannot be doubted, although attributing other wider dimensions to 
this fact would be merely a matter of interpretations. The truth of the 
matter is that the inhabitants of this country— which is experiencing an 
upheaval due to the contradictions of the present bourgeois type of develop- 
ment—are living in a state of constant instability. And literature of the 
Communist Party in Saudi Arabia has confirmed that the gap between the broad 
masses of people and the upper classes of society is growing wider every day. 
The poor are getting poorer, and the rich are getting richer. The ones who 
are in the middle classes either become members of the privileged rich 
classes, or they become part of the poorer classes, and how many of thes 
there are! Thus Saudi society is witnessing an ever more profound process 
of sorting out the social classes. And this process, which is occurring at 
@ relatively fast pace, is being accompanied by all manner of negative, evil 
phenomena. This is especially true if we add to this the rotten policy of 
the government. In Saudi Arabia crime in all its forms is spreading, such 
that everyone has a feeling of instability and fear. On the long highways 
and roads there are more and more crimes of mass murder, not to sention the 
usual crimes of murder, robbery, and the appearance @f bandits. Suffice it 
to say that not a week goes by without the execution of someone, near the 
Mosque of Riyadh after Friday prayer, as retribution for a crime of murder 
that he has committed against others. Consequently everybody feels that 

the government is wable to protect its citizens, and preventive measures must 
be taken against the criminals and murderers. As a result, dealing in light 
weapons has become a profitable business under these conditions. The benefits 
of undertaking to acquire veapons are almost like those of dealing in alcoholic 
beverages, in terms of the huge profits gained. For example, a bottle of 
liquor that costs 10 liras in Lebanon will go for 150, 200, or 250 riyals 

in Saudi Arabia, depending on the supply, demand, and opportunities. Keep 
in mind that people in high places in the government are behind the liquor 
smuggling operations, and from them the liquour goes to the middlemen, and 
from them it reaches the consumer who buys it for this exhorbitant price. 


As a reply to the veapons smuggling operations, the organs of authority are 
undertaking large-scale search operations, looking for weapons, and doing 
this under the pretext of looking for criminals. Also, as a result of this, 
they have reinforced the guard posts in the petroleum areas and especially 

in places where there are Americans. Responsible authorities have informatian 
which confirms the fact that a number of trucks, loaded with weapons, have 
entered Saudi Arabia by illegal means. Sometimes the authorities have managed 
to stop the trucks, coming from Lebanon, at the Jordanian border, and they 
have also done this at the border with Qatar. This represents an element 

of fear for the ruling authorities. 


This then is the background situation for this phenamenon, which may very vell 
take a new turn later, and this is not unlikely under the regime of the 
kingdom of wealthy princes, These then are the facts about some of the basic 
matters in the Saudi Arabian state. And keeping in mind what has been 
mentioned above, is it possible to say that a change will happen there, after 
what has happened in Iran? It is a confirmed fact that those vho are in 
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charge of guiding the ship of state these days are violently afraid of having 
their necks cut off, as punishment by their ow people, just like what is 
ha»pening in Iran today. The wheel of history always turns vithout stopping, 
and the hands of « clock never go backward. 
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GOVERNMENT CRITICIZED FOR SOFTEAING TONE AGAINST SADAT 
Beirut AL-HURRIYAH in Arebic 4 Jum 79 p 35 


[Article from the “Arab Affairs” section of the newspaper: "Has Saudi Arebie 
Begun To Back Off From the Baghdad Resolutions?" ] 


(Text) Will the Saudi attitude toward Sadat wndergo any change in the 
direction of a reconciliation between them in the days ahead? Is Saudi Arabia 
beginning to back off from the Baghdad resolutions? And whet new factors have 


suddenly begun to affect Saudi Arabia's policy? 


These vere the questians being discussed by informed Arab sources during the 
past 2 weeks, especially after being provided with information and evidence, the 
most prominent of which is: Saudi news media have begun to soften their 
critical tone toward the Egyptian government and the Egyptian-Isreeli treaty, 
to the extent that last week the Saudi newspapers began to lean toward « neutral 
presentation of news about Sadat and his talks in Be'er Shera. These nevspapers 
are avoiding any of the sharp criticism of him that they engaged in previously. 


Knowledgeable parties make a connection between this and the declaration made 
by Sadat 2 weeks ago that he had issued instructions to the Egyptian presse to 
stop attecking Saudi Arabia and the other oil-producing states. 


Thre information says that « deal has been made, through American mediation, to 
at least stop the media war between Saudi Arabia and Egypt. This is am the 
condition that there be a probation period between Riyadh and Cairo during which 
Saudi Arabia will maintain its position of “opposition” to the treaty, but will 
not attack the Egyptian government and its president! 


Observers believe that this American endeavor, which resulted partly in 
pacifying the Seudis'attitude, during the next stage will aim at eliminating 
the heated atmosphere which was characteristic of the relations between Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia, especially efter the Baghdad summit meeting. 


The thing that confirms this information is the inconsistency in statements 
made by Saudi leaders about their financing of the deal in which Egypt will 

get the American F-5 planes. Some of them, in the beginning and right after the 
Arad foreign ministers'conference in Baghdad, took refuge in giving the 
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assurance that Seudi Arabia would pay the cost of these planes in spite of 
the Arab boycott of Egypt. But the unleashing of the Egyptian media campaign, 
led by Sadat personally, against Seudi Arabia and the countries on the Persian 
Gulf, led same prominent members of the Saudi royal family to state that the 
boycott also includes the financing of the airplane deal. However, a week 
ago Saudi sources again assured that the financing of the deal would be paid, 
under the pretext that half of the amount—more than 500 million dollarse— 


had already been paid previously, and that Saudi Arabia consequently is forced 
to pay the remainder. 


As is obvious, it is difficult to judge between this information and the news 
passed on by informed Arab circles about the conflicts within the Saudi ruling 
family. These sources say that Prince ‘Abdullah has started to strengthen his 
positions and that the National Guard, of which he is the head, has become the 
dominant force inside Riyadh and the other cities after the Saudi Aray units, 
led by Prince Sultan, were removed to remote areas. There is also talk about 
the intensification of the struggle concerning who will succeed King Khalid, 
end about the possibility that after him the reins of power vill be held by «a 
prince other than Prince Fahd, the present heir to the throne. The information 
singles out Prince Sa‘ud al-Paisal, the foreign minister, as the future king. 
He has the support of Prince ‘Abdullah, and he is trying to be the “compromise 
solution” between the feuding branches of the family. It is known fact that 
Prince Sa‘ud al-Faisal, during the Baghdad Conference, was the one vho was most 
insistent on alleviating the sactions against Sadat, and asserted his avn position 
which was that of rejecting the economic and political boycott of Exypt. 

Other information says that the return of Prince Pahd to Saudi Arabia, after 

a long “vacation,” came after the arrival at an agreement to quiet down the 
internal dispute concerning inheriting the throne, but that thie does not 

mean that the dispute has ended. But informed circles caution against 
considering these ongoing conflicts to be a dispute between two paths in 

Saudi Arabia's policy toward the United States and Sadat. OG the contrary, 
any disputes vhich have occurred vithin the royal family, concerning regional 
issues and the latest developments before and after the treaty, vere restricted 
to e discussion about how to adapt to the new conditions which have arisen, 
particularly after Iran's revolution, Sadat's signing of an open unilateral 
peace treaty with Israel, and the impossibility of defending American policy 
in the area by using the old means that Saudi Arabia used to use before the 
treaty. Despite the existence of some disparity in the positions taken 

by the royal family's princes concerning these issues, this disparity was 

not so much the reason behind the family dispute over who is to inherit the 
throne. It was more like something which got mixed up with it lately, 
especially after Camp David and the treaty. 


There remains the big question: When will Saudi Arabia take a major step 
toward backing off from the Baghdad resolutions? Informed people assure us 
of the difficulty of a move like this on the part of the Saudi leadership 
under present circumstances, especially in view of Sadat's continuation of his 
policy toward Israel and his rapid endeavor to normalize relations with 

Israel even before the deadline set by the agreements between them. fHovever, 
the quieting down of the media battle between Cairo and Riyadh is the first 
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step that Saudi Arabia has prepared to undertake, for « future period which 
may last several months, while ewaiting the course of events in the ares 
which may help ber to undertake more extensive uctia. 


There remains the confirmation of the fact that what informed circles are 
passing on to us, concerning « similar quieting down in the Jordanian position, 
especially after “Abd al-amid Sharaf's wisit to Washington, points in turn 
to a resemblance in the positions of Saudi Arebia and Jordan. It even shows 
that the tactics of the United States, under present circumstances, are eining 
at “teking the wind out” of the sails of Arab opposition, via the two gates of 
Ammen and Riyadh. 


The pesponsibility was and still is on the shoulders of the patriotic 
organizations, without whose independent initiative to close their ranks and 
put pressure on the reactionary organizations there can be no guarantee to 
continue to adhere to the resolutions passed by the Baghdad summit conference 
and the foreign ministers. But following in the footsteps of Saudi Arabia vill 
only lead to the decline of Saudi Arabia according to American tactics) 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


DIFFERENCES STILL SEEN WITHIN RULING FAMILY 
Beirut AL-NIDA' Al-USBU' I in Arabic 27 May 79 p 1 


[Editorial by the Diplomatic Editor of Al-NIDA' Al-USBU' I "What Is Happening 
in Saudi Arabiat Does the Conference of the Royal Family Harbor Conflicts? 
The Conspiracy Against Yemeni Unity is Escalating") 


[Text] What is happening in Saudi Arabia? For some time now there has been 
talk that something or other is happening in Saudi Arabia. And some of the 
nevs media in the Persian Gulf have said recently that the royal family soon 
will hold a conference in order to discuss matters and straighten the situation 
out after the aggravation of internal affairs between the branches of the 
family and between the family and the rest of the nation's individuals. 


The leaders of the royal family are basing their appeal for internal peace 
on an old speech, considered to be like a legacy, uttered by "Abd al-'Azis 
Al Sa‘ud on his deathbed, and in it he said: 


“If you want your rule to continue and your regime to last, then you must 
@ two things. First, you must keep the family united and prevent any 


disputes among yourselves, and secondly, you must prevent the rise of a 
united Yemeni state.” 


Since that time all the way up till last year no one has ever talked about 
a dispute within the family. And the policy toward Yemen has always been 
against the unity of that country, keeping it torn apart, and th 

the Saudi rulers paying millions of riyals to ‘ome of the Yemeni chieftains 
to incite them against their regime's authority, first of el) in order to 
weaken it, and secondly, in order to guarantee their domination of the 
situation and to prevent any steps being taken toward the establishment of « 
united Yemen. 


Clashes 


In spite of all of that, recently sources close to the kingdom's ruling 
circles have informed us that conflicts between the princes have emerged loud 
and clear, that some of them are now trying to effect cabinet changes, and 
that the present Foreign Minister Sa'ud al#Paisal might be among the most 
prominent of those likely to lose their cabinet positions. 
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The conflicts are taking place within the framework of a dispute which has 
existed for some time between Prince ‘Abdullah, the commander of the National 
Guard--who is supported by Prince Turki--and Prince Sultan, the commander 


of the Regular Army. 


Each of these two men is striving to impose his authority on the centers of 
power. As a result of this, clashes occurrred in the middle of last April 
between units of the Army and the National Guard. The most violent of these 
clashes was the one which happened near the King's Palace in Riyadh. An 
exchange of fire between soldiers of the King's Guard and soldiers belonging 
to the security forces and the National Guard left 16 dead and about 30 
wounded. This led Prince *Abdullah to strengbhken the role of the National 
Guard and to concentrate its soldiers around the entrances to the city and its 
key points, while the Army forces are outside the capital city in their 
positions and along the borders. 


A New Movement is Stirring 


These conflicts have continued, and not stopped, in spite of talk about a 
conference for the whole family. What assures their continuation is the fact 
that a group of princes, presently outside the country and opposed to the old 
methods of rule inside the kingdom, are now moving and striving to put pressure 
on the regime. In this matter they are supported by enlightened public 

opinion inside the country, especially by students and some of the liberal 
elements in the family which have been influenced by modern civilization and 
refuse to keep the doors in the cowtry shut. 


The Conspiracy Against Yemeni Unity 


People who support keeping the status quo feel that escalating the conspiracy 
against Yemeni wnity will keep the family busy and cause it to become 
interested in that situstion, and that this will automatically quiet down the 
internal disputes. And it has been noticed recently that, along with the 
movement and activity of the Committees for Yemeni Unity, there have appeared 
some trends which are striving to impose themselves on the Yemeni people. 
While Saudi Arabia has begun to call up special troops for the Sana regime, 
consisting of men from the tribes, to take the place of the existing arny, 
cepricious forces are trying to eliminate Lt Col ‘Ali ‘Abdullah Salih and his 
reins of power by means of a military coup. These forces, in turn, are 
cooperating with Saudi Arabia, which no longer wishes to have the present 
Yemeni president continue in office after his signing of the wity agreement 
with Southern Yemen at the summit meeting in Kuwait. In this regard, 
dangerous elements have once again come to life after they had been eliminated 
from the government--such as al-Asnaj. These movements have had noticeable 
success in imposing the existence of an advisory council, representing then, 
which surrounds the president of North Yemen. Sources inform us that the 
most important task of this council is to wreck the dialogue between the two 
presidents of the two halves of Yemen, to wreck the work of the joint committees, 
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and to prepare for a new war after sweeping aside President ‘Ali ‘Abdullah 
Salih and consequently putting an end to the Kuwait summit declaration. 


President ‘ALi ‘Abdullah Salih realizes the dangers that await him, and 
recently in his visit to Riyadh he tried to give the Saudis assurances of the 
firmness of the relationship which binds him to them and that these ties will 
continue. But it does not appear that he had any particular success, and the 
real reason for the visit was to discuss the consequences of the Saudi attack 
on North Yemen, in the Sa'da district, where Saudi forces control a 60- 
kilometers area of the Wa'ila area which belongs to the Bakil tribes in Sa‘ da. 
What the president of North Yemen fears is that these forces will stay, as 
they did previously, since the Saudi Army has had in mind to seize and control 
large portions of Yemeni lands. 


In any case, the situation in Saudi Arabia is stirring. The situation in North 
Yemen, throughout the past years, has never known peace. What then, ve 

wonder, does the future harbor for that area of the world, and what will 

happen in ‘Abd al-'Aziz's kingdom?‘ 
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SUDAN 


REFUGEE PROBLEM IN RELATION TO SUDAN DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Jun 79 p 4 


[Article by Jean-Claude Pomonti: "Influx of Refugees from Uganda Worries 
Authorities" } 


[Text] Khartoum--"These people were halted at the frontier, surrounded by 
piles of luggage, beds, furniture and dishes. Some weeping women were left 
to fend for themselves while their husbands returned to Uganda to continue 
the battle. These refugees had neither food nor shelter, despite the torrid 
heat, and there were no trucks to evacuate them before the advent of the 
heavy rains." 


This is how SUDANOW, the government monthly, described the spectacle of the 
Ugandan refugees reaching the Sudanese frontier in April. Since the flow 
has increased to the point that at the end of May, Khartoum was speaking of 
a hundred thousand persons, including 30,000 already registered. ‘"Three- 
quarters of them are old people, women and children," Mr Natale Owak, 
minister of the interior in the semiautonomous government of south Sudan 
reported, before going on to say that "We are disarming everyone, but we 
cannot control the entire frontier." 


Sudanese units were placed on alert on the frontier after the fall of Kampala 
on 11 April. Since then Sudan has had an uninterrupted influx of refugees 
coming from all over. General Lagu, the south Sudanese prime minister and 
former leader of the Anyanya rebels in that region, explained it as follows: 
“After the fall of Kampala, the tribes in the north of Uganda which had been 
massacred in the past by Marshal Amin, reacted savagely against the supporters 
of the old regime while Idi Amin's soldiers were still there. When they 
withdrew, chey took their vengeance. We have refugees fleeing Idi Amin, 
refugees flecing Lule (the new chief of state) and people who are afraid of 
both." 


After the fall of Kampala, the Sudanese gave refuge to 32 Palestinian soldiers, 
who resisted before surrendering their weapons, 37 Sudanese students from 











Makerere University, businessmen and merchants, a woman who claimed to be 

the first wife of former president Milton Obote, one of Marshal Amin's former 
ministers of finance (General Moses Ali) and a large number of officials of 
the old regime. “The refugees report the atrocities committed by both sides," 
General Lagu added. 


Already overwhelmed by this influx of refugees in the neglected south--the 
basic food supply which came from Kenya via Uganda by road was interrupted 
two months ago--the Sudanese leaders are also furious because Kampala accused 
them of helping Marshal Amin. "It is absurd," General Lagu stated cate- 
gorically. “In Uganda today, being Moslem is a crime entailing the penalty 
of death,” President Nemeiry said for his part. 


"The frontier is a farce where human geography is concerned," according to 
Mr Owak. 


“In Uganda today, the term ‘Sudanese’ is incredibly unpopular," General Lagu 
added, before demanding the withdrawal of Tanzanian troops: "Let them with- 
draw so that a neutral force can be established on the basis of all ethnic 
groups. The Tanzanians cannot resolve the problem alone. I could have 
understood their occupying a part of the territory, but not the whee of .the 
country." 


Meanwhile, chaos seems to continue to reign in the northern part of Uganda, 
and the Sudanese no longer know how they can provide shelter for a flow of 
refugees which is increasing and is difficult to control. "We have not even 
finished relocating the refugees from our 17 year civil war and we must 
accomodate those of our neighbor," General Lagu protested. Refugee centers 
have nonetheless been established and the Sudanese are trying to move the 
refugees farther from the Ugandan frontier in order to avoid additional 
incidents. In Juba, the southern capital, everything is in short supply-- 
beginning with gasoline and food. The Ugandan road remains closed, nothing 
is coming from Mombasa anymore, and supplies from Khartoum are taking longer 
than usual, for the Sudanese capital itself has no surplus, and navigation 
along the Nile--the only Link between the Sudanese north and south--has been 
blocked for several weeks by floating water hyacinths. 


5157 
CSO: 4800 


13h 

















SYRIA 


MINISTER ANALYZES SIGNIFICANCE OF ALEPPO EVENTS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 4 Jul 79 p 5 LD 


[Report by Lucien George: "The Executions of the Muslim Brothers Have 
Not Ended the Attacks") 


[Text] Damascus--The crisis which Syria is now going through is the most 
serious since General al-Asad came to power in 1970. During the past 

9 years the country has been remarkably stable and is now threatened by 
a combination of internal and external problems. 


The massacre of the Aleppo Artillery School cadets on 16 June sparked off 
general reprobation. Even the leftwing opponents who might have welcomed 
the regime's difficulties think that this massacre is the work of "“reac- 
tionary terrorist gangs." The Muslim Brothers could create trouble in 
Syria; they cannot take power, everbody here agrees on that. The man in 
the street, including the Sunni, does not identify with these Islamic fana-~ 
tics who have been regarded as “agents of imperialism" in Damascus since 
the Nasir era. 


Some people say that by decimating two classes of prospective artillery 
officers--for it was the pupils of the final and penultimate years who 
were massacred--the Muslim Brothers have served Israel in two ways: first 
by weakening the “domestic front" and second by depriving the Syrian army 
of some of its military elite. 


The killing took place at a time when the Western press was reporting the 
supply of new types of Soviet missiles to Syria. “Israel had already 
decimated the same artillery school in 1973 by an air attack," Informa- 
tion Minister Ahmad Iskandar told us in this connection. 


A "Foreign Plot" 


Indeed there was a nationalist rather than a religious reaction, despite 
the anti-Alawite nature of the Aleppo massacre. That helped the regime 
to survive this trial and keep the situation under control, especially 
since there is no alternative to the present government. 


135 














The government expounds the theory of a “foreign plot." "Syria," Mr 
Iskandar told us, “is the base of Arab opposition to al-Sadat, in other 
words to U.S.-Israeli policy. Since it is impossible to make us change 
our policy, our enemies--Israel, the United States and Egypt--are forc- 
ing us to concentrate on our internal problems in order to undermine our 
resistance. In order to do that they are still trying to destroy Arab 
solidarity, to prolong the Lebanese crisis, to increase Israeli attacks 
and stir up internal disturbances; our enemies are taking action in vari- 
ous directions. We are doing the same." 


[Question] Mr Minister, is it not true that such a plot requires suitable 
soil: socioeconomic unrest, religious tensions and so forth? 


[Answer] There was a favorable soil: The Muslim Brothers’ hatred of the 
Ba'th. We fought these people in 1964, 1972 and 1973. The religious 
tensions are an illusion. I defy anybody to draw intercommunity demo- 
graphic divisions in Syria for the simple reason that the citizens’ reli- 
gion is not restricted to any region. Figures dating from the French 
rule are used to say how many Sunni and Alawites there were (the propor- 
tions usually quoted are: 70 percent Sunni, 15 percent Alawites, 12 per- 
cent Christians, 3 percent Druzes, in a population of 7.8 million on 
January 1, 1978). It was by waving the banner of its founder, the Christian 
Michel ‘Aflaq that the Ba'th waged its struggle, opposing the Muslim 
Brothers in particular, and it was the Christian Faris al-Kuri who was the 
most remarkable head of an independent Syrian government. 


However, the "»lot” idea arouses skepticism among the opposition, who 
wonder whether the United States would really stand to gain from a change 
of government which would be formed on the basis of national extremism. 
The population seems to be stunned and resigned. Supposing that there are 
no strictly religious problems, the question of the place held by the Ala- 
wites in the state machine remains unanswered. 


The Aleppo events have not brought about the rapprochement between the 
government and the secular progressive parties announced by pro-Syrian 
circles in Beirut. The progressive parties still say they are in favor 
of the “national unity" and “democratic dialog" which have not material- 
ized despite the existence of the Nationai Front which they formed with 
the Ba'th. Im time of crisis the Ba'th acts alone. It acts quickly and 
without mercy: 15 Muslim Brothers were executed on 28 June for old 
crimes committed between December 1976 and February 1977. Some 40 death 
sentences were passed after the Aleppo massacre, and 12 of these were 
passed in absentia. The army is strongly controlled by the party: "a 
coup d'etat hatched by two officers from the 70th Armored Regiment (a 
regiment which became famous by spearheading several coups d'etat in the 
60's) is a thing of the past," the Information Minister seserted. 
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Military Vulnerability 


Inthese conditions why has the regime been more seriously affected by 
these disturbances than by the 1976 disturbances? Is it not easier to 
wage war on the Muslim Brothers than on the Palestinian resistance? 


It is true that the situation has changed radically in the past 3 years. 
At the time Damascus was preparing to join the peace process, -y main- 
taining that it was fighting not the Palestinians but their misdeeds, 
Syria was following a credible and even popular policy. 


By comparison the fight against the Muslim Brothers seems to be sterile. 


"Syria has achieved a whole series of successes which have led up an equal 
number of blind alleys,” a Palestinian leader in Damascus told us. 


President al-Sadat reaped the rewards of the October 1973 war at the price 
of disputable concessions. The successful expedition to Lebanon had been 
conceived in the context of an all-embracing peace negotiation but that 
never materialized. The entrenchment which followed increased Syria's 
military vulnerability. The rapprochement between the Damascus regime 

and the Jordanian and Saudi regimes proved limited. In practice the 
steadfastness front stopped short and “unity” with Iraq was sealed by a 
vague agreement. 


Economic “liberalization” encouraged some progress, but also galloping 
inflation. 


In these conditions is it accurate to maintain that Damascus provoked the 
recent confrontations with the Israeli Air Force over Lebanon in order 

to “strengthen national unity"? Mr Ahmad Iskandar replied: "It was 
Israel which chose the time for this duel so that we would be accused of 
seeking a diversion. In fact, our decision to fight the Israeli Air Force 
was taken well before the Aleppo events. Israel's motives are no mystery. 
After the artillery school tragedy the Israelis sent us the following 
message via their newspapers and radio: ‘If President al-Sadat wants to 
keep control over the internal situation, he should negotiate with us.‘'" 


[Question] What if Israel were to seize the opportunity to launch a 
military escalation? 


[Answer] We have envisaged all hypotheses and are prepared for any 
eventuality. It is our destiny. However, it would be a mistake to 
think that Syria would be on its own in case of war. 
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ECONOMIC GROWTH IN SYRIA 
Paris AL-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 2 Jul 79 pp 6, 7 


{Text} 


flight” from the country. In addition, he finds the 
Syriah economy suffered from huge military 
expenditures, the Arab-Israeli conflict and recurrent 
droughts. 

Syria’s poor economic secord began to reverse itself 
during the 1970s, despite the October 1973 war and the 
droughts of 1970 and 1973. Mr Kawar attributes the 
improvement initially to a better political climate and to 
economic liberalisation measures which the Syrian 
government instituted after 1970. These measures, in his 
view, “encouraged the repatriation of Syrian capital held 
abroad, eased some of the restrictions on private sector 
activity, and steadily liberalised the trade and payments 
system.” 
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After 1973, according to the IMF Middle Eastern 
Department economist, the situation improved further 
with a substantial flow of external assistance and far 
higher earnings from oil exports. Syria also benefited 
from the economic boom throughout the region during 
this period. Im contrast to the dismal economic 
performance of the previous decade, Syria experienced a 
real GDP growth rate of 9.9 per cent between 1968 and 
1976. “The growth rate was even more dramatic 
between 1973 and 1976,” Mr Kawar stresses, “when real 
GPD rose at an average annual rate of 13 per cent.” 

Syria entered a period of economic slump in 1976 
which continued into 1978 and was reflected in a GDP 
growth rate which plummeted down to a mere 2.6 per 
cent in 1977. Several factors have been outlined in the 
report to account for this sudden slowdown, ranging 
from domestic shortcomings to the impact of 
developments abroad. Mr Kawazr lists these as follows: 

~ Curtailment in the flow of external aid to Syria 
towards the end of 1976 and during the second half of 
1977. In the IMF economist’s view, this clipped the 
growth of the government sector, which through aid, 
had been a major contributor to real GDP growth 
between 1973 and 1°76. Moreover, government efforts 
to compensate for lost aid by drawing on domestic 
credit, and withdrawing forcign exchange reserves only 
served to upset the country’s balance of payments. 
Between 1972 and 1975 Syria was in the black, but in 
1976 it had a deficit in its balance of payments of more 
than Syrian Pounds 2 billion ($510 million*), which 
decreased somewhat in 1977 to $L668 million ($173.3 
million). 

~ Poor agricultural returns due to several droughts. 
Syria's farming is heavily dependent on rainfall since 
only 6 per cent of all arable land is under irrigation; 
technical difficulties with the Euphrates dam in northern 
Syria have only compounded this problem, greatly 
reducing the amount of land which originally was to 
have been put under irrigation. 

~ A decline in oil production and earnings from oil 
exports. Syrian oil output peaked in 1976, reaching 
approximately 10 million tons, almost double the level 
of 1972. Boosted by the new OPEC prices, Syria's 
export earnings reached $665 million in 1976, and 
accounted for 62 per cent of Syria's total export 
earnings that year. Oil production dropped to 9.1 
million tons in 1977 because of ihe age of the fields, as 
well as pressure maintenance problems and a shift to 
greater domestic refining operations. This downward 
trend, both in oil production and export earnings, 
continued into 1978, according to Mr Kawar. 

- Loss of lucrative transit royalties on Iraqi and 
Saudi oil piped through Syria to the northern town of 
Banias and to Zahrani in South Lebanon. This transit 
flow fell from a peak of 73 million tons in 1973 to less 


* The value of the Syrian Pound. a now convertible currency, has 
pot varied by more than ?.! ; e ’ 19°76. and ; | 
$0.255. 
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than 0.5 million tons in 1977. This development had an 
adverse effect on the government's finances by eli- 
minating an important source of public revenue, and 
furthermore, depresse. the whole of the transport and 
communications sector, which had been the 
beneficiary of some SL 450 million ($114.75 million) in 
annual government income between 1973 and 1975. 

~ “Human and material bottlenecks” in the labour 
and goods market is another factor listed as partly re- 
sponsible for the recent economic slowdown in Syria. 
Mr Kawar attributes this to a spurt in government ex- 
penditure on capital projects after 1973, increased 
investment in the private sector and the economic 
activity in neighbouring oil-producing countries. While 
transit facilities flourished in Syria, Mr Kawar points out 
that the growth of Syrian manufactures was impeded by 
labour shortages and delays in the movement of goods. 

— The Lebanese civil war, which imposed added ex- 
penditures on the Syrian government to cover the 


deployment of the 30,000-strong Syrian army 
contingents as part of the Arab Deterrent Force in 


Lebanon. The Lebanese war also increased government 
outlays on basic commodities such as bread, sugar ind 
fuels because of the sizeable influx of Lebanese nationals 
into Syria during the period of fighting in Lebanon. 


Expansionary fiscal policies 


In addition to all these, Mr Kawar points to Syria's 
expansionary fiscal policies as added promoters of 
economic slowdown. Those policies were undertaken 
without a corresponding effort to “mobilise” new 
sources of revenue, according to the IMF report, and 
they steadily widened the government budget deficit 
from SL 731 ($186.4 million) in 1973, to over SL 5.5 
billion ($1.4 billion) in 1977. Counteracting policies 
such as the expansion of the money supply, price 
subsidies and controls, are believed to have seriously 
distorted Syria's economy and built up inflationary 
pressures, Mr Kawar asserts. 

However, strong adjustment measures may not be 
necessary in the ecconomist’s view. “The recent 
rapprochement between Syria and Iraq... is expected to 
benefit the Syrian economy through expanded trade 
opportunities and a of Iraqi of flow,” 
already resumed in February of this year. In addition, 
Syria was promised some $1.8 billion in aid from other 








WATER PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED TO IRRIGATE ARID VILLAGES 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 11 May 79 p 8 


[Text] Implementation continues in respect to the water projects in the 
provinces for the irrigation of arid villages. Water pipes for the 
al-Thawrah water project in Dera’ Province have been imported at « cost of 
30 million Syrian pounds to irrigate 37 villages, whereas a fleet of water 
tankers has been used to cover the needs of the citizens in the villages 
of Tartus. 


In Dera’ the branch of the Public Water Company has contracted to import 
water pipe at a cost of 30 million Syrian pounds to implement the lines 
belonging to the al-Thawrah water project to irrigate 37 villages in the 
eastern section of the province, along with a reserve line for the city. 


The arrival of the required pipe is expected before the end of this year. 


The length of the project's pipelines from Shalalat al-Ash'ari to Basri 
amounts to 160 km. This project will put an end to the shortage of water 
in the aforementioned sector. 


In Homs, the Directorate of Technical Services has prepared a plan to begin 
expediting water projects, road projects, school construction and Roman 
canals for which special studies have been prepared. 


Implementation of four projects for secondary roads in the province at a 
cost of 400,000 pounds has been expedited. Implementation has also been 
initiated for a new highway--al-Sharqiyah-'Iz al-Din-Salamiyah, in addition 
to cleaning out and maintaining the Roman canals. 


In Tartus, the Directorate of Housing yesterday gave priority to water 
projects in the province. Wells have also been dug from Majdalum al-Bahr 
to Dawyirtah, and a number of villages have been irrigated by the two 
al-Sharb water projects in al-Shamamis and Jawrah al-Hisan. The cost of 
these projects amounts to 2.5 million pounds. 


The provision of a number of pumping stations for several water projects 
will also be initiated shortly at a cost of 2 million Syrian pounds. 
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It ts worth mencioning that the Directorate of housing has recently 
completed the civil work and has arranged the mechanical preparations 
for several water projects costing 1.5 million Syrian pounds. 


On the other hand the Directorate of Housing has begun to employ its fleet 
of water tankers, numbering six tankers, to cover the citizens’ needs for 
clear, fresh water in the arid villages. 


AL-THAWRAH's correspondents have learned that the Directorate will organize 
its services in a new way this year, in order to use its fleet to its 
fullest extent. 
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CITIES, VILLAGES SAID INUNDATED WITH SMUGGLED GOODS 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 11 May 79 p 8 
{Editorial by Nadia Damiyati: “How Dengerous Smuggling Ie!") 


[Text] They look for us everywhere, with wicked emiles on their faces; 

at bus stops and on street corners they sell smuggled tobecce, whiskey and 
drugs. On the roadways, people are tempted by smuggled bread and foreign 
foods, and they drag us into houses to buy clothes smuggled from Parise, 
London and New York. If we do not go, they come to us and knock on our 
doors, in an attempt to dispose of their goods. This is the situation in 
the city; in the villages the kinds of smuggled goods change. They take 
the form of electrical appliances of all kinds, washing machines, pc.ishers, 
television sets, and telephones, The item arrives at the house without the 
buyer having to bother about its transportation or the fear of it's being 
confiscated. 


At first we complained about our national industries not being competitive 
with foreign ones; this was not ture. Today emuggled goods have become 
the object of our trust. 


A while ago, the minister of supply remarked in a radio interview that 
certain quarters vere taking chocolates manufactured locally of excellent 
quality, wrapping them in foreign paper, and selling them at double the 
price. And people were happy to buy them just because they were “imported.” 
This incident could be a simple explanation of the influence that the 
problem of imports and smuggling has over us. 


The dangerous impact of st . which has expanded ite markets, increases 
day after day, on our econouy « =v ourselves. The fact is that the state 
is striving to overcome it, but «« must carry the biggest burden. We must 
quickly move to put an end to it by one action, and that is to boycott it. 
We must begin now. 
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DESERT RECLAMATION MEETING REACHES DECISIONS 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 11 May 79 p 8 


{[Article: “Decisive Actions Taken To Reclaim Desert Lands, Develop 
Grazing Vegetation, and Expand the Role of the Cooperative Associations") 


[Text] Damascus--Prime Minister Muhammad ‘Ali al-Halabi held a meeting 

at 10 am yesterday, attended by Comrade Yusef al-/ ad, member of the 

regional leadership and chief of the Regional Offi: » of Farmers, Mr Ahmad 
Qabalan, winister of agriculture and agrarian reform, and Dr George Huraniyah, 
minister of state for planning affcirs, 


Also in attendance were the deputy chief of the General Federation of 
Farmers, the assistant minister of agriculture and agrarian reform, an 
advisor to the prime minister on economic and agricultural affairs, and 
the directors of livestock breeding, state lands, planning, and statistics. 


The subject of the meeting was the development of Syrian desert areas, 
which comprise 65 percent of the region's land area and upon which food 
for the raising of sheep in their natural grazing areas depends, since 

80 percent of the sheep remain in these grazing lands for periods exceeding 
6 months of the year and since these grazing areas furnish not less than 
48 percent of the needs of the sheep, which are considered a basic part of 
the livestock resources in the region. 


At this meeting, the prime minister submitted the basic factors which will 
govern the development of the desert, and he carefully studied with the 
other conferees everything pertaining to the adoption of direct and 
decisive measures leading to the reclamation of desert lands, development 
of grazing plants, and expanding the role of the cooperative associations. 


A number of importanc decisions were made in regard to strengthening the 
application of the regulations of Legal Act No 140 for 1970, purevant to 
amending its executory ordinance which will lead to closing all the 
loopholes which have appeared during its period of application. 


These decisions also included actions which by their nature are required 
for the policy of circulation in the desert. This ie for the purpose of 
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establishing sanctuaries for cooperative associations, concerned with 

the improvement of grazing lands and breeding of sheep, existing currently 
jn various areas of the desert or which will be in existence in the future, 
provided the: the mission of protecting the lands belonging to them be 
entrusted to these associations benefitting from them or designated for 
custody. 


For that purpose a central committee was formed, headed by the assistant 
minister of agriculture and agrarian reform, from which branch committees 
will spring, composed of representatives from the party, the Farmers’ 
Federations, local administration, and the Directorates of Agriculture and 
Agrarian Reform. 


The decisions issued by the prime minister at this meeting also included 
measures which require establishing the areas exempted from the regula- 
tions of Act No 140 and its amendments regarding the sphere of the 
prohibition pertinent to each association. 


The General Federation of Farmers and the Agricultural Federations in 
accordance with these decisions will be charged with continuing to increase 
the number of cooperative associations, concerned with breeding of sheep 
and improvement of grazing lands, in order to cover the entire desert area. 


Furthermore, the prime minister has issued a decision to take the necessary 
actions to insure the cooperative associations’ requirements with regard 
to developing their activities by way of expanding the cultivation of 
grazing shrubs, the preparation of wells, the construction of storehouses, 
and the adoption of all steps leading to achieving the results of the plan 
established for these associations. 
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CEMENT INDUSTRY EXPANSION--Two new production lines for the coment industry will 
be put into actual operation early next year. It cost 400 million Syrian pounds 
to construct these production lines, ani 
to handle about 1,100 workers. An 


of Economy and Foreign Trade has required the State Foreign Trade Organisation 
for Metals and Building Materials (MA'ADIN) to issue import 
ing stainless steel pipes in ite name for the accom 


RURAL ELZCTRICITY PROJECTS--Rural lighting projects are being implemented ac- 

cording to the programs drawn up for this purpose. Yesteriay electricity was 

Seen 30 Sep VERSES 32 Seat, Se See Se Nees eee & ae 
Baniyas 


be completed as soon as possible, This was announced by Director of the Eleo- 
tricity Organisation Engr Kamil al-Baba, who added that to date 11 of the 
villages in this year's plan have been electrified. In another context, yester- 
day in Tartus two projects to electrify the villuge of Basira! in Tartws ani 
al-Kharrabd in the Baniyas region were inaugurated. The inaugu.. ‘tion celebra- 


als from the province. The minister delivered a speech praising the president's 
and party's support for electricity projects and for the implementa.ion of the 
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ministry's plan to bring electricity to all the country’s villages. He stressed 

that all the villages near transformer stations ani transmission lines will 

be electrified. He also praised the electricity sector workers’ efforts to 

complete the investment plan's projects 

which will be taken out of Tartus Port 
this 


The province has provided 6,400 poles 
be used on the Tartus Electricity 


: 
| 
, 





and equipment for probing the ground 
have arrived, He mentioned that the station will have a capacity of 340 mega~ 
watts, which is equivalent to a third of the Euphrates Darm's electric 
production. The station will cost about 555 million pounds and will be 

in 1980, [Text] [Damascus Al-THAWRAH in Arabic 10 Jun 79 p 4] 8559 


ment was recently concluied for the construction of 150,000 housing unite in 
Aleppo to be distributed to laborers at suitable prices, This was announced 
yesterday by the president of the provincial labor union during his meeting with 
the union members, heads of labor union offices, and those employed there. He 
added that according to the agreenert, 3,000 workers housing unites will be 
built in each of the five suburbs of Aleppo over a three-year period with a 
long-tera, 15-year loan, in order to solve the housing crisis from which the 
strugglirg masses are suffering. The president of the 

that a committee composed of company delega : 
the second half of this month to submit their stulies to the governor in his 
capacity as president of the workers housing construction comittes, and to 
conclude the contracts necessary for the start 
[Damascus AI-THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Jun 79 p 4] 8559 
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ELECTRIC PROJECTS--Three electricity projects were dedicated yesterday, one each 
in Salah, Busan, and 4l-Rashidah. The comrade secretary and members of 
the leadership of the party branch, the governor, and a large number of 
persons from the villages attended the dedication ceremonies. Speeches 
were delivered praising the accomplishments which have been achieved in 
this sphere and enumerating the projects in the province whose implementa- 
tion was decided upon during this year, such as road building and 
supplying water to needy villages. The speakers concluded their remarks 
by praising the comrade leader for his courageous positions and his 
opposition to the Zionist, imperialist plots and conspiracies and for 
thwarting Sadat's treasonous ~snspiracy. [Text] [Damascus AL-THAWRAH in 
Arabic 11 May 79 p 8] 705 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PRESIDENT GRANTS INTERVIEW TO QATARI PAPER 
Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 0630 GMT 5 Jul 79 JN 


[Excerpts] Doha, 5 Jul--UAE President Shaykh Zayid Ibn Sultan al-Nuhayyan 
has asserted that current circumstances are very favorable for the Gulf 
estates’ unity. He says: The present situation in the area and in the 
Arab world demands the unification of the Gulf states. 


In an exclusive interview with the Qatari newspaper AL-RAYAH published 
today, Shaykh Zayid refers to the new UAE Government and says: Its 
principal role at this stage is to protect the achievements that have 
been accomplished and to eliminate any divisions, obstacles or impedi- 
ments. 


Shaykh Zayid warns the United States not to intervene militarily in the 
Gulf, saying: If the United States considers attacking us, it might be 
able to hit at one or two Arab states but it would not be able to hit 
all the Arab states. 


Referring to the Arab boycott of Egypt for its signing of the peace 
treaty with the Zionist entity, Shaykh Zayid says: Had tle treaty been 
just there would have been no opposition or boycott. However, the fact 
that it is not just and that it obliterates Arab rights is causing a 
daily increase in Arab opposition to it. 


Referring to oil price increases, the UAE president asserts that this is 
not the result of the producing states’ desire. Rather, the industrial 
states are forcing us to do this by raising the prices of their exports 
on a daily basis. He also stresses the UAE's commitment to equitable 
principles, on the condition that the industrial states pursue policies 
that achieve the interests of both the producers and consumers. 


Following is the full text of the UAE president's interview to the Qatari 
newspaper AL-RAYAH: 


Referring to the new government's task, Shaykh Zayid said: Cooperation is 
everyone's objective. We have given the government full freedom to 
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perform its role of strengthening the state's resources. The only cri- 
terion is work and construction in all fields. 


Referring to unity inside the emirates as well as in the Gulf states, 
the UAE president said: Unity is building and building usually occurs 
in stages. The construction of a building, for example, requires 
knowledge of the building's purpose, its area and engineering. All this 
needs time. This is particularly true in terms of a union of tribes, 

of Bedouins and urbanized people. This needs more time and demands 
perseverance. 


As for the unity of the Gulf states, I believe that current circumstances 
are very favorable for such unity. Indeed, the existing situation in the 
area and in the Arab world demands the Gulf states’ unification. Our 
region is surrounded by ambitious currents and suspect intentions. This 
brings us closer to each other and increases our solidarity more than 
ever before. He who works for this objective and strives for it performs 
his duty and he who departs from it must blame only himself. 


Ansvering a question on whether the area's self-defense can be best 
achieved by coordination among the Gulf states or through declaration of 
a military union, Zayid said: We are always in great need of coordina- 
tion and solidarity. We extend our hands in order to strengthen our 
stands and protect our interests. As to political or military unity, 
this is up to the area's leaders. When this matter is discussed by the 
Gulf states’ leaders, we will express our view clearly and sincerely. 


Answering a question about his view on the recent U.S. threats, Shaykh 
Zayid said: We did not expect such threats from a friendly state like 
the United States. When does a friend invade his friend's country? It 
is the enemy that invades and commits aggression. Therefore, what we 
now hear was unexpected. 


Shaykh Zayid added: When a friend invades his friend's country, the 
victim of the aggression is bound to seek assistance against the side 
that violated the risnts of friendship. If the invasion is motivated 
by greed, the aggressor will not only lose his friend, but he will fail 
to achieve any of his ambitions. Thus he will lose both. 


Shaykh Zayid asked: Have any of the Arabs committed aggression against 
the United States, causing it to take such a stand toward us? 


He declared: If the United States considers invading us, it might be 
able to hit at one or two c untries but it cannot hit all the Arab 
states. 


He said: These threats 7 statements offend us and increase our doubts, 
but they also make us mor. cautious and alert, which is good for us. 


146 








Regarding his view on the relationship between the rise in the price of 
the industrial countries’ exports and the prices of oil, and the effect 
this has on the Third World states’ economies, the UAE president said: 
The Third World states know the truth and appreciate our position. They 
ask about the reasons for oil price increases, whether it is merely a 
desire on our part to increase prices or whether the industrial states 
are forcing us to do this by increasing the prices of their exports on 
a daily basis. 


He added: We have repeatedly tried to initiate meetings between “he OPEC 
states and the consumer countries, where matters could be openly dis- 
cussed and responsibilities defined by the two sides. The industrial 
states, however, did not respond to our attempts. 


Shaykh Zayid declared: We are prepared to comply with equitable prin- 
ciples that preserve our rights and do not increase the burdens of any 

of the world's industrial states. But are the industrial states prepared 
to commit themse’ves to that which achieves the interests of both sides? 


He expressed his hope that a dialog would take place soon to define the 
ways in which the interests of both sides can be met. However, he said, 
if there is no compliance by both sides then there will be no moderation. 
They want us to comply alone, and this is not right. 


Answering a question on the political and economic boycott of the Egyptian 
regime and on the possibility of escalating this boycott in order to 
increase the burdens on the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty, he said: If 
the treaty had been just there would have been no opposition or boycott. 
However, the fact that it is not just and that it obliterates Arab rights 
is causing a daily increase in opposition to it. 


Shaykh Zayid added: Israel is getting everything, while Arab rights are 
being squandered and their holy places lost. This is happening before 
our eyes. Where is reconciliation, where is peace? Do reconciliation 
and peace mean that Israeli aircraft attack Lebanon daily, killing and 
dispersing people and destroying places? Does peace mean the establish- 
ment of settlements on Arab lands and the expulsion of their occupants 
and legal owners, replacing them with Jews from Russia, America and 
Europe? Where are reconciliation and peace? 


Answering a question on the role of the oil weapon in the battle, should 
Israel decide to launch a preemptive strike on the eastern front, or 
should that front decide to confront Zionist aggressions, the UAE presi- 
dent said: Oil is not possessed by one, but by several Arab states. 
Therefore there must be a united stand, which should be adopted by all 
the states concerned. No action can be effective unless all efforts are 
concerted. 


At the conclusion of his interview, Shaykh Zayid asserted that in a seri- 
ous situation we must carry out the duty demanded by our national interests 
and goals. 
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PORT ZAYED SHIPPING DESCRIBED 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 28 Jun 79 p 3 


[Article by Abdul Fattah Baybars] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


POWER CAPACITY IN AL-AIN DESCRIBED 


Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 18 Jun 79 p 3 


[Article by Suhali al-Qassas] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRLEFS 


MILITARY OFFICERS GRADUATE--Sharjah, June 20 (WAM): Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces Brigadier Sheikh Sultan bin Zayed today attended at 
Al Manama camp the graduation ceremony of 21 platoon commanders of the 
rank of major and captain. Brigadier Sheikh Sultan, addressing the offi- 
cers, praised their turn-out and efficiency and declared that training 
was the cornerstone upon which armies were built. "The officers’ train- 
ing is training important cadres in our Armed Forces who work day and 
night for advancement under its Supreme Commander His Highness President 
Sheikh Zayed," he said. He asked the graduates to disseminate what they 
had learnt among other officers, noncommissioned officers and soldiers of 
their units. He thanked the instructors for the efforts they had put in 
which enabled the graduates to reach such a high level of efficiency. 
Sheikh Sultan was earlier briefed on the training received by the offi- 
cers and saw a demonstration staged by the graduates. Brigadier Sheikh 
Sultan distributed certificates to the graduates. [Text] [Abu Dhabi 
EMIRATES NEWS in English 21 Jun 79 p 3] 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SRI LANKA--Abu Dhabi, 1 Jul--It was announced 
in Abu Dhabi today that the UAE has decided to establish diplomatic 
relations with Sri Lanka. A statement released by the UAE Foreign 
Ministry says: Based on the joint desire to strengthen and develop 
their mutual relations of friendship and cooperation, the governments 
of the UAE and the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka have 
decided to establish diplomatic relations at ambassadorial level as of 
1 July 1979. [Text] [Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 0707 GMT 

1 Jul 79 JN] 


ELECTRIC POWER, DESALINATION PLANT~-Dubayy, 3 Jul--His Highness Shaykh 
Rashid Ibn Sa'id al-Maktum, UAE vice president and prime minister, 
inaugurated today the first phase of an electric power and water 
desalination plant in the Jabal ‘Ali region. The new plant, the first 
of its Mnd in the UAE, will supply Dubai and the neighboring areas with 
electric power at a capacity of 60 megawatts and with about 3 million 


gallons of potable water daily. [Text] [Doha QNA in Arabic 1940 GMT 
3 Jul 79 JN] 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


UNIFICATION TALKS WITH PDRY--The head and members of the Southern Yemeni 
side to the constitutional committee left San'a’ this afternoon. They were 
seen off at the airport by the head and members of the Northern Yemeni side 
to the committee. In a statement to the SABA’ NEWS AGENCY prior to his 
departure, brother ‘Abdallah Ahmad Ghani, head of the Southern Yemeni side 
to the committee, said: This session was positive and was crowned with suc- 
cess. He added that a positive and objective atmosphere prevailed during 
the discussions. The committee was able to achieve a large part of its task. 
This by itself is an important step on the road to drafting the constitution 
of the unity state. Concluding his statement, Ghani expressed hope that the 
committee will complete its task in the next session, God willing. Ina 
similar statemtent, [name indistinct] head of the Northern Yemeni side to 
the committee, said: This session was successful and beneficial. He added 
that the joint constitutional committee has effectively contributed to the 
[words indistinct] thus covering much ground. Concluding his statement, he 
expressed hope that the committee will cover more ground in the next session 
and complete its task in the near future. [Text] [San‘'a' Domestic Service 
in Arabic 2000 GMT 3 Jul 79 JN] 


FRG ANNULS YAR'S LOANS--San'a', 5 July--YAR Prime Minister ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 
"Abd al-Ghani received the FRG charge d‘Affaires in San'a' here today, who 
conveyed to the premier his country's decision to consider all German Goveru~ 
ment loans to Yemen a grant. An official source in the YAR Central Planning 
Organization has told the GULF NEWS AGENCY correspondent in San‘a’ that the 
annulled loans amount to 500 million Yemeni rials, or DM 200 million. The 
Yemeni official added that these loans were used in building the San'a'- 
Ta'izz highway, the international San‘a’ airport and several other projects 
in the educational, administrative, agricultural and water supply fields. 
[Text] [Manama GULF NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 1030 GMT 5 Jul 79 JN} 


LOAN FROM OPEC--San'a', 19 May—The minister of development and chairman 
of the central planning organization, Mr Ali Lutfi al-Thawr, left San'a' 
headed for Vienna at the head of a delegation for a visit to Austria that 
will last a few days. During the visit official talks will be held with 
OPEC officials that will deal with the Organizations’ participation in a 
project of the Highway Authority. The SABA’ NEWS AGENCY learned that the 
minister will execute a loan agreement with OPEC to the sum of $8.7 miilion 
to benefit the roads project whose total cost has reached $55.5 million 

of which the World Bank has given a share of $11.5. [Text] [San'a' 
AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 19 May 79) END 
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